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Attack  D.C.  Bar 


Wendi  Williams  and  Alicia  Harris 

Navy  Convicts 
Two  On  Charges 
Of  Lesbianism 


Marines 

Compiled  by  Chris  Guilfoy 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  “I  was 
a  little  astonished  because  I  didn’t 
know  that  sort  of  thing  happened 
in  D.C.  right  now.”  This  was  the 
reaction  of  Melvin  Boozer,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Gay  Activists  Alliance, 
in  commenting  on  the  attack  of  a 
gay  bar,  Equus,  by  a  group  of  off- 
duty  Marines.  The  attack  occurred 
around  midnight  of  Saturday, 
August  16,  and  resulted  in  injury 
to  a  co-owner  of  the  bar  and  some 
minor  property  damage. 

With  the  support  of  community 
groups  and  public  officials,  the 
owners  of  the  bar,  Dennis  Graham 
and  Rick  Holloway,  are  pressing 
for  a  full  investigation  and  an  end 
to  the  incidences  involving  the 
Marines.  Graham  told  GCN  that 
this  is  the  sixth  incident  involving 
Marines  since  the  bar  opened  only 
four  months  ago. 

Graham’s  talks  with  Col.  J.P. 
Monahan,  the  commandant  of  the 
barracks  where  the  Marines  are 
based,  have  reportedly  been  un¬ 
successful  in  stemming  the  vio¬ 
lence.  Said  Graham,  “If  they  [the 
officers  in  charge]  exerted  the  kind 
of  strong  leadership  that  they  are 
noted  for  [these  incidents  would 
not  continue].” 

The  event  which  precipitated 
the  current  furor  began  when  150 
people,  most  of  them  allegedly 
Marines,  gathered  in  a  park  near 
the  bar.  Sensing  potential  trouble, 
a  D.C.  police  officer  attempted  to 
break  up  the  crowd,  some  of 
whom  reportedly  jostled  him  in 
the  process. 

A  group  of  about  30  men,  sev¬ 
eral  of  them  carrying  sticks, 
separated  from  this  group,  making 
their  way  to  Equus  while  shouting 
pro-Marine  and  anti-gay  slogans. 
Upon  reaching  the  bar,  five  of 
them  entered  while  the  remaining 
2s  stayed  outside,  shouting  en¬ 
couragement. 

According  to  bar  owner  Gra- 


Compiled  by  David  Morris 

NEW  YORK  —  The  unprece¬ 
dented  number  of  lesbian  and  gay 
delegates  to  the  Democratic  Na¬ 
tional  Convention  this  year  wel¬ 
comed  the  opportunity  to  vote  for 
a  gay  vice  presidential  candidate 
but  were  not  disappointed  at  his 
failure  to  win  the  nomination. 

Melvin  Boozer,  president  of  the 
Washington,  D.C.  Gay  Activist 
Alliance,  told  GCN  the  87- 
member  lesbian  and  gay  caucus 
decided  to  collect  the  needed  334 
signatures  to  nominate  him  for  the 
vice  presidential  slot  when  they 
learned  there  would  be  no  oppor¬ 
tunity  at  the  convention  for  mi¬ 
nority  reports.  Boozer  said  the  ef¬ 
fort  to  collect  signatures  revealed 
some  unexpected  pockets  of 
support  as,  for  example,  among 
the  Texas  and  Louisiana  dele¬ 
gations.  He  told  GCN  that  Ken¬ 
nedy  supporters  and  black  dele¬ 
gates  were  particularly  receptive 
to  the  arguments  of  the  lesbian 
and  gay  caucus  caucus. 

More  than  400  signatures  were 
collected. 

Boozer  told  GCN  that  initial 
White  House  response  to  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  effort  was  to  con¬ 
sider  it  childish,  but  that  the 
Democratic  leadership  began  to 
take  the  effort  seriously  when  it 
became  clear  the  required  number 
of  signatures  would  actually  be 
collected. 

By  the  time  the  petition  to  nom- 


ham,  “When  they  first  came 
through  the  door,  they  hit  the  first 
guy  they  saw,  who  happenned  to 
be  my  partner,  Rick  Holloway.” 
Of  the  nearly  80  customers  in  the 
bar,  approximately  20  fled  out  a 
back  door.  In  the  meantime,  the 
larger  group  outside  broke  four  of 
the  bar’s  windows. 

After  the  initial  confusion,  the 
remaining  customers  moved 
towards  the  intruders  and  became 
more  confrontative.  The  group 
then  left.  “It  [all]  happened  very 
fast,”  commented  Graham. 

Following  the  incident,  police 
arrested  two  men  and  charged 
them  with  disorderly  conduct. 
Each  was  released  upon  payment 
of  a  $10.00  fine.  Monahan,  the 
commandant  of  the  Marine  bar¬ 
racks,  has  promised  an  indepen¬ 
dent  investigation  of  the  incident. 

Following  this  latest  incident, 
the  bar  owners  enlisted  the  aid  of 
several  organizations,  including 
the  Gay  Activists’  Alliance,  whose 
president,  Melvin  Boozer,  com¬ 
mented,  “There  has  been  a  flood 
of  publicity  about  this.  There  have 
been  stories  everyday  for  almost  a 
week.  There’s  a  lot  of  public 
awareness.” 

According  to' Graham,  “[The 
news  reports]  have  brought  an 
awful  lot  of  pressure  to  bear  on  the 
commandant  .  .  .  [We  want]  to 
bring  as  much  pressure  to  bear  on 
the  commandant  [as  is  necessary] 
to  control  these  kids  ...  I  think 
they  didn’t  come  down  hard 
enough  previously.” 

On  Friday,  August  22,  a  press 
conference  was  held  at  which 
GAA  presented  a  list  of  the 
demands  which  they  are  making  to 
Col.  Monahan.  These  demands 
include  full  disclosure  of  the 
pending  Marine  investigation,  dis¬ 
closure  of  the  penalties  to  be 
meted  out  to  the  people  involved, 
and  steps  to  be  taken  to  prevent 


inate  Boozer  was  complete,  a  sep¬ 
arate  effort  by  the  members  of  the 
Congress  United  for  Rights  and 
Equality  (CURE)  of  Miami 
Beach,  Florida  to  nominate  Flor¬ 
ida  gay  activist  Alan  Rockway  had 
been  abandoned,  although  con¬ 
troversy  over  the  competing  ef¬ 
forts  has  survived  the  convention. 

The  object  of  nominating  an 
openly  gay  candidate  was  clear  to 
the  caucus,  despite  the  knowledge 
that  the  candidate  offered  no  real 
competition  to  Walter  Mondale, 
President  Jimmy  Carter’s  choice 
for  a  running  mate.  The  Washing¬ 
ton  Star  quotes  gay  delegate 
Stephen  Brown  as  saying,  “It 
would  give  us  15  minutes  of  na¬ 
tional  television  time  for  nomi¬ 
nating  and  seconding  speeches, 
and  that’s  worth  about  $100,000  a 
minute.” 

Gwen  Craig  of  San  Francisco 
commented,  “The  one  big  mes¬ 
sage  we  can  send  back  is  that  we 
are  here,  we  exist,  we  exist  at  the 
Democratic  Convention.” 

And  the  Star  quotes  Boozer 
himself  as  saying,  “I  especially 
wanted  to  dispel  the  myth  that  gay 
rights  is  a  white  movement  that 
doesn’t  include  blacks.” 

According  to  the  Washington 
Post,  Boozer  said,  “I  know  what 
it  means  to  be  called  a  nigger,  and 
I  know  what  it  means  to  be  called 
a  faggot,  and  I  can  sum  up  the  dif¬ 
ference  in  one  word:  none.” 

In  his  speech  to  the  approxi- 


the  occurrence  of  future  incidents. 

Prominent  among  those  present 
at  the  press  conference,  were  sev¬ 
eral  city  councilors,  as  well  as 
representatives  of  a  new  group. 
Gay  Ex-Marines  (GEMS).  The 
purpose  of  this  group,  according 
to  Boozer,  is  to  “.  .  .  conciliate 
the  relationship  between  the 
Marines  and  the  gay  community.” 

Support  for  the  bar  owners  has 
come  from  both  the  gay  and 
straight  communities  and  also 
from  public  officials.  In  addition 
to  the  city  councilors,  the  local 
neighborhood  council  and  Mayor 
Marion  Barry’s  office  has  con¬ 
demned  the  violence  and  called  for 
a  full  investigation. 

The  police  have  appointed  a 
special  investigator. 

In  addition,  according  to  Booz¬ 
er,  “We’ve  talked  to  Anne 
Wexler’s  office  in  the  White 
House  and  the  White  House  has 
made  an  inquiry.  They  have  been 
in  touch  with  the  Secretary  of 
Defense,  who  subsequently  has 
been  in  toiich  with  people  down 
the  chain  of  command  to  come 
back  with  a  formal  response.” 

While  legal  action  is  being  con¬ 
templated  by  both  the  GAA  and 
the  bar  owners,  no  steps  will  be 
taken  until  the  Marine  Corps  has 
had  time  to  investigate  and 
respond.  A  deadline  has  been  set 
by  GAA  of  September  1 . 

Boozer  told  GCN,  “We’ve  done 
a  lot  now  and  we’re  trying  to  give 
them  a  chance  to  respond  to  this 
reasonably.  They’re  having  an  in¬ 
vestigation  and  we  are  willing  to 
wait  for  that  investigation  to  be 
completed  in  a  timely  manner. 
[However,]  we  intend  to  pursue 
this  until  we  know  who  did  it  and 
how  they’re  going  to  be  sanc¬ 
tioned.  The  real  danger  is  that  if 
this  is  allowed  to  go  on,  we  are 
going  to  have  running  battles  be¬ 
tween  Marines  and  gay  people.” 


mately  1 ,000  delegates  in  Madison 
Square  Garden  at  the  time, 
Boozer  called  his  nomination  “an 
anguished  recognition  of  more 
than  20  million  Americans  who 
love  their  country  and  long  to 
serve  it  in  the  same  freedom  that 
others  take  for  granted  .  .  .  but 
whose  lives  are  blighted  by  ignor¬ 
ance.”  At  the  end  of  his  speech  he 
withdrew  his  candidacy. 

Boozer  told  GCN  that  his  nomi¬ 
nation  received  little  national 
media  coveage,  although  it  was  re¬ 
ported  in  papers  in  Washington, 
D.C.  and  New  York.  But,  he  said, 
the  effort  was  successful  in  that  it 
proved  it  could  be  done.  He  said  it 
had  a  definite  impact  on  delegates 
and  “elevated  the  discussion  of 
gay  rights  in  the  Democratic 
Party.” 

Boozer  told  GCN  that  the  ef¬ 
fort  was  an  education  for  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  delegates  involved  as 
well. 

But  Bob  Kunst  of  CURE  had  a 
different  opinion  of  Boozer’s 
nomination.  He  commented  to 
GCN  that  CURE’S  plan  to  nomi¬ 
nate  Alan  Rockway,  which  he  said 
began  last  April,  was  designed  to 
expose  the  failures  of  the  Carter 
administration  to  support  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  rights  struggle. 

Kunst  told  GCN  the  administra¬ 
tion’s  failure  is  exemplified  by 
their  refusal  to  allow  Kunst  and 
Rockway  to  lay  a  wreath  at  the 
Continued  on  Page  17 


By  Jil  Clark 

LONG  BEACH,  CA  —  Naval 
boards  have  found  two  sailors 
guilty  of  “misconduct  based  on 
homosexual  acts”  aboard  the 
U.S.S.  Norton  Sound,  and  drop¬ 
ped  charges  against  four  others. 
One  three-member  board  recom¬ 
mended  “separation  from  the 
Navy”  for  Alicia  Harris,  18,  of 
Chicago,  and,  two  days  later, 
another  recommended  the  same 
for  Wendi  Williams,  25,  of  the 
Bronx,  New  York. 

These  decisions  ended  the  high¬ 
ly  publicized  case  that  began  with 
allegations  against  16  women  crew 
members.  Only  eight  were  actually 
charged  and  brought  before  an 
administrative  discharge  board 
(see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  6). 

In  the  two  hearings  which  pre¬ 
ceded  Harris’,  Navy  boards  ruled 
there  was  “no  credible  evidence” 
and  “insufficient  evidence”  that 
the  accused,  sailors  Tangela 
Gaskins  and  Barbara  Underwood, 
were  “guilty  of  homosexual 
activity,”  and  recommended 
“retention  in  the  Navy.” 

The  same  board  that  recom¬ 
mended  that  Gaskins  be  retained 
recommended  “separation”  for 
Harris,  the  youngest  of  the  eight 
women  accused  of  homosexual 
activity  aboard  ship.  Their 
decision  against  Harris,  made 
public  on  Aug.  18,  is  being 
forwarded  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  Norton  Sound, 
Captain  Jay  Seebrit,  and  then  to 
the  chief  of  Naval  Personel 
Command  in  Washington  for 
routine  review. 

Following  the  verdict,  Harris 
said  she  was  sorry  she  had  joined 
the  Navy  and  was  happy  to  get 
out,  but  objected  to  receiving  a 
“general  discharge  with  honor¬ 
able  conditions  on  grounds  of 
homosexuality.” 

Harris  said  the  verdict  didn’t 
“faze”  her.  “I  know  what  I  am. 
I’m  straight.  I’m  not  a  homosex¬ 
ual.”  Asked  why  she  was  found 
guilty,  she  replied,  “I  guess  they 
had  to  start  somewhere.” 

A  spokesperson  for  Susan  Mc- 
Greivy,  Harris’  civilian  attorney 
from  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  in  Los  Angeles,  said  the 
recommendation  would  be  ap¬ 
pealed  “to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  if  necessary.  ...  If  the  deci¬ 
sion  hasn’t  been  overturned  by 


then,  we  can  take  it  to  the  civilian 
courts.” 

Only  hours  before  the  decision 
against  Harris  was  released,  a  new 
board  began  the  fourth  and,  as  it 
turned  out,  final  hearing.  After 
hearing  two  days  of  testimony  and 
deliberating  for  two  hours,  they 
voted  that  Williams,  a  firefighter 
recruit,  had  engaged  in  “one  or 
more  homosexual  acts”  and  rec¬ 
ommended  that  she,  too,  get  a 
general  discharge  under  honorable 
conditions. 

Williams  said  nothing  after  the 
verdict  was  read,  though  she  had 
earlier  insisted  she  is  not  homo¬ 
sexual. 

Most  of  the  testimony  given 
against  Harris  involved  alleged 
contact  with  Williams.  However, 
in  a  phone  interview  with  GCN, 
Lieut.  Commander  Mark  Baker 
of  the  Naval  Public  Relations 
Department  denied  that  the  board 
which  decided  to  discharge  Wil¬ 
liams  was  influenced  by  the  an¬ 
nouncement  of  the  guilty  vedict 
against  Harris. 

The  prosecution  in  Williams’ 
hearing  had  insisted  that,  al¬ 
though  she  was  a  good  sailor  and 
hard  worker,  the  incidents  of 
alleged  homosexual  activity  make 
her  unfit  to  serve  in  the  Navy. 

Lieut.  Andrew  Hiblar,  the  chief 
prosecutor,  cited  five  separate 
events  that  he  described  as  sexual 
in  nature  that  witnesses  said  oc¬ 
curred  aboard  the  ship.  Four  of 
these  alleged  incidents  involved 
Harris  and  Williams,  who  both 
denied  under  oath  that  they  had 
been  lovers. 

Just  prior  to  the  board’s  deci¬ 
sion,  Williams  said  in  an  unsworn 
statement  that  if  she  were  dis¬ 
charged,  it  should  be  for  stupid¬ 
ity,  not  misconduct;  she  said  it 
would  have  been  stupid  to  try  to 
conduct  sexual  activities  in  an  area 
crowded  with  sleeping  women,  as 
her  accusers  had  alleged. 

“The  only  ones  who  testified 
that  they  had  witnessed  homosex¬ 
ual  activity  had  to  be  brought  here 
from  the  psychiatric  ward  of  the 
Naval  Regional  Medical  Center,” 
Lieut.  Arthur  Thibodeau,  the 
Navy  lawyer  who  represented 
Williams,  told  the  New  York 
Times. 

Thibodeau  was  not  available  to 
explain  his  remark,  but  Baker  told 
continued  on  page  6 
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quote  of  the  week 

“It  is  the  poor  who  have  the  most  to  gain  from 
gay  rights  legislation,  since  they  are  most  likely  to 
lose  their  jobs,  their  apartments,  even  their  children 
for  daring  to  violate  the  norms  of  heterosexual 
behavior.  For  these  people,  gay  liberation  amounts  to 
upward  mobility.  Only  when  anyone  can  come  out  as 
easily  as  a  middle-class  homosexual  man  will  it  be 
possible  to  speak  of  gay  life  as  though  we  know  what 
it  is.” 

—  Richard  Goldstein  in  “The  Future  of  Gay 
Liberation:  Sex  on  Parole,”  in  the  Village  Voice, 
August  20-26,  1980. 


young  lesbian  rap  group 

BOSTON  —  A  new  lesbian  rap  group  is  forming 
in  Boston  sponsored  by  the  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  The  group  will  meet  on 
Thursday  evenings  from  7:30  to  9:30  at  BAGLY’s 
space  on  128a  Tremont  St.  and  is  open  to  women  22 
and  under  who  are  or  are  considering  being  lesbians. 

BAGLY  member  Lisa  Chernin  commented,  "We 
feel  the  need  for  a  group  run  by  youth  that  will  deal 
openly  with  issues  that  young  women  face.  While  the 
group  is  designed  to  focus  on  women’s  issues, 
including  lesbianism  and  feminism,  BAGLY  is  a  co-ed 
youth  organization  and  the  group  will  be  non¬ 
separatist  in  nature.” 

The  lesbian  rap  group’s  activities  will  include 
social  events,  workshops  and  guest  speakers.  Wed¬ 
nesday  evening  and  Saturday  afternoon  BAGLY 
meetings  are  also  open  to  young  lesbians.  For 
information  call  338-9472  or  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Hotline,  426-9371. 


terrifying  breakthrough 

PASADENA,  CA  —  American  Christian  Cause 
(ACC),  another  fundamentalist  Christian  political 
organization,  has  formed  a  special  task  force  called 
“Stop  Gay  Power.” 

The  task  force’s  “first  big  test  of  strength,” 
according  to  a  fundraising  letter,  is  their  campaign  to 
halt  a  proposed  ABC  situation  comedy  television 
series  about  a  gay  male  couple.  The  letter  calls  the 
proposed  series  a  chance  for  “militant  homosexuals 
[to]  soon  score  a  terrifying  breakthrough  in  their  war 
against  the  Christian  family,”  and  says  that  the 
series’  tentative  title,  “Adam  and  Yves,’  is  “a 
blasphemous  mockery  of  God's  creation  of  man  and 
woman  in  the  Holy  Bible.” 

The  letter,  signed  by  ACC  president  Rev.  Robert 
G.  Grant,  PhD.,  urges  recipients  to  send  pre-printed 
protest  postcards  to  ABC  and  to  the  chair  of  the 
Federal  Communications  Commission,  demanding 
that  the  series  not  be  aired.  It  also  asks  that  the 
reader  send  contributions  of  $10  to  $1000  to  the 
organization,  so  that  it  can  “defeat  the  homosexuals 
and  atheists  and  lead  America  back  to  God.” 

The  letter  alleges  that  “homosexual  militants" 
demand  that  first  grade  school  children  be  taught 
that  homosexuality  is  an  acceptable  choice,  that 
Christian  and  other  private  schools  be  forced  to  hire 
lesbian  and  gay  teachers,  that  “practicing  sex  devi¬ 
ants  [be]  invited  into  high  school  classes  to  advocate 
their  ‘lifestyle,’  ”  and  that  “children  as  young  as  three 
and  four  years  of  age  [be]  used  in  ‘kiddie  porn’  films, 
books  and  magazines  by  adult  homosexuals.” 

“If  God-fearing  Christians  like  you  and  I  don’t 
stand  up  together  now,”  the  letter  concludes, 
“there’ll  be  no  stopping  the  militant  gays  and 
atheists.  Our  once-Christian  nation  will  become  a 
nightmare  of  open  homosexuality,  blasphemy,  and 
anti-Christian  persecution.” 

The  letter  is  accompanied  by  a  list  of  endorse¬ 
ments  from  “leading  Americans,”  including  Pat 
Boone,  California  State  Sen.  John  Briggs  (author  of 
the  anti-gay  “Briggs  Initiative”),  former  Los  Angeles 
mayor  Sam  Yorty,  Lawrence  Welk,  Morality  In  Media 
president  Rev.  Morton  Hill,  Art  Linkletter,  and  former 
Los  Angeles  police  chief  Edward  Davis  (who  is  listed 
as  a  “special  consultant”  to  the  organization). 


anita  a  separatist? 

MIAMI,  FL  —  Anita  Bryant,  longtime  opponent  of 
lesbian  and  gay  rights  and  booster  of  the  “preserva¬ 
tion  of  the  famly,”  has  been  granted  a  divorce  from 
her  husband  of  20  years,  Bob  Green'. 

The  New  York  Times  reports  that  Dade  County 
Circuit  Court  Judge  Murray  Goldman  granted  the 
divorce  here  two  weeks  ago.  “This  court  has 
determined  the  marriage  between  the  parties  hereto 
is  irretrievably  broken,”  Goldman  said.  “Therefore 
the  marriage  is  hereby  dissolved.” 

Bryant  and  her  four  children  were  in  the  process 
of  moving  to  Tulsa,  Okla.,  where  the  orange  juice 
promoter  and  former  Miss  America  runner-up  was 
raised,  when  the  divorce  was  granted.  She  was 
unavailable  for  comment  at  the  time,  leaving  her 
mother,  Lenore  Cate,  to  say  how  the  singer-crusader 
felt. 

“Right  now,”  said  Cate,  “she’s  off  of  men,  and  I 
don’t  blame  her.” 


gerty,  gerty,  gerty  stein 

BALTIMORE  —  When  Gertrude  Stein  returned  to 
America  from  Paris  in  1934,  the  translux  on  the  New 
York  Times  Building  announced  to  New  Yorkers  that 
“Gerty,  Gerty,  Gerty  Stein  is  Back,  Back,  Back.”  And 
that’s  the  title  of  a  one-hour,  one-woman  dramatic 
special  on  the  life  of,  Gertrude  Stein,  starring  Pat 
Bond,  to  be  aired  nationally  over  the  Public  Broad¬ 
casting  System  (PBS)  Saturday,  September  20. 
(check  local  listings  for  exact  airdates  and  times  ). 

Bond  has  performed  numerous  one-woman 
shows,  including  “Conversations  With  Pat  Bond,”  as 
well  as  interpretations  of  Colette,  Lizzie  Borden,  and 
Aimee  Semple  McPherson.  She  is  known  for  her  ap¬ 
pearance  in  the  film  Word  Is  Out,  a  critically  ac¬ 
claimed  film  which  documented  the  lives  of  26  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.  Bond  will  also  appear  in  the 
United  Artists  film  House  of  God,  to  be  released  this 
fall. 


subjected  to  this  activity 

CLEARWATER,  FL  —  Vice  detectives  here  have 
arrested  25  men  in  a  crackdown  on  homosexual  activ¬ 
ity  in  public  restrooms. 

The  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.  Times  reports  that  ac¬ 
cording  to  Clearwater  detective  Jeff  Kronschnabl,  the 
arrests  have  been  made  in  men’s  rooms  in  Clear¬ 
water,  Countryside  and  Sunshine  malls,  restaurants 
and  department  stores  throughout  the  city. 

Kronschnabl  did  not  release  the  names  of  those 
arrested.  But  he  said  that  some  of  them  are  men  in 
prominent  positions,  including  a  hospital  official,  a 
schoolteacher,  a  stockbroker,  an  attorney,  and  an  in¬ 
surance  executive.  The  ages  of  the  men  ranged  “from 
15  to  the  upper  70s,”  Kronschnabl  added. 

Those  arrested  were  charged  with  battery,  lewd 
and  lascivious  behavior  or  indecent  exposure. 

Kronschnabl  said  he  and  two  other  detectives, 
under  the  direction  of  Sgt.  George  Morris,  have  been 
staking  out  men’s  rooms  daily.  Usually,  they  have 
made  two  arrests  a  day,  he  added. 

According  to  Kronschnabl,  the  detectives  usu¬ 
ally  wait  in  the  restrooms  until  they  are  approached, 
either  through  verbal  suggestions  or  physical 
advances.  “If  you  go  in  there  and  stand  awhile,  you 
can  usually  make  an  arrest  within  five  minutes,”  he 
said.  He  did  not  specify  what  the  detectives  were 
doing  as  they  stood  waiting  to  be  approached. 

“I  don’t  think  the  citizens  of  Clearwater  should 
be  subjected  to  this  activity,”  Kronschnabl  said. 


where  are  they  now? 

SOLEDAD,  CA  —  At  this  time  last  year,  former 
City  Supervisor  Dan  White  arrived  at  California  Train¬ 
ing  Facility  here.  He  has  spent  the  year  reading,  work¬ 
ing  in  the  prison  laundry  and  playing  basketball. 

Convicted  of  manslaughter  in  the  slaying  of  San 
Francisco  Mayor  George  Moscone  and  Supervisor 
Harvey  Milk,  the  former  firefighter  and  police  officer 
will  be  eligible  for  release  January  6,  1984,  having 
served  just  under  five  years.  This  release  is  con¬ 
tingent  on  his  continued  good  conduct.  White  could 
remain  in  prison  until  July  28,  1986  if  he  violates 
prison  regulations. 

White  lives  in  a  single  cell  in  the  protective 
housing  unit,  along  with  125  other  inmates,  several  of 
whom  are  former  police  officers.  According  to  public 
information  officer  Dan  Byrd,  “He  (White)  believed 
and  we  do  also  that  his  life  would  be  in  danger”  if  he 
were  not  in  protective  custody.  The  danger  to  White 
stems  not  only  from  the  nature  of  his  crime,  but  from 
his  status  as  a  former  officer,  said  Byrd. 


no  gays  at  jolar? 

BOSTON  —  Reports  have  reached  GCN  that  a 
large  number  of  gay  men  were  forcefully  ejected  from 
a  local  pornographic  movie  house  here  last  Sunday 
morning. 

The  Jolar  Cinema  at  1  Essex  St.  charges  a  $2.00 
entrance  fee,  in  exchange  for  which  the  customer 
receives  eight  tokens  with  which  to  operate  project¬ 
ors  in  individual  booths.  Although  the  films  are  all 
heterosexual,  an  informant,  who  requested  that  his 
name  not  be  used,  told  GCN  that  after  closing  time 
for  local  bars  most  of  the  customers  are  gay  men.  The 
informant  said  a  large  number  of  female  prostitutes 
frequent  the  area  of  the  cinema  and  sometimes  take 
their  clients  into  the  booths.  He  said  the  female 
prostitutes  have  recently  been  harassing  the  gay 
customers,  who  reportedly  also  use  the  booths  for 
sex. 

According  to  the  informant,  as  of  about  2:00  AM 
Sunday,  August  24,  20  or  25  gay  men  had  been 
ejected  before  they  had  used  all  their  tokens,  some 
into  an  unlighted  and  dangerous  alley  behind  the 
theater. 

When  contacted  by  GCN,  Jolar  manager  John 
Bunch  denied  charges  that  female  prostitutes  and 
their  clients  use  the  booths  for  sex.  “I’m  not  running 
no  whorehouse,”  he  said.  He  warned  he  would  not 
tolerate  more  than  one  person  in  each  booth  and 
indicated  he  had  a  right  to  eject  anyone,  gay  or 
straight,  who  used  the  cinema  for  having  sex. 


sticks  and  stones  . . . 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  Civil  Service  Commis¬ 
sion  here  has  adopted  a  far-ranging,  apparently 
unprecedented  new  policy  under  which  city  officials 
and  employees  may  be  demoted  or  dismissed  for 
using  a  “slur”  while  on  duty. 

The  controversial  policy  prohibits  slurs  against 
any  person  “on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  creed, 
national  origin,  ancestry,  age,  sex,  sexual  orientation 
or  disability,”  according  to  the  Los  Angeles  Times. 

While  the  policy  was  reportedly  aimed  mainly  at 
racial  remarks,  the  inclusion  of  “sexual  orientation” 
in  its  provisions  apparently  indicates  that  action  will 
be  taken  against  persons  uttering  anti-lesbian  or  gay 
remarks. 

A  “slur,”  as  defined  in  the  policy,  is  a  word  that 
“by  its  very  utterance  inflicts  injury,  offers  little 
opportunity  for  response,  appeals  not  to  rational 
faculties  or  is  an  unessential  or  gratuitous  part  of  any 
exposition  of  fact  or  opihion.” 

The  new  rule,  passed  by  a  3  to  1  vote  of  the  com¬ 
mission,  was  proposed  by  the  city’s  Human  Rights 
Commission  following  two  well-publicized  incidents 
in  which  officials  reportedly  referred  to  Chinese 
persons  as  “Chinks.” 

While  its  advocates  said  the  new  policy  would 
promote  equal  treatment  and  mutual  respect,  its 
critics  attacked  the  rule  as  an  unconstitutional 
infringement  on  free  speech.  Further,  they  predicted 
that  the  policy  would  be  viewed  as  simply  ridiculous 
—  particular^  for  a  city  widely  known  for  its 
tolerance  of  free  expression. 

Use  of  slurs,  as  defined  by  the  policy,  could 
result  in  an  employee’s  dismissal,  depending  on  the 
circumstances,  backers  of  the  new  rule  said.  They 
added,  however,  that  they  expected  most  incidents  to 
be  made  part  of  the  employee’s  record  and  be  used  in 
judging  her/his  overall  fitness. 


in  the  closet,  in  the  booth 

PROVIDENCE,  Rl  —  A  group  of  five  openly  gay 
men  has  launched  a  state-wide  voter  registration 
drive  here  which  will  include  registration  tables  at 
Rhode  Island’s  lesbian  and  gay  bars  as  well  as  a  sur¬ 
vey  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  registered  by  other 
means. 

Stressing  the  privacy  of  the  voting  booth,  the 
group  has  chosen  as  its  theme,  “You  don’t  have  to  be 
out  of  the  closet  to  register  and  vote.” 

The  effort  began  when  activist  Steve  Wenzel  be¬ 
came  an  official  registrar  on  July  2.  Realizing  a  state¬ 
wide  effort  is  needed,  he  and  four  others  convinced 
authorities  to  empower  them  to  register  voters 
throughout  the  state. 

‘Wenzel  told  GCN,  “We  don’t  have  to  be  a 
majority  to  be  politically  effective.  This  is  an  area 
where  we  and  the  family  of  the  gay  community  must 
put  aside  our  disagreements  and  tell  the  politicians, 
‘We  are  one’.” 

To  aid  in  as  assessment  of  the  community’s 
electoral  strength,  Rhode  Island  lesbians  and  gay 
men  who  register  to  vote  through  other  means  than 
the  gay  registration  drive  are  urged  to  write  the  word 
“registered”  on  a  piece  of  paper  arid  mail  it  to  Voter 
Registration,  P.O.  Box  1462,  Providence,  Rl  02901. 


hats  off  to  skinner 

BOSTON  —  Ron  Skinner,  formerly  director  of 
the  Center  for  Alcohol  Problems  at  the  Waltham 
Hospital,  has  been  named  director  of  the  Homophile 
Alcohol  Treatment  Service  (HATS).  The  announce¬ 
ment  was  made  by  Susan  Rosen,  Executive  Director 
of  the  Homophile  Community  Health  Service,  which 
is  the  host  agency  of  the  alcohol  project.  He  started 
his  duties  at  HATS  on  August  15. 

Skinner  has  been  in  the  alcohol  field  for  13 
years.  In  addition  to  his  out-patient  work,  he  is 
experienced  in  providing  services  to  alcoholics  In  in¬ 
patient  settings  and  has  set  up  alcohol  and  drug 
services  in  a  prison.  Consultation  and  training  are 
special  interests  of  his,  according  to  a  HATS  release. 

Under  Skinner’s  direction,  HATS  will  provide 
individual  and  group  services  to  spouses  and  friends 
of  alcohol  abusers  and  to  recovering  alcoholics,  as 
well  as  to  problem  drinkers  and  alcoholics  who  are 
still  drinking. 

In  her  announcement,  Rosen  said  that  Skinner 
views  the  alcohol  service  as  a  response  to  a  pressing 
need  in  the  community.  In  that  regard  he  is  interested 
that  the^  service  be  responsive  to  the  community. 
Skinner  is  interested  in  hearing  from  persons  in  the 
lesbian/gay  community  and  in  the  professional  com¬ 
munity  who  have  ideas  or  comments  about  how 
HATS  might  meet  the  needs  of  the  community. 

A  six-week  alcohol  education  group,  led  by 
HATS  counselors  Janet  Smeltz  and  Kevin  McGirr,  will 
be  starting  on  September  18.  Interested  'persons 
should  call  (617)  542-5188  for  further  information. 


News  Analysis 


A  New  Witchhunt  Hotline? 


By  Mitzel 

BOSTON  —  Suffolk  County 
(MA)  District  Attorney  Newman 
Flanagan  has  promised  to  “crack 
down  on  child  molesters.”  On  one 
of  a  series  of  Five  recorded  radio 
spots  which  have  been  aired  as 
public  service  announcements  in 
recent  weeks  on  Boston-area  sta¬ 
tions,  Flanagan  makes  a  priority 
of  “Child  Sexual  Assault.” 

The  text  of  his  announcement 
includes: 

“Have  any  of  your  children 
told  you  that  they  received  candy, 
money  or  gifts  from  someone  and 
now,  that  person  has  been  boeth- 
ering  [sic]  him  or  her?  After 
questioning  you  find  out  that  your 
child  has  been  sexually  assaulted. 
What  do  you  do? 

“This  is  Newman  Flanagan, 
Suffolk  County  District  Attorney. 
Many  parents  are  afraid  to  report 
child  molesting,  embarrassed  for 
themselves.  Or  for  their  children, 
and  so  the  criminal  remains  at 
large,  free  to  hurt  your  child  again 
as  well  as  other  children  too. 

“My  office  is  determined  to 
crack  down  on  child  molesters.  If 
you  suspect  that  someone  has 
molested  your  child  you  should 
report  it  immediately  to  your  local 
police  department.  Our  Suffolk 
County  Victim  Wtness  assistance 
staff  will  guide  you  and  your  child 
in  court  proceedings  with  dignity. 
Everything  will  be  done  to  make 
your  court  appearances  as  conven¬ 
ient  as  possible.”  [Emphasis 
added] 

Flanagan’s  other  public  service 
announcements  are  about  home 
burglary,  purse  snatching,  rape, 
and  the  D.A.’s  witness  program. 

In  his  announcement,  Flanagan 
does  not  define  child  sexual  as¬ 
sault.  Under  current  Massachu¬ 
setts  judicial  practice,  assault  on  a 


child  includes  activity  as  vague  as 
“erotic  touching.”  In  a  1978  trial, 
Richard  Bearse,  a  gay  Framing¬ 
ham  shopowner,  received  a  10 
year  prison  sentence  for  “indecent 
assault”  for  having  touched  a 
14-year-old  high  school  football 
player  on  the  neck.  Under  Massa¬ 
chusetts  law,  a  child  is  defined  as 
anyone  under  the  age  of  16. 

Three  years  ago,  Flanagan’s 
predecessor,  D.A.  Garrett  Bryrne 
also  promised  to  crack  down  on 
“child  molesters.”  In  December 
1977,  Byrne  indicted  24  men  in 
what  the  press  dubbed  “The  Re¬ 
vere  Sex  Ring.” 

In  a  move  similar  to  Flanagan’s 
call  for  a  crackown,  former  D.A. 
Byrne  announced  a  special  “Hot¬ 
line”  phone.  Byrne  asked  “out¬ 
raged  citizens”  to  anonymously 
phone  in  the  names  of  gay  men 
suspected  of  having  contacts  with 
minors. 

As  a  result  of  a  legal  challenge 
brought  by  the  pro-gay  Boston/ 
Boise  Committee  (a  group  formed 
in  response  to  Byrne’s  massive 
arrest  of  boy-lovers)  Byrne’s 
office  was  forced  to  discontinue 
use  of  the  Hotline.  By  this  action, 
Byrne  conceded  that  the  Hotline 
had  been  an  illegal  police  proced¬ 
ure. 

Byrne  lost  his  reelection  bid  to 
Flanagan  in  the  1978  Democratic 
primary  partly  as  a  result  of 
Byrne’s  abuse  of  office  in  his  mass 
arrests  of  homosexuals.  A  district 
judge  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  after 
hearing  a  Suffolk  D.A.  request  to 
extradite  one  of  the  “Revere” 
defendants,  had  this  to  say  of 
Byrne’s  crackdown  on  pedophiles: 
“The  conduct  of  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  prosecutor  in  the  case  ap¬ 
proaches  monumental  arrogance. 
Abuse  of  prosecutorial  process  is 
rampant  throughout  the  case.” 


Flanagan  worked  as  an  assistant 
district  attorney  in  Byrne’s  office 
for  16  years. 

David  Rodman,  a  former  Bos¬ 
ton  TV  personality,  now  handles 
publicity  for  D.A.  Flanagan’s 
office.  Rodman  denied  there  was 
any  parallel  to  Byrne’s  anti-gay 
witchhunt.  Rodman  expressed 
surprise  that  some  gay  people 
would  perceive  anything  sinister  in 
Flanagan’s  call  for  a  crackdown. 


Rodman  also  denied  that  the 
phrase  “child  molestors”  was 
being  used  as  a  codeword  for  gay 
pedophiles. 

Yet,  when  asked  to-  release  a 
copy  of  the  tape  or  a  transcript  of 
the  tape  to  the  gay  press,  Rodman 
refused  for  over  two  weeks.  This 
was  information  Flanagan’s  office 
had  freely  supplied  to  straight 
press  and  broadcasters. 

Rodman  would  neither  confirm 


News  Analysis 

SF  Loses  District  Elections 


By  John  Kyper 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  This  city 
seems  assured  of  several  months 
of  political  chaos  after  the  city’s 
voters,  in  a  special  August  19  elec¬ 
tion,  narrowly  endorsed  the  repeal 
of  district  elections  to  the  Board 
of  Supervisors. 

A  35  percent  turnout,  the  low¬ 
est  of  any  election  here  in  half  a 
century,  voted  by  50.6  percent  to 
return  to  the  pre-1977  method  of 
electing  the  11 -member  board  at- 
large. 

This  action,  in  effect,  recalls  the 
present  board,  forcing  all  of  its 
members  to  run  again  in  Novem¬ 
ber  —  including  those  recently 
elected  to  four-year  terms.  Acting 
registrar  of  voters  Jay  Patterson 
has  estimated  that  between  100 
and  200  candidates  will  join  the 
mad  scramble.  The  six  highest 
vote-getters  will  be  elected  to  four- 
year  terms;  the  remaining  five  will 
be  elected  to  two-year  terms. 

Meanwhile,  angry  supporters  of 
district  elections  are  attempting  to 
place  an  initiative  on  the  Novem¬ 
ber  ballot  to  repeal  the  repeal  — 
which,  if  passed,  would  invalidate 
an  election  contest  being  con¬ 
ducted  on  the  same  ballot. 

The  special  election  was  the  lat¬ 
est  engagement  in  a  political 
trench  war  which,  like  Boston’s 
busing  controversy,  began  well  be¬ 
yond  the  memory  of  much  of  the 
electorate.  The  movement  for  dis¬ 
trict  elections  started  a  decade  ago 
as  part  of  a  movement  of  neigh¬ 
borhood  activists  against  the  pro¬ 
development  “downtown”  orien¬ 
tation  of  the  board.  Then-Super¬ 
visor  Dianne  Feinstein  was  among 
those  frequently  criticized  for  her 
support  for  the  big  business 
interests  responsible  for  the 
“Manhattanization”  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  after  World  War  II,  from  a 


solid  union  town  to  a  tourist  city 
and  financial  headquarters  of  the 
Pacific  rim  (see  GCN,  Vol.  6,  No. 
46). 

Harvey  Milk  emerged  as  a 
neighborhood  spokesperson  from 
the  Castro  in  the  early  1970s,  and 
gained  much  credibility  in  his  city¬ 
wide  run  for  the  Board  of  Super¬ 
visors,  most  of  whose  members 
lived  in  wealthy  neighborhoods 
like  Feinstein’s  own  Pacific 
Heights  (at  one  time,  nine  of  its 
members  lived  in  St.  Francis 
Wood,  including  Terry  F rangoi  s, 
who  organized  this  year’s  repeal 
effort). 

After  voters  defeated  a  1973  ini¬ 
tiative  for  district  elections,  or¬ 
ganizers,  including  present  super¬ 
visor  Nancy  Walker,  agreed  to 
hold  off  on  the  issue  until  the  1976 
presidential  election,  when  it  was 
hoped  that  a  larger  voter  turnout 
would  be  more  favorably  disposed 
to  the  proposal.  The  strategy  was 
successful. 

Even  before  it  was  implement¬ 
ed,  however,  district  elections  suc¬ 
cessfully  withstood  the  challenge 
of  an  August  1977  special  election 
and  a  repeal  campaign  financed 
by  the  large  corporations.  Right- 
wing  supervisor  John  Barbagelata 
(another  resident  of  St.  Francis 
Wood)  was  so  embittered  by  his 
narrow  loss  to  George  Moscone  in 
1975  when  he  ran  for  mayor, 
which  he  blamed  on  voters’  fraud 
by  People’s  Temple  leader  Jim 
Jones,  that  he  attempted  not  only 
to  prevent  the  new  board  from 
being  elected  by  districts,  but  as 
well  to  recall  various  city  officials 
he  found  “too  liberal”  (and  pro¬ 
gay),  including  Moscone  and 
Sheriff  Richard  Hongisto. 

District  elections  became  the  ve¬ 
hicle  by  which  the  first  gay  super¬ 
visor  was  elected  to  the  board. 


Harvey  Milk  was  elected  in  No¬ 
vember  1977,  winning  a  30  percent 
plurality  in  a  field  of  18  to  repre¬ 
sent  District  Five,  which  includes 
Castro  Street,  Haight-Ashbury, 
and  Noe  Valley.  Candidates  in 
many  other  districts  failed  to  win 
absolute  majorities,  prompting  a 
city  charter  change  mandating  a 
November  runoff  in  the  event  no 
candidate  received  a  majority. 

Two  candidates  whose  victories 
in  the  initial  free-for-all  would 
bode  ill  for  the  future  of  district 
elections  were  Carol  Ruth  Silver 
and  Dan  White.  Benefitting  by  a 
split  in  the  Latino  vote,  Silver  was 
able  to  get  elected  from  the  Mis¬ 
sion,  which  many  Latinos  had 
considered  “their”  district.  Her 
aloofness  from  her  district  an¬ 
tagonized  many  voters,  symbol¬ 
ized  by  her  seeking  after  higher 
office  and  her  vote  to  double  local 
transit  fares.  And  by  assassinating 
Moscone  and  Milk,  Dan  White 
removed  the  two  most  effective 
proponents  of  opening  up  the 
city’s  government  to  people  hith¬ 
erto  removed  from  the  process, 
turning  back  the  clock  in  a  way  he 
had  never  been  able  to  do  as 
supervisor.  That  action  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  haunt  San  Francisco  for  a 
long  time  to  come,  rarely  acknow¬ 
ledged  but  ever  present. 

Mayor  Feinstein’s  six-week 
delay  in  naming  Milk’s  successor 
further  estranged  her  from  the  gay 
community  that  had  viewed  her 
with  some  distrust.  In  the  end, 
appointee  Harry  Britt  was  accused 
of  “betraying”  Anne  Kronenberg, 
Milk’s  popular  aide,  whom  Fein¬ 
stein  had  flatly  refused  to  appoint. 
Many  accused  the  mayor  of  split¬ 
ting  the  progressive  coalition  that 
had  elected  Milk  in  an  attempt  to 
prevent  a  gay  from  winning  in 
District  Five. 


nor  deny  that  Flanagan’s  office 
has  a  different  policy  regarding 
release  of  public  information  to 
the  gay  press.  He  inquired  as  to 
why  the  gay  press  would  want  to 
obtain  such  public  information. 

The  majority  of  men  serving 
time  in  Massachusetts  prisons  and 
treatment  centers  for  non-forced 
sex  with  minors  are  gay  males, 
many  serving  life  or  multiple  life 
sentence.  Frank  Damiano,  one  of 
the  first  men  arrested  by  Byrne  in 
his  “Revere”  crackdown,  is  cur¬ 
rently  serving  22  life  sentences  for 
non-violent  sex  offenses  with 
minors.  Recent  estimates  places 
the  number  of  gay  men  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  prisons  for  statutory  sex 
violations  at  close  to  100. 

Flanagan’s  promise  to  handle 
“child  victims”  with  dignity  is 
called  into  question  by  recent 
experience.  In  the  “Revere  Sex 
Ring”  caes,  Gary,  a  teenaged 
male  hustler  from  Revere,  was  the 
state’s  “victim”/witness  in  at 
least  eight  of  the  24  cases.  After 
testifying  before  the  grand  jury, 
Gary  did  not  want  to  cooperate 
any  further  with  the  state.  Police 
and  the  D.A.  compelled  Gary’s 
mother  to  sign  over  custody  of 
Gary  to  them.  Gary  was  then  lock¬ 
ed  up  in  a  state-policed  DARE 
house  until  after  the  trial  of  Dr. 
Donald  Allen.  Flanagan’s  office 
has  yet  to  complete  action  on  two 
of  the  remaining  Revere  cases. 

Pedophile  advocates  and  en¬ 
lightened  sex  counselors  have 
argued  for  years  that  in  virtually 
all  cases  where  police  and  D.A.s 
intervene  in  a  child-adult  rela- 
tionsip,  the  child  is  damaged  by 
lengthy  police  interrogation  and 
drawn-out  court  proceedings. 

Pedophile  activist  groups  like 
the  North  American  Man-Boy 
Love  Association  (NAMBLA)  as¬ 


The  issue  of  the  “gay  seat”  had 
become  paramount  by  the  time  of 
the  May  1979  riots  after  the  Dan 
White  verdict  of  voluntary  man¬ 
slaughter  in  the  killings  of  Milk 
and  Moscone.  Opponent  Terence 
Hallinan  attempted  to  exploit 
Britt’s  “irresponsibility”  during 
the  riots  and  the  tensions  in  Dis¬ 
trict  Five  (see  GCN,  Vol.  7,  No. 
24),  a  strategy  that  backfired 
badly.  Even  Feinstein,  realizing 
the  importance  of  the  gay  vote  to 
her  election,  supported  Britt  in  the 
December  runoff. 

Terry  F  rangoi  s  first  announced 
his  campaign  to  repeal  district 
elections  in  a  special  tabloid  Bar¬ 
bagelata  had  had  printed  and  dis¬ 
tributed  in  the  conservative  neigh¬ 
borhoods  west  of  Twin  Peaks 
shortly  before  the  November  elec¬ 
tion.  After  the  runoff,  only  two  of 
the  pre-1977  supervisors  remained 
on  the  board.  Not  only  did  the  at¬ 
tempt  to  purge  Britt  fail,  but 
voters  also  elected  two  neighbor¬ 
hood  activists  with  few  connec¬ 
tions  to  “downtown,”  “radical” 
Nancy  Walker  and  maverick  John 
Bardis.  To  voters  long  accus¬ 
tomed  to  wielding  power,  the  sud¬ 
den  changes  were  threatening. 

Frangois  contended  that  district 
elections  were  a  failure.  For  him, 
perhaps,  they  had  worked  too 
well:  no  district  would  ever  elect 
him.  A  onetime  black  activist  and 
president  of  the  National  Asso¬ 
ciation  for  the  Advancement  of 
Colored  People  (NAACP),  Fran¬ 
gois  was  appointed  by  the  mayor 
to  the  board  in  1964.  In  the  ensu¬ 
ing  years,  Frangois  turned  ultra- 
conservative,  earning  a  reputation 
as  a  “white  man’s  politician.”  He 
retired  from  the  board  in  1977,  as 
did  Barbagelata  and  several  other 
at-large  supervisors. 

Petitions  began  circulating  in 


sert  that  minors  must  have  the 
right  to  privacy  and  the  opportun¬ 
ity  to  choose  their  sexual  expres¬ 
sion  without  the  censoring  of 
parents,  police  or  district  attor¬ 
neys. 

As  for  the  D.A.’s  office,  Rod- 
man  did  not  understand  how  there 
could  be  any  controversy  over  the 
matter  of  sexual  relations  with 
minors.  Yet  a  spokesman  for  one 
all-news  Boston  radio  station 
which  allegedly  has  aired  the 
“Child  Sexual  Assault”  spot  (but 
later  denied  doing  so)  said  his 
station  wouldn’t  run  such  a  sensa¬ 
tional  tape  “because  we  wouldn’t 
want  to  get  caught  up  in  that  con¬ 
troversy.” 

Rodman  asked  what  age  of  con¬ 
sent  gay  activists  would  recom¬ 
mend.  Though  the  issue  of  age  of 
consent  remains  a  topic  of  lively 
debate  among  gay  men  and  lesbi¬ 
ans,  NAMBLA  has  taken,  as  a  na¬ 
tional  position,  the  abolition  of  all 
age  of  consent  laws  and  the  imme¬ 
diate  release  from  prisons  and 
treatment  centers  of  all  men  con¬ 
victed  for  non-forced  sex  with 
minors. 

Among  pro-pedo  gay  activists, 
Flanagan’s  incitement  to  report 
“child  molesters”  to  police  — 
using  the  „  false  and  sensational 
charge  of  luring  children  with 
candy  and  gifts  —  is  nothing  more 
than  a  repeat  effort  to  stir  up 
public  homophobia  and  encour¬ 
age  attacks  on  homosexuals. 
Despite  Rodman’s  disclaimers 
about  the  D.A.’s  best  intentions, 
Flanagan  has  a  lot  of  explaining  to 
do.  No  matter  what  they  may 
think  up  in  the  D.A.’s  office,  our 
memories  in  the  gay  community 
are  not  so  short. 


early  1980  to  place  the  repeal  on 
the  June  primary  ballot.  Seeming¬ 
ly,  the  question  was  disqualified 
by  the  registrar  of  voters  because 
the  petitioners  had  not  submitted 
enough  verifiable  signatures  by  the 
filing  deadline.  They  sued;  the 
signatures  were  verified,  and  on 
June  27,  Judge  Ira  Brown  of  the 
Superior  Court  ruled  that  the  issue 
must  go  to  a  special  election  on 
August  19.  The  decision  was 
upheld  by  a  higher  court  on  an 
appeal  by  the  Board  of  Super¬ 
visors. 

District  election  forces  were 
naturally  dismayed  by  the  pros¬ 
pect  of  a  seven-week  campaign  in 
the  middle  of  the  summertime, 
concluding  one  week  after  the 
Democratic  National  Convention 
in  New  York,  where  Britt  and 
many  other  activists  were  dele¬ 
gates.  The  advantage  of  special 
elections  with  their  low  turnouts 
lies  with  the  conservatives,  and 
there  was  suspicion  that  F  rangoi  s 
had  planned  that  the  election 
should  fall  at  that  time.  The  elec¬ 
tion  cost  the  city  a  badly-need 
$500,000  to  place  just  one  item, 
Proposition  A,  on  the  ballot. 

The  No  On  A  forces  faced  an 
uphill  battle  to  prevent  what  could 
have  been  a  landslide  against 
them,  losing  by  1600  votes  out  of 
140,500  cast.  Had  they  more 
accurately  pinpointed  their  sup¬ 
porters  and  brought  them  out, 
they  might  have  won.  The  dissatis¬ 
faction  with  the  present  board  af¬ 
fected  the  outcome;  the  sole  Asian 
and  Latino  members  had  been  de¬ 
feated  last  year,  and  some  mem¬ 
bers  of  those  communities  voted 
for  the  at-large  system,  which  had 
allowed  them  at  least  token  repre¬ 
sentation.  In  several  communities, 
the  vote  was  a  referendum  on  par- 
continued  on  page  16 
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uncle  sam  wants 

Dear  Editor, 

It  is  with  extreme  discomfort  that  I  once  again 
read  that  my  sisters  in  the  military  are  being  per¬ 
secuted.  It  is  obvious  that  this  is  purely  a  peace 
time  pursuit.  One  hardly  reads  of  homosexual 
purges  during  wartime.  I  also  suspect  this  is  one 
way  of  making  sure  that  the  wo.men  in  the  service 
are  kept  in  their  place,  in  the  barracks,  in  the 
kitchen  and  not  in  the  field. 

I  strongly  urge  that  an  all  out  effort  be  made, 
once  and  for  all  to  protect  our  brothers  and  sisters 
who  choose  to  serve  their  country.  If  gays  are  ever 
going  to  achieve  acceptance,  full  acceptance  it 
will  have  to  be  in  all  quarters,  from  the  ballot  to 
the  bullet  mentality.  As  a  former  military  person, 
I  find  the  service  an  abhorent  stint  of  servitude. 
But,  whatever  feelings  I  personally  harbor  about 
the  barbaric  mentality  of  the  service,  I  fully 
support  those  who  desire  to  choose  to  serve  their 
country  in  the  military.  And,  without  reservation 
I  say  to  those  are  persecuted  and  singled  out,  you 
were  a  sacrifice.  ...  we  all  know  how  many  gays 
there  are  in  all  branches  of  the  service.  So  does  the 
defense  department. 

Ann  Weld-Harrington 
Brookline,  MA 

the  silver  screen 

Dear  Editor: 

As  a  faggot  filmmaker  I  am  deeply  disturbed 
by  the  continual  coverage  which  GCN  isgiving'to 
the  commercial  film  industry  and  its  products. 
Cruising  and  Windows.  Hardly  an  issue  seems  to 
be  without  some  comment  on  these  two  media 
commodities.  The  recent  centerfold  article  by 
Michael  Bronski  in  Vol.  8,  No.  5  is  the  latest  in 
this  series  of  promotional  articles  for  the  film  in¬ 
dustry,  and  I  can  no  longer  remain  silent  while 
you  continue  to  offer  free  press  space  to  these 
products  while  refusing  to  deal  in  any  way  with 
the  many  films  made  by  lesbian  and  gay  film¬ 
makers. 

Behind  all  the  verbiage  about  the  images  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  in  film  is  a  bourgeois  defini¬ 
tion  of  film  as  a  narrative  art  form.  The  narrative 
form  is  designed  to  control  the  mass  mind.  It  re¬ 
inforces  the  status  quo  by  informing  people 
through  linear  thought  processes.  Narrative  form 
tells  us  that  life  and  art  progress  in  a  straight  line 
from  beginning  to  middle  to  climax  to  end.  I 
challenge  anyone  to  name  three  films  produced 
by  the  film  industry  which  are  not  composed  in 
this  form.  This  film  form  is  itself  part  of  the 
problem  when  considering  the  images  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men  in  cinema.  There  is  simply  no  way 
that  the  traditional  narrative  form  can  deal  with 
the  lesbian/gay  male  experience  in  an  honest  way 
because  our  life  experience  is  not  linear,  is  not 
object  oriented,  and  by  its  nature  is  not  part  of 
the  culture  which  gave  rise  to  the  narrative 
forms. 

Word  Is  Out  came  as  close  as  any  film  could 
come  to  satisfying  the  need  for  alternative  form 
without  alienating  the  narrative  film  junkies. 
Thereby  it  was  marketable.  ' 

Unfortuately,  the  films  by  lesbian  and  gay 
male  filmmakers  which  explore  the  gay  experi¬ 
ence  in  non-bourgeois  forms  are  not  marketable 
through  the  straight  industrial  channels. 

Michael  Bronski  wrote:  “Because  alternative 
cultures  are  threatening  they  are  going  to  be 
assimilated  and  watered  down;  because  they  are 
reminders  that  all  the^vorld  is  not  the  same  they 
are  going  to  be  avoided.  .  .”  This  is  a  correct 
observation  and  an  accurate  description  of  the 
fate  of  the  alternative  gay  cinema. 

At  this  point  1  can  no  longer  address  myself  to 
the  situation  of  lesbian  filmmakers,  because  they 
have  done  what  the  gay  men  are  too  oblivious  to 
deal  with.  Lesbian  artists  have  begun  to  come  to¬ 
gether  in  solidarity,  organize  support  mechan¬ 
ism,  distribute  the  work,  and  most  important, 
write  about  the  work  in  the  lesbian  press. 

There  are  films  about  the  gay  male  experience. 
So  many  that  the  gay  press  could  be  helping  to 
stimulate  discussion  of  the  nature  and  qualities 
of  “our  culture.”  But  as  Bronski  noted,  “they 
are  going  to  be  avoided.”  The  independently 
produced  alternative  gay  film  is  not  designed  to 
fill  the  needs  of  gay  men  who  have  been  indoc¬ 
trinated  into  believing  that  cinema  is  a  great 
dream  machine  and  all  we  have  to  do  is  get  our 
cleancut  image  up  there  on  the  screen  and  presto, 
we  have  a  “gay”  film  to  call  our  own. 

It  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  responsibility  of  the 
gay  press  to  make  its  readers  aware  of  the  exis¬ 
tence  and  relevance  of  films  which  have  been  in¬ 
dependently  produced  by  lesbian  and  gay  film¬ 
makers.  GCN  and,  indeed,  most  gay  publica¬ 
tions  have  failed  the  gay  community  in  this  re¬ 
sponsibility.  As  a  recent  example,  how  much 
coverage,  I  mean  meaningful,  insightful  analysis 
was  given  to  the  Gay  Film  Festival  in  New  York 
last  May?  About  as  much  as  the  straight  press 
gave  it:  none.  How  can  the  potential  audience  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  be  reached  if  writers  and 
film  critics  in  the  gay  press  don’t  even  bother  to 
cover  the  independently  produced  lesbian  and 
gay  film? 

In  light  of  all  the  energy  that  has  been  directed 
toward  the  straight  film  industry,  I  believe  it’s 
time  for  GCN  to  start  dealing  with  the  alternative 
gay  cinema  in  its  pages. 

Sincerely, 

Jerry  Tartaglia 
Liberty,  TN 


s&m  101 

Dear  Editor, 

Re:  Andrea  Dworkin’s  comments  on  S&M  in 
the  July  19  issue:  “You  can’t  say  that  in  one 
situation  (S  &  M)  is  freedom  and  in  another  it’s 
servitude.  You  can’t  say  that  you  understand  the 
basic  sadomasochistic  rituals  of  this  society  and 
that  you  participate  in  them  and  that  therefore 
you  are  free  of  them  and  they  have  nothing  to  do 
with  you.” 

Dworkin  blurs  the  meaning  of  the  term  “sado¬ 
masochism”  over  so  much  territory  that  to  com¬ 
pletely  rebut  her  would  require  a  semester  of 
S&M  101.  But  in  her  first  sentence  above,  try 
substituting  the  word  “sex”  for  the  term 
“S&M”  —  a  miraculous  enlightenment  may 
occur.  However,  I,  and  many  of  my  S&M  sisters, 
do  not  say  that  we  “understand  the  basic  sado¬ 
masochistic  rituals  of  this  society”  because  we  do 
not  use  the  word  “sadomasochistic”  in  that  way. 
We  call  such  “rituals”  cruel  and  oppressive;  it  is 
the  anti-S&M  speakers  and  writers  who  call  them 
by  the  same  name  as  our  sexual  minority.  Nor  do 
we  say  that  we  participate  in  such  behavior. 
Again,  these  are  their  words,  words  coming  from 
someone  who  has  no  concept  of  what  happens  in 
an  S&M  scene  between  women,  how  every  small 
act,  as  well  as  the  major  premises  of  the 
behavior,  differs  from  the  actions  of  attack  and 
oppression.  Dworkin  is  incapable  of  making 
these  distinctions  because  she  has  never  seen 
them  unfold  in  a  real  S&M  scene  and  because  she 
is  as  ideologically  outside,  and  determined  to 
remain  outside,  S&M  as  Anita  Bryant  is  outside 
homosexuality;  any  communication  that  has  to 
pass  through  that  attitude  becomes  hopelessly 
garbled. 

No  politically  aware  person  claims  to  be  free 
of  patriarchal  acculturation.  But  for  Dworkin  to 
say  that  the  statement  “This  is  what  we  do  and  it 
is  the  best  and  we’re  tired  of  you  not  liking  it” 
must  be  replaced  by  the  question  “Why?”  is  for 
her  to  advocate  a  giant  step  backward  from  sex¬ 
ual  assertiveness  into  Freudian  guilt.  It  is  the 
same  soft  of  reasoning  that  claims  lesbianism  is 
wrong  because  it  must  stem  from  imitation  of 
males;  it  is,  essentially,  an  attempt  to  embarrass; 
or  at  best  an  analysis  from  a  position  of  ignor¬ 
ance.  Dworkin  would  not  cede  analysis  of  les¬ 
bianism  to  straight  women;  we  do  not  cede 
analysis  of  S&M  to  vanilla  feminists.  Her 
assumption  that  no  S&M  woman  has  ever  asked 
herself  “What  does  it  mean?”  only  highlights 
her  incompetence  in  this  area,  for  S&M  women 
are  more  involved  in  struggling  with  this  analysis 
than  she  ever  could  be.  After  all,  it’s  our  sex¬ 
uality,  not  hers. 

Sincerely, 

Johanna  Reimoldt 
Daly  City,  CA 


re:  thomas  paine, 
patriot 

Dear  Readers: 

In  1977  I  answered  a  query  in  these  columns  to 
the  effect  that  it  was  my  opinion  that  American 
patriot  Thomas  Paine  was  “not  to  my  knowledge 
gay,  despite  his  fit  into  Uranian  templates.”  We 
should  trust  our  own  homophilic  sciences  and  I 
must  now  apologize  if  I  have  misled  any  students 
of  gay  American  history  by  using  caution  with 
wanton  abandon.  Indeed,  I  must  now  reverse  my 
entire  position. 

Tom  Paine  married,  according  to  his  own  ac¬ 
count,  only  for  money  and  the  comforts  of  cook¬ 
ing.  He  admitted  that  he  “married  for  prudential 
reasons  and  abstained  [from  sex  with  his  wife] 
for  prudential  reasons.”  What  ever  would  New 
England  Mutual  or  John  Hancock  have  to  say? 

It  is  apparent  from  Paine’s  own  motivations 
that  he  belongs  in  the  homophilic  camp,  so  far  as 
it  is  distained  by  heterophilic  historians  and 
homophilic  apologists;  it  is  also  time  we  ap¬ 
proached  Paine’s  contributions  to  the  Republic 
from  the  point  of  view  of  homophilic  motiva¬ 
tion.  Well,  is  there  any  question  but  what  Alex¬ 
ander  the  Great’s  messianic  campaign  into  India 
was  homophilic?  None  that  haven’t  been  defin¬ 
itely  answered. 

Kalos  kagathos, 

Diane  Drew,  Ph.D.,  Research  Fellow 
International  Homophilics  Institute 
Boston,  MA 


Reminder 

Bylines/Datelines 

In  August  1979,  in  response  to  suggestions 
from  our  readers,  we  developed  the  following 
policy:  datelines  appear  in  all  news  stories  to 
identify  immediately  the  location  of  a  news 
event.  Bylines  (such  as  “By  Lisa  Nussbaum”) 
indicate  that  the  writer  filed  the  story  from 
the  city  in  which  it  took  place.  In  the  case  that 
the  story  is  written  in  a  city  other  than  the  one 
indicated  by  the  dateline,  we  use  the  words 
“Compiled  by.” 


lesbian  s&m 

GCN, 

I’ve  taken  on  the  assignment  of  reviewing  an 
S&M  journal  put  out  by  a  group  of  Los  Angeles 
lesbians  which  you  will  see  reviewed  shortly.  This 
task  has  brought  up  the  issue  for  me  of  S&M/ 
B&D  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  community.  My 
belief  is  that  to  deny  a  segment  of  our  communi¬ 
ty  is  to  deny  ourselves  and  is  no  different  than 
people  hating  us  just  for  being  different.  Since 
when  do  we  attack  each  other  for  how  we  relate 
sexually  when  we  are  the  group  Fighting  so  hard 
year  after  year  to  keep  laws  from  being  passed 
against  consenting  adults  choosing  their  own 
sexual  preference  and  mode  of  expression  of  that 
preference?  No  one  knows,  has  seen  or  practices 
clear,  well  thought  out,  rational  sexuality 
because  we  have  never  seen  it.  We  all  have  some 
kind  of  distressful  sexual  memories  and/or 
unpleasant  experiences  that  have  affected  how 
we  relate  sexually.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  best  we 
have  been  able  to  do  under  the  circumstances  is 
to  be  “aware”  of  our  partner’s  needs,  limitations 
and  respect  them. 

An  example  of  the  oppression  we  have 
encouraged  in  the  lesbian  community,  in 
particular,  was  brought  home  to  me  by  a 
previous  lover.  Three  months  into  our  relation¬ 
ship  she  asked  me  to  spank  her.  The  sadness  that 
overwhelmed  me  that  someone  I  loved  needed  to 
take  that  long  to  share  her  deeper  sexual  needs 
with  me  made  me  realize  that  we  as  a  community 
and  as  women  are  hurting  each  other  by  the  iso¬ 
lation  we  create  in  disapproving  of  our  own  peo¬ 
ple’s  sexual  lifestyles.  I  wonder  also  if  that  old 
adage  we  use  so  liberally  against  people  not  of 
our  persuasion,  “If  you’re  so  afraid,  may.be  you 
are  gay,”  applies  to  people  who  are  so  afraid  of 
exploring  this  side  of  sexuality.  S&M  and/or 
B&D  are  not  everyone’s  cut  of  leather,  but  I  chal¬ 
lenge  those  of  us  who  are  outwardly  disapprov¬ 
ing,  horrified,  and  altogether  queazy  of  this  form 
of  sexual  expression,  to  really  think  about  what 
scares  you  about  it  and  stop  being  an  oppressor 
to  potential  allies  within  the  community.  Every¬ 
one  wants  to  belong  where  they  are  welcome  and 
it  is  up  to  us  as  a  community  to  unite  and  not  iso¬ 
late  members  who  need  the  safety  to  know  their 
sexuality  isn’t  the  issue  but  who  they  can  be  as  an 
ally.  It  is  a  time  for  us  as  a  political  community 
to  put  aside  petty  differences  and  go  for  the  long¬ 
term,  allied,  committed,  responsible  movement 
that  brings  about  effective  change.  Why  must  we 
put  ourselves  in  a  position  against  members  of 
the  community  over  sexual  lifestyles? 

Suppose  they  were  to  tell  those  of  us  not  into 
S&M  and/or  B&D  that  we  were  unliberated. 
Most  of  us  would  and  have  become  rigid  in  our 
righteousness  and  tell  them  they  were  in  the 
minority.  I  know  this  is  not  true.  I  have  come 
across  numerous  lesbians  who  like  to  be  bound, 
spanked,  disciplined,  bossed  around,  humiliated, 
and/or  severely  punished. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  S&M/B&D  are 
hush-hush  issues  in  the  lesbian  community.  Ever 
wonder  why?  Maybe  you  want  to  believe  it 
doesn’t  exist  or  that  it’s  for  peryerted  people  or 
that  it’s  not  politically  correct  and  therefore 
lesbians  wouldn’t  do  that  sort  of  thing.  Wrong. 
Sexual  differences  are  as  varied  in  our  communi¬ 
ty  as  our  lifestyles  and  ways  of  relating  to  people. 
It  might  be  that  S&M/B&D  are  not  discussed  in 
the  lesbian  community  because  we  are  not 
encouraged  to  do  so.  There  is  a  lot  of  guilt 
associated  with  being  lesbian,  bi-sexual  or  gay 
and  this  extends  to  any  differences  seen  within 
the  community.  We  have  picked  up  the  attitude 
from  the  homophobic  community  that  what  is 
not  the  norm  is  not  to  be  encouraged.  Because  of 
this  oppression  focused  on  us  from  the  outside 
we  oppress  and  deny  those  not  fitting  into  the 
norm  within  our  own  community. 

If  we  are  to  grow  mentally,  physically,  and 
spiritually  as  a  strong,  united  movement  we  must 
expand  our  tolerance,  acceptance,  throw  off  our 
internalized  oppression  from  the  outside  world, 
and  see  ourselves  as  a  wholistic  community.  It  is 
time  for  us  to  search  for  ways  to  ally  ourselves  on 
a  personal  and  political  level.  Alone  we  are  not 
effective,  together  we  are  invincible. 

Patricia  Tracey 
Somerville,  MA 


-  features  editor 

GCN  is  looking  for  a  Features  Editor.  Re¬ 
sponsible  for  regular  features  and  monthly 
book  supplements.  Good  editing  and  writing 
skills,  a  commitment  to  feminism  and  an 
openness  to  discussion  about  all  aspects  of 
lesbian  and  male  gay  life  are  essential.  Ad¬ 
dress  inquiries  and  resumes  to  Richard  Burns, 
GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
(617)  426-4469. 
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Community  Voices _ 

we  have  seen  the  enemy  and  s/he  is  us  Saturday  night  fever  no  place  like  home 


Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  Everywhere, 

The  March  on  Washington  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights  on  Oct.  14,  1979  was,  among  other 
things,  a  successful  effort  to  bring  our  struggle  to 
the  point  where  we  could  no  longer  be  ignored  by 
those  in  power.  Now,  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  this  country,  presidential  candidates 
are  taking  a  public  stand  on  the  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  issue.  What  will  happen  after  the  election 
remains  to  be  seen,  but  they  know  that  we  can  no 
longer  be  ignored. 

While  some  of  us  continue  the  fight  for  our 
rights,  other  among  us  seem  determined  to  divide 
us  and  sap  our  energy  and  resources  by  creating 
distrust  and  spreading  misinformation.  New 
York  City  has  been  the  scene  of  this  kind  of 
counterproductivity  ever  since  the  March  and, 
unfortunately,  it  is  some  of  the  same  people  who 
were  heavily  involved  in  organizing  for  the 
March  in  New  York  City  who  have  since  become 
divisive  and  destructive  to  the  movement. 
Because  they  have  been  so  divisive  in  their  tactics 
they  have  lost  most  of  the  few  followers  they  had 
on  a  local  level,  and  New  York’s  Coalition  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  (CLGR)  has  been  torn 
asunder  by  the  misleadership  of  its  coordinators. 

1  had  worked  closely  with  these  people  during 
those  frantic  final  weeks  prior  to  the  March  in  my 
capacity  as  media  co-coordinator.  It  was  a  dif¬ 
ficult  job  at  best  and  was  not  made  any  easier  by 
the  fact  that  there  was  little  or  no  money  to  work 
with;  we  were  dealing  with  major  crises  and 
obstacles  on  a  daily  and,  sometimes,  hourly 
basis.  I  was  deeply  involved  with  organizing  the 
March  and  rally  as  well  as  using  the  media  to  get 
people  to  Washington,  and  then  co-coordinating 
media  coverage  of  the  event  itself.  When  plans  to 
provide  live  television  coverage  fell  through, 
primarily  due  to  lack  of  funds,  I  contacted  Greta 
Schiller,  who  was  working  with  Women  Make 
Movies  at  the  time,  about  getting  together  a  film 
crew  to  go  to  Washington.  My  primary  concern 
was  that  the  event  be  documented  for  historical 
purposes,  and  so  that  those  who  couldn’t  attend 
for  financial  reasons  or  because  they  couldn’t 
risk  coming  out  could  see  it.  Because  we  were 
struggling  up  until  the  last  minute  to  get  the 

high  hopes 

Dear  Everyone, 

Gary  Ralph’s  letter  of  Aug.  16  set  off  a  whole 
range  of  thoughts  and  feelings  about  racism  and 
homophobia  which  I’d  like  to  use  to  get  a 
discussion  going.  The  letter  detailed  the  unsuc¬ 
cessful  attempt  of  an  intern  in  the  office  of  the 
Massachusetts  Commission  Against  Discrimina¬ 
tion  (MCAD)  to  talk  seriously  with  the  field  rep¬ 
resentative  (a  black  man)  about  anti-gay  discrim¬ 
ination.  My  main  reaction  was  “if  gay  men  and 
lesbians  (especially  lesbians,  see  GCN  Vol.7 
No.l)  are  spending  time  and  energy  dealing  with 
their  racism,  it’s  only  fair  that  straight  third 
world  people  work  on  their  homophobia.” 

I’m  not  claiming  that  there  aren’t  such  people 
doing  exactly  that,  I  just  haven’t  heard  of  any.  I 
would  love  to  be  informed  that  there  have  been 
in  the  Bay  State  Banner  (Boston’s  newspaper  for 
the  black  community)  columns  and  letters 
stressing  the  need  for  making  connections  with 
other  progressive  movements  like  the  lesbian/gay 
movement;  and  acknowledging  the  existence  of 
lesbian  and  gay  males  in  the  third  world,  with 
their  special  hardships  in  a  racist  and  homophob¬ 
ic  society.  Wouldn’t  it  be  great  if  the  discussion 
in  the  paper  resulted  in  a  group  of  straight  third 
worlders  being  formed  to  work  on.  their  homo¬ 
phobia? 

Why  was  the  field  representative  so  unsympa¬ 
thetic  to  the  subject  of  lesbian/gay  rights?  Black 
people  certainly  have  reason  to  feel  their  recent 
gains  threatened,  as  other  groups  agitate  for 
social  and  political  change.  But  this  conflict  is 
the  fault  of  the  system  that  causes  discrimination 
and  inequities,  not  the  other  groups  trying  to 
better  their  lots.  As  1  remember,  Mel  King  and 
others’  dislike  of  the  proposed  Boston  Commis¬ 
sion  Against  Discrimination  was  in  part  due  to 
their  fear  that  adding  new  criteria  for  discrimina¬ 
tion  redress,  such  as  sexual  orientation,  would 
dilute  the  current  work  at  MCAD  on  racially- 
based  discrimination.  It’s  too  easy  to  think  of 
other  groups  as  the  enemy,  but  they’re  not.  As 
has  been  iterated  in  our  columns  and  letters  and 
speeches,  minorities  and  oppressed  groups  have 
more  to  gain,  IN  THE  LONG  RUN,  by  working 
together  than  apart.  How  can  we  convince  the 
field  representative  of  this? 

The  frictions  between  lesbian/gay  and  third 
world  activists  will  not  be  lessened  by  ordering 
the  conflict  out  of  the  office,  as  the  field  rep.  did 
to  Gary  Ralph.  Concerns  about  protecting  your 
slice  of  the  pie  are  real  and  need  to  be  discussed, 
in  both  black  and  lesbian/gay  papers.  For  start¬ 
ers,  invitations  could  be  sent  to  the  MCAD  and 
the  Bay  State  Banner  to  ask  them  to  contribute  to 
a  public  discussion  on  how  lesbian/gay  concerns 
affect  them. 

I  know  there  are  other  people  out  there  with 
strong  feelings  of  all  kinds:  resentments  and  high 
hopes,  not  to  mention  divided  loyalties.  Speak 
out,  write  in,  be  heard. 

In  hopes  that  not  all  criticism  will  be  read  as 
racism  or  homophobia, 

Dee  Michel 
Cambridge,  MA 


money  to  make  the  rally  itself  possible  (most  of 
this  money  came  from  Texas  and  Tennessee),  it 
was  impossible  to  get  front  money  for  the  shoot, 
but  several  lesbian  and  gay  filmmakers  came  and 
donated  their  time,  equipment  and  skills  to 
record  this  significant  event  in  the  history  of  our 
movement. 

After  the  March  the  New  York  office  was  left 
with  a  $35,000  debt.  I  made  several  unsuccessful 
attempts  to  help  raise  money  to  reduce  the  debt 
with  little  or  no  cooperation  from  other  members 
of  what  was  then  called  the  March  on 
Washington  Committee.  When  1  was  trashed  and 
scapegoated  for  my  efforts  I  informed  the 
“Committee”  that  I  would  no  longer  work  with 
them  and  that  finishing  the  film  was  my  primary 
interest  as  far  as  post-March  activities  were  con¬ 
cerned.  The  trashing  and  character  assassination 
increased  and  I  was  told,  second  or  third  hand, 
that  I  was  “a  dangerous  woman,”  but  I  was 
never  confronted  by  my  accusers  in  person.  Sup¬ 
posedly  I  was  considered  to  be  “dangerous” 
because  I  wasn’t  under  their  influence. 

Recently  this  same  crew  held  a  mock  election 
and  chose  themselves  to  run  what  is  supposed  to 
be  a  national  lesbian  and  gay  communications 
network.  At  the  meeting  where  this  “election” 
took  place  a  man  who  was  courageous  enough  to 
call  attention  to  the  lack  of  democratic  process 
was  physically  attacked.  And  today  I  learned  that 
I  have  again  been  targeted  for  scapegoating  by 
these  incompetent  politicos.  In  their  pathetic 
groveling  for  recognition  at  any  price  they  are 
now  clawing  for  control  of  the  documentary  film 
on  the  March.  I  can  no  longer  sit  back  while  these 
self-proclaimed  “leaders”  spread  their  political 
cancer  without  attempting  to  forewarn  their  un¬ 
suspecting  potential  victims.  I  urge  all  lesbians 
and  gay  men  to  withhold  your  names  and  money 
from  the  “National  Lesbian  and  Gay  Communi¬ 
cations  Network,”  and  from  anyone  connected 
with  it  who  claims  to  be  raising  money  for  the 
documentary  on  the  March  on  Washington. 
With  deepest  regrets, 

Katherine  Davenport 
San  Rafael,  CA 

and  yet  more 

Dear  Editor, 

I’ve  about  had  it!  I’ve  received  recently  a  mail¬ 
ing  concerning  something  called  the  Coalition  for 
a  People’s  Alternative  in  a  memo  headed  by  four 
names  hailing  from  Boston  to  Maryland.  The 
two  names  from  New  York  are  all  too  well 
known  in  this  neck  of  the  woods. 

These,  with  a  few  others,  are  the  ones  who  pre¬ 
empted  the  New  York  office  of  the  National 
March  on  Washington,  refused  to  hold  them¬ 
selves  responsible  to  anyone  but  themselves,  ig¬ 
nored  requests  for  financial  disclosure,  and  left 
the  March  some  $35,000.00  in  debt. 

These  same  folks  instigated  the  Oberlin  Post- 
March  Policy  conference.  Only  25  states  had  any 
kind  of  representation  —  some  hardly  represen¬ 
tative  and  some  not  altogether  sympathetic. 
Nonetheless  something  emerged  calling  itself  the 
National  Lesbian  and  Gay  Communications  Net¬ 
work  (NL&GCN)  and  with  grandiose  claims,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Ramos’s  recent  letter  in  GCN  and 
other  papers,  of  representing  the  efforts  of  the 
whole  nation.  The  organizers  also  managed  to 
leave  Oberlin  Gay  Union  about  $1000.00  in  debt 
with  severe  jeopardy  to  their  accreditation  on 
campus. 

These  same  folks,  now  as  NL&GCN,  couldn’t 
get  their  own  way  about  a  speaker  at  the  Gay 
Pride  rally  in  New  York,  so  they  pulled  out  of 
both  the  Christopher  Street  committee  and 
CLGR  in  a  particularly  noisily  publicized  and 
disruptive  fashion.  Up  come  these  people  again, 
now  calling  themselves  the  Gay  &  Lesbian  Pride 
March  Committee,  setting  up  an  alternative 
rally,  distributing  flyers  urging  illegal  actions 
which  could  have  invited  both  official  and  public 
harassment,  and  attempting  to  divide  and  disrupt 
the  Christopher  Street  Gay  Pride  March  en 
route. 

Now  it’s  the  Coalition  for  a  People’s  Alterna¬ 
tive.  These  folks  have  too  many  names.  Their  use 
of  the  word  “National”  is  a  joke  —  a  bad  one. 
New  Jersey  sounded  this  warning  long  ago  in 
carefully  thought-out,  moderately  expressed 
position  papers.  GCN  in  its  arcane  editorial 
wisdom  has  not  deemed  these  reports  either  a 
“Community  Voice”  or  “Speaking  Out.”  1  hope 
my  expression  of  personal  opinion  in  a  letter-to- 
the-editor  will  have  better  luck.  My  opinion  is 
simple.  Ault/Ramos/Hunter  et.al.  will  never 
make  me  believe  they  represent  anything  nation¬ 
al,  and  they  sure  don’t  represent  me.  What  they 
stand  for  seems  to  be  their  own  political  play¬ 
ground,  and  I  want  no  part  of  anything  they  are 
associated  with.  I  hope  that  other  people  will 
make  their  own  careful  examination  of  who  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  what  before  supporting  their  ef¬ 
forts. 

Lee  Arnold 
Princeton,  NJ 


Dear  Editor: 

The  New  York  City  every-Saturday  open 
house  for  gays  that  John  D’Emilio  describes 
(“There’s  No  Place  Like  Home,”  GCN,  Aug.  9, 
1980)  deserves  to  be  tried  in  other  cities.  It  helps 
build  gay  consciousness  and  cohesiveness  as  well 
as  friendships.  It  can  help  making  coming  out  (at 
17  or  47)  a  more  rewarding  and  enjoyable  time. 
And,  as  D’Emilio  says,  it  doesn’t  have  to  be  very 
much  work. 

We  have  had  an  every-Tuesday  gay  open  house 
in  the  Toledo  area  (population  c.  500,000)  for 
about  eight  years.  The  Personal  Rights  Organiza¬ 
tion  (PRO-Toledo,  Inc.)  has  had  a  diverse  assort¬ 
ment  of  projects  in  its  decade  of  existence:  politi¬ 
cal  work;  bail  &  lawyer  finding  (in  the  late  ’60s 
and  early  ’70s  that  was  the  central  work);  negoti¬ 
ating  with  police  &  park  personnel  on  uniform 
conduct  standards  for  gays  &  straights;  crisis, 
information  &  support  telephone  lines;  movies; 
speakers  bureau  —  a  smorgasboard  over  time. 
Usually  a  project  in  a  small  city  seems  to  mean 
lots  of  work  for  the  two  or  three  people  working 
on  it.  When  they  burn  out,  move  away,  or  take  a 
new  job  then  the  project  gets  laid  down.  We 
stumbled  onto  the  open  houses  by  accident,  but 
they’ve  kept  going  because  lots  of  people  like  to 
attend  them  and  because  the  people  keep  show¬ 
ing  up  to  keep  the  project  going.  Many  of  the 
host/hostesses  are  not  dues-paying  members  of 
PRO;  ditto  for  the  guests.  Many  present  mem¬ 
bers  (including  me)  attended  the  open  houses 
sporadically  or  regularly  for  years  during  our 
coming  out  process  before  joining  PRO;  many 
more  never  join. 

Our  open  houses  are  in  a  different  place  each 
week:  you  call  the  gay  info  &  support  number  to 
find  out  where.  And  since  the  schedule  is  made 
up  a  month  or  more  in  advance,  word  of  mouth 
does  lots  of  the  work.  I  think  it’s  best  when  a 
stranger  gets  a  personal  invitation  (“I’ll  be  there, 
too.  Come  along  with  me.”),  not  just  an  imper¬ 
sonal  poster  in  the  bars. 

I  agree  with  D’Emilio  that  absolute  regularity 
is  important,  so  that  people  can  just  assume  that 
there’s  a  gay  open  house  and  they  can  make  a 
last-minute  decision  about  whether  to  come  by.  I 
disagree  with  him  on  keeping  it  in  the  same  place. 
“Acquaintances”  have  become  people  I  know 
after  I’ve  been  to  their  home  a  time  or  two.  It 
keeps  the  project  from  being  an  in-group  thing;  it 
brings  in  new  energy  from  people  who  aren’t 
ready  to  make  a  long-term  commitment  to  the 
group.  It  seems  to  help  the  host  come  out,  self- 
identify  as  gay,  and  identify  with  the  community. 

PRO  has  always  had  some  women  active  in  it, 
but  it’s  been  mostly  male,  and  the  Tuesday  open 
houses  are  mostly  male.  This  past  year  some  of 
the  women  on  PRO’S  board  started  a  separate 
non-organization  (no  officers,  no  business  meet¬ 
ings)  —  a  once-a-month  open  house  for  women 
only,  which  also  moves  around  from  home  to 
home,  mostly  on  Thursdays. 

The  men’s  open  houses  have  had  attendance 
from  five  to  75  within  my  memory  —  usually  30 
or  so  in  the  course  of  an  evening,  perhaps  20  at 
any  one  time,  rarely  more  than  three  or  four 
women.  The  women-only  open  houses  seem  to 
attract  equally  large  numbers  of  women  — 
women  who  were  not  coming  to  the  Tuesday 
nights. 

Sometimes  we’re  in  a  small  apartment  or  a 
mobile  home  and  people  sit  around  on  the  floor 
of  the  living  room  and  kitchen  (cozy!). 
Sometimes  we’ve  been  in  big  houses.  Usually 
we’re  in  Toledo,  occasionally  in  the  near 
suburbs,  and  maybe  two  or  three  times  a  year  as 
far  as  Fostoria  or  Bowling  Green  (Ohio)  or 
Monroe  (Michigan)  —  maybe  up  to  40  miles 
away.  Sometimes  the  host/hostess  provides  hot 
water,  instant  coffee,  tea  bags,  and  maybe  Oreo 
cookies;  sometimes  it’s  been  elaborate  provi¬ 
sions. 

I’d  recommend  the  women’s  structure  for  any¬ 
one  starting:  (1)  Get  ten  friends  (not  your  closest 
friends,  necessarily,  but  sympathetic  people  who 
travel  in  different  circles  from  you).  (2)  Get  in 
touch  with  everyone  that  the  ten  of  you  can  think 
of  and  invite  them  to  the  first  open  house.  (3)  No 
officers,  minimum  of  business  (where  will  the 
next  one  be,  announcements,  if  any). 

People  who  have  come  out  and  made  friends 
in  this  atmosphere  often  are  every-week  regular 
for  a  year  or  so.  Sometimes  they  plug  energies 
into  the  other  “achievement”  projects  —  e.g. 
gay  youth  booth  at  the  State  Fair  or  the  gay  info 
and  support  phone  line.  But  mostly,  I  feel,  the 
pay  off  is  in  building  gay  community  friendships 
broader  than  the  circle  of  people  1  regularly  hang 
out  with,  have  sex  with,  personally  entertain.  I 
think  a  sense  of  “gay  community”  demands 
some  knowledge  of  (and  enjoyment  of)  gay  di¬ 
versity. 

Jan  Suter 
Maumee,  OH 


Dear  Editor: 

I  was  glad  to  read  “There’s  No  Place  Like 
Home”  in  the  August  9th  issue  of  GCN.  It’s  very 
important  for  gays  to  realize  that  we  must 
develop  social  structures  which  do  not  depend  on 
the  economically  and  socially  exploitative  institu¬ 
tion  of  the  cruising  bar.  I  do  not  condemn  bars 
per  se\  however,  the  central  role  that  they  play  in 
our  lives  only  limits  us  as  human  beings  and  sub¬ 
stitutes  the  gathering  of  human  bodies  for  the 
development  of  a  true  gay  community.  As  a 
young  gay  person,  this  lack  of  a  widespread  sense 
of  community  has  been  one  of  the  great  disap¬ 
pointments  of  my  life.  For  this  reason  I 
commend  John  D’Emilio  for  his  undertaking 
and  GCN  for  publicizing  it. 

Unfortunately,  I  must  also  criticize  GCN  for 
the  drawing  that  accompanies  the  article  and  il¬ 
lustrates  the  cover  of  the  August  9th  issue.  When 
I  first  glanced  at  the  cover  and  saw  the  words 
“gay  youth”  prominently  displayed,  1  assumed 
that  the  article  must  relate  to  gay  youth  in  some 
way.  In  addition,  the  title  of  the  article  was  so 
vague  that  it  shed  no  light  as  to  what  the  focus  of 
the  article  would  be  until  the  reader  was  well  into 
it.  Granted,  the  illustration  also  depicted  people 
other  than  the  gay  youth.  However,  since  he  was 
the  only  person  who  was  “labeled,”  I  don’t  think 
that  my  assumption  that  gay  youth  would  be  a 
major  focus  of  the  article  was  unjustified. 

Of  course,  the  only  reference  to  gay  youth  in 
the  article  is  in  the  list  of  the  diverse  types  of 
people  who  attended  Mr.  D’Emilio’s  Saturday 
night  gatherings.  I  was  both  surprised  and  dis¬ 
appointed  by  this.  Gay  youth  get  little  recog¬ 
nition  from  either  the  gay  media  or  the  gay 
liberation  movement.  To  display  gay  youth  on 
the  cover  of  your  newspaper  and  then  to  devote  a 
total  of  seven  words  to  us  in  the  article  itself  is  to 
do  all  gay  youth  a  disservice.  1  don’t  know  if  it 
was  done  intentionally,  but  it  is  not  impossible  to 
imagine  that  the  gay  youth  was  depicted  on  the 
cover  in  order  to  attract  greater  attention  to  the 
newspaper  itself.  In  any  case,  such  token  repre¬ 
sentation  of  gay  youth  does  nothing  to  improve 
the  lot  of  young  gays  in  our  society. 

This  objection  may  seem  trivial  to  many  of 
GOV'S  readers.  However,  the  gay  community 
must  be  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  all  its  members. 
We  cannot  afford  to  take  each  other  for  granted. 
In  struggle  and  hope, 

Scott  Krieger 

Politically  Involved  Gays  and  Lesbians  Under 

Twenty-two  (P.I.G.L.U.T.) 

New  York,  NY 


galas 

Dear  Editor, 

Is  your  editorial  department  sleeping  (or  100% 
lesbian)?  (Please  see  Andrea  Loewenstein’s  re¬ 
views  of  the  Great  American  Lesbian  Art  Show 
entitled  “Amazon  Art”  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  6) 

Is  Andrea  seriously  trying  to  tell  us  that  lesbian 
art  is  substantial  because  it  is  more  sensitively 
handled  than  male,  (thus  gay-male)  art?  Bullshit! 

The  ridiculous  handling  of  such  an  important 
show  as  “GALAS”  is  a  step  backwards  for  a 
voice  representing  the  gay  (male  and  female) 
community. 

Give  us  a  break! 

Paul  B.  Laframboise 
Somerville,  MA  . 


misunderstandings 

Dear  Editor: 

I  guess  “Community  Voices,”  as  good  a 
forum  as  it  is,  is  no  place  to  try  to  inspire  deep 
political  self-analysis.  The  space  is  too  limited 
and  misunderstandings  are  bound  to  occur. 
Inured  though  1  am,  as  a  writer,  to  harsh 
criticism,  I  found  Mark  W.  Bentley’s  inaccurate 
categorization  of  me  very  hurtful.  But  something 
I  said,  or  something  he  thought  I  said,  must  have 
hurt  him,  too,  for  him  to  lash  out  so  brutally. 
Facing  one’s  own  predilections  honestly  in  order 
to  sort  out  which  ones  are  reflexes  conditioned 
by  the  patriarchy  and  which  ones  are  truly  loving 
impulses  is  painful,  which  is  why  consciousness- 
raising  is  so  difficult. 

For  the  record,  1  am  all  in  favor  of  love  be¬ 
tween  men,  love  between  women,  and  intersexual 
love  —  but  there  is  precious  little  of  any  of  that 
going  on  in  what  Mr.  Bentley  calls  “civiliza¬ 
tion.”  To  arrive  at  that  state  we  will  have  to  re¬ 
ject  the  garbage  spewed  into  our  fantasies  by  the 
patriarchy.  This  will  ultimately  mean  changing 
“civilization,”  which  for  me  is  a  revolutionary 
goal.  I  hope  that  through  may  dialogues  between 
feminists  and  gay  men  we  will  be  able  to  begin  to 
move  together  into  real  freedom.  But  I  think  we 
will  have  to  speak  more  profoundly  to  the  issues 
than  space  allows  in  this  column. 

For  a  better  civilization, 

Leah  Fritz 
New  York,  NY 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community  Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters  should  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names 
will  be  withheld  upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Community  Voices, 
GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston.  MA  02108. _ 
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Navy  Women  Lose 


continued  from  page  1 
GCN  that  “one  or  two  witnesses 
were  undergoing  some  sort  of 
treatment  [at  the  center].”  He 
emphasized  that  “all  witnesses 
were  eligible  for  cross-examina¬ 
tion.”  He  added  that  all  testimony 
given  at  the  hearing  was  under 
oath. 

According  to  Carol  Sobel,  as¬ 
sociate  director  of  the  ACLU  in 
Los  Angeles,  this  is  not  true.  “The 
Navy  has  very  funny  regulations 
about  sworn  testimony  and  un¬ 
sworn  testimony,”  she  said.  “Un¬ 
sworn  testimony  is  acceptable; 
you  simply  are  not  allowed  to 
cross-examine  an  unsworn  wit¬ 
ness. 

“Very  few  of  the  rules  of  evi¬ 
dence  [followed  by  civilian  courts] 
apply.  Navy  courts  admit  hearsay 


and  rumors  and  even  opinions  as 
evidence.” 

There  are  61  women  aboard  the 
U.S.S.  Norton  Sound  which, 
about  one  year  ago,  became  the 
first  vessel  in  the  Pacific  Com¬ 
mand  to  which  women  are  assign¬ 
ed.  Of  those  61,  nine  are  black 
women. 

Sobel  suspects  that  the  outcome 
of  the  investigation  is  racist,  and 
cites  her  reasons  for  believing  this: 

When  last  June  the  Navy  initiat¬ 
ed  an  investigation  of  16  women 
suspected  of  performing  homo¬ 
sexual  acts  aboard  the  ship,  eight 
of  those  women  were  black.  (The 
ninth  woman  had  only  been 
aboard  for  about  a  month,  Sobel 
said.) 

When  the  Navy  scheduled  hear¬ 
ings  for  eight  of  the  16  originally 


accused,  three  black  women  were 
among  the  eight. 

Now,  with  the  eight  hearings 
over  or  canceled,  the  two  women 
facing  discharge  are  black. 

Baker  adamantly  denies  that  the 
Navy’s  actions  were  racist. 
“Every  board  which  was  to  hear 
allegations  against  a  minority 
woman  had  a  minority  member  on 
the  board  and  minority  women 
testifying,”  he  said. 

He  also  cited  the  fact  that, 
although  the  only  guilty  verdicts 
were  delivered  to  black  women, 
another  black  woman,  Tangela 
Gaskins,  was  acquitted  two  weeks 
ago. 

Baker  added  that  the  Navy  had 
initially  arranged  to  have  the 
women  heard  in  groups,  and  that 
the  cases  were  heard  singly  at  the 


request  of  the  respondents’  coun¬ 
sels. 

In  response  to  the  Navy’s  denial 
that  their  actions  were  racially 
motivated,  Sobel  said,  “They  may 
deny  their  actions  are  racist,  but 
they  cannot  deny  or  confirm  any¬ 
thing  about  the  motivation  of  the 
witnesses.” 

“Racism  was  clearly  the  moti¬ 
vation  of  one  of  the  original  wit¬ 
nesses,”  she  said.  “She  [the 
witness]  was  conveniently  trans¬ 
ferred  off  the  ship  —  supposedly 
to  attend  school  —  just  before  the 
hearing  began.  In  fact,  the  Navy 
made  several  key  [prosecution] 
witnesses  unavailable  during 
hearings — people  with  strong  but 
contradictory  testimony.” 

In  Sobel’s  opinion,  the  Navy 
dropped  charges  against  the  re¬ 


maining  four  womfcn  because  it 
“did  not  want  to  emerge  from  the 
hearing  as  the  loser.  They  didn’t 
have  sufficient  evidence  for  any  of 
the  cases,  but  it  was  really  clear 
that  they  were  going  to  lose  the 
last  four.” 

GCN  asked  Baker  why  the  eight 
women  were  not  courtmartialed. 
He  responded  that  courts  martial 
are  considered  only  if  assault  is 
involved,  or  if  a  member  of  the 
Navy  has  solicited  or  committed 
homosexual  acts  with“force, fraud 
or  intimidation.” 

Baker  explained  that  a  member 
found  to  have  engaged  in  homo¬ 
sexual  acts  is  guilty  of  “miscon¬ 
duct,”  for  which  her/his  punish¬ 
ment  may  be  an  “honorable  dis¬ 
charge,”  or  “general  discharge 
with  honorable  conditions”  or  a 
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“general  discharge  with  dishonor¬ 
able  conditions.” 

A  member  proven  to  be  homo¬ 
sexual,  but  not  proven  to  have 
committed  any  homosexual  acts 
while  in  military,  is  deemed  “un¬ 
suitable  for  the  Navy,”  and  will 
be  discharged,  although  the  most 
severe  penalty  for  “unsuitability” 
is  a  “general  discharge  under 
honorable  conditions.” 

Asked  whether  he  thinks  that 
Navy’s  relative  leniency  with  Har¬ 
ris  and  Williams,  both  charged 
with  “misconduct,”  is  result  of 
civilian  pressure  and,  specifically, 
the  gay  movement,  Baker  said  he 
didn’t  know.  He  did,  however, 
comment:  “The  policy  [of  exclud¬ 
ing  lesbians  and  gay  men  from  the 
military]  is  delineated  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  anyone 


who  belongs  to  an  organization 
must  abide  by  the  policy  of  the 
organization.  Whether  or  not  you 
agree  with  a  policy  is  certainly 
your  opinion  and  your  right,  just 
like  it’s  your  right  to  choose  not  to 
wear  a  tie  to  work  even  though 
your  boss  requires  it.” 

“Being  homosexual,”  com¬ 
mented  Sobel,  “shouldn’t  create  a 
need  for  any  special  accommoda¬ 
tions,  because  no  one  is  supposed 
to  have  any  sex  at  all  aboard  ship, 
although  lots  of  [heterosexual] 
men  and  women  do.”  But,  she 
continued,  “as  things  are,  the 
close  quarters  in  the  Navy  do  cause 
problems  [with  gay  people 
aboard]. 

“The  Navy  can  chpose  to  deal 
with  these  problems  in  one  of  two 
ways:  it  can  try  to  change  because 


it  wants  to  include  homosexuals  in 
its  ranks.  Or  it  can  say  that  it  can’t 
allow  homosexuals  in  because  they 
cause  a  problem.  This  is  just  like 
their  saying  that  they  can’t  allow 
women  aboard  ship  doing  non-tra- 
ditional  jobs  because  that  situa¬ 
tion  causes  problems.  Because 
some  men  are  perverts,  women  get 
harassed  in  the  military,  therefore 
the  military  can’t  allow  women 
in.” 

Sobel  thinks  it  is  significant 
that,  while  about  a  third  of  the 
women  on  the  Norton  Sound  were 
charged  last  June  with  having  per¬ 
formed  homosexual  acts  aboard 
ship,  not  a  single  one  of  the  300 
males  on  the  ship  have  been  so  ac¬ 
cused. 

“I  think  the  military  is  eager  to 
get  rid  of  women  in  particular,  not 


just  homosexuals.  They  [the  mili¬ 
tary]  don’t  think  women  should 
be  on  ship;  when  women  begin  to 
do  non-traditional  jobs  and  go  on 
boats,  they  have  problems.” 

According  to  official  Navy 
figures  of  the  approximately 
526,000  persons  in  the  Navy, 
32,940  are  women  —  about  6%. 
Yet,  only  about  640  of  those 
women  are  currently  assigned  to 
ships.  Also,  778  men  and  76 
women  were  discharged  from  the 
navy  “for  reasons  of  homosex¬ 
uality”  between  October  of  1978 
and  October  of  1979. 

In  absolute  numbers,  fewer 
women  are  being  dismissed,  Sobel 
pointed  out,  but  percentage-wise, 
women  suspected  of  being  les¬ 
bians  were  dismissed  in  1979  at  a 
disproportionately  high  rate. 


A  Boston  Globe  reporter 
quoted  one  of  the  accused,  Sharris 
Heusser,  25,  of  Pelican  Rapids, 
Minn.,  as  saying,  “The  guys  think 
there  are  only  two  types  of 
females  in  the  Navy.  You  are 
either  there  to  serve  men  —  you’re 
a  whore  —  or  else  you’re  a 
queer.” 

Another  of  the  accused  women 
said  she  believes  the  investigation 
—  allegedly  begun  when  one 
woman  complained  to  her  super¬ 
ior  officer  —  was  trumped  up  to 
discredit  Navy  women.  She  said 
several  officers  had  made  it  clear 
they  would  do  everything  they 
could  to  make  sure  women  stay  on 
the  land  “where  they  belong.” 
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However,  you  must  have  these  minimum  qualifications: 

1 .  Ability  to  touch  type  50  wpm  or  more. 

2.  Good  spelling  and  grammar  ability. 

3.  Digital  and  mental  dexterity. 

The  person  selected  for  training  must  make  a  commitment  of  not  less  than  one 
year  after  being  judged  competent.  You  will  start  at  $4  per  hour  and  progress  in  fair 
salary  increments,  as  your  skills  increase. 

We  don’t  care  about  your  race,  color,  creed,  age,  sex,  or  sexual  preference.  We 
are  going  to  be  very  selective,  though,  because  there  is  only  one  opening  at  this 
time.  It  will  cost  us  a  good  deal  of  money  to  train  the  person  selected,  and 
(naturally)  we  want  the  best. 

Please  call  or  write  as  soon  as  possible.  An  interview  and/or  trial  will  be  arranged. 
Address  your  inquiries  to  Stewart  Stryker. 

Thank  you. 
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ing  Area  employers  for  security, 
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Sturm  und  Drang 


In  A  Year  of  Thirteen  Moons 

Directed,  written  and  edited  by 
Rainer  Werner  Fassbinder. 

With  Volker  Spengler,  Ingrid 
Caven,  Gottfried  John. 

By  Michael  Bronski 
In  a  short,  written,  prologue  to 
Fassbinder’s  newest  film  —  In  A 
Year  of  Thirteen  Moons  —  we  are 
told  that  every  seven  years  is  a 
year  of  the  moon.  People  who  are 
strongly  emotional  suffer  deep  de¬ 
pressions  during  this  time.  If  a 
moon  year  coincides  with  a  year 
that  contains  13  new  moons,  the 
depressions  often  result  in  catas¬ 
trophe.  That  seems  to  be  an 
understatement  for  what  happens 
to  Elvira  Weishaupt,  the  forlorn 
transsexual  who  stands  at  the 
center  of  Fassbinder’s  newest  ef¬ 
fort  to  elucidate  post-war  German 
life  through  his  own,  distinctively 
gay  and  startling,  sensibility. 

We  first  see  Elvira  walking, 
slightly  drunk,  along  a  river  bank 
at  dawn.  She  is  dressed  in  men’s 
clothing  and  picks  up  a  good- 
looking  trick.  They  begin  making 
out,  but  when  the  trick  discovers 
that  she  is  really  a  woman  he 
begins  to  abuse  her,  calling  over 
his  friends  to  help.  Elvira,  pants 
around  her  ankles,  hopelessly  tries 
to  defend  herself,  keep  her  dig¬ 
nity,  and  get  away.  Finally  home, 
she  falls  through  the  door,  in  com¬ 
plete  disarray,  hits  the  floor  and 
begins  singing,  a  la  Dietrich: 
“men  gather  round  me/  like 
moths  about  a  flame.”  Things 
then  begin  going  downhill. 

Elvira  has  been  living  with 
Christopher  for  the  last  seven 
years.  He  sometimes  beats  her  and 


sometimes  leaves  her,  but  he  has 
always  apologized  and  come  back. 
He  is  now  fed  up  with  her  and 
after  humiliating  her  —  “You 
obese,  horrible,  ugly  piece  of 
meat.  You’re  a  bug,  someone 
should  just  step  on  you”  —  leaves 
for  good.  Elvira  runs  after  him 
and  after  falling  from  the  hood  of 
his  moving  car,  is  helped  by  Zora, 
a  prostitute  who  has  befriended 
her.  With  Zora’s  help,  Elvira  talks 
about  her  past  life,  and  they  visit 
the  nunnery/orphanage  where 
Elvira  —  then  called  Erwin  —  was 
brought  up.  Elvira  relives  her 
childhood  (which  she  had  entirely 
blotted  from  her  memory)  as  an 
old  nun  recounts  it.  At  the  end  of 
her  tale  Elvira  passes  out. 

Prompted  by  his  friendly  ex- 
wife,  Elvira  visits  Anton  Saitz,  the 
man  she  once  loved  —  and  be¬ 
came  a  woman  for  —  in  order  to 
apologize  for  things  she  had  said 
about  him  in  a  recent  newspaper 
interview.  Saitz  is  now  a  ,  very 
powerful  businessman,  corrupt 
and  ruthless,  and  he  exhibits  very 
little  interest  in  Elvira.  “You’ve 
gained  a  lot  of  weight,”  he  tells 
her.  But  Elvira,  still  hoping  that 
something  might  happen,  allows 
him  to  invite  himself  to  her  house. 
There  he  meets  Zora,  they  make 
love,  and  Elvira  —  now  more  des¬ 
perate  and  lonely  than  before, 
cuts  her  hair  short,  puts  on  men’s 
clothes  and  leaves.  She  visits  her 
ex-wife  and  asks  if  she  can  live 
with  her  and  their  daughter  again, 
but  is  regretfully  reminded  that  it 
is  too  late.  She  tries  to  talk  to  the 
journalist  who  interviewed  her, 
but  he  is  too  busy.  Elvira  then 


goes  home.  The  journalist  is  wor¬ 
ried  about  her  and  calls  his  daugh¬ 
ter,  but  when  they  arrive  at  the 
apartment,  Elvira  has  killed  her¬ 
self. 

In  A  Year  of  Thirteen  Moons  is 
not  one  of  Fassbinder’s  most  ac¬ 
cessible  films.  Coming  right  after 
The  Marriage  of  Maria  Braun  —  a 
very  accessible,  commercial  suc¬ 
cess  —  there  are  scenes  that  seem 
not  so  much  obscure  as  incompre¬ 
hensible.  Fassbinder  seems  to 
know  what  he  is  doing  —  the 
whole  film  is  beautifully  photo¬ 
graphed  and  carefully  put  to¬ 
gether  —  but  the  viewers  are  miss¬ 
ing  some  vital  key  as  to  why,  or 
how,  certain  things  are  important. 

When  Elvira  first  visits  Saitz  in 
his  office,  he  is  leading  his  busi¬ 
ness  partners  in  a  musical  number 
from  Jerry  Lewis’s  and  Dean 
Martin’s  You’re  Never  Too 
Young,  which  they  are  watching 
on  TV.  Elvira  joins  in  their  game 
and  when  they  are  finished  they  all 
begin  talking  as  usual.  Is  this  to  be 
taken  realistically  (and  is  Saitz 
crazy  as  well  as  rich);  metaphor¬ 
ically  (the  influence  of  American 
culture  —  Fassbinder’s  The 
American  Soldier  (1970)  was  ex¬ 
actly  50,  boring,  minutes  of  that); 
symbolically  (nothing  Elvira  gets 
involved  with  has  much  to  do  with 
reality);  or  just  as  a  self-indul¬ 
gence  on  the  part  of  a  director 
who  has  too  much  control  over  his 
work? 

Or  take  the  scene  where  the  nun 
tells  her  story.  As  she  speaks  she 
moves,  smoothly  and  quickly, 
around  the  indoor  cloister.  The 
camera  follows  her  with  long 


HERB  WEISS 

A  SERIOUS  CANDIDATE  FOR  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY 

There’s  a  lot  of  excitement  in  political  campaigns— especially  in  the  current 
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necessarily  make  the  best  legislator;  promises  don’t  get  results;  charisma 
doesn’t  necessarily  mean  character.  We  have  to  look  deeper. 

Herb  Weiss  is  serious.  He’s  serious  about  the  issues:  housing,  public  safety, 
city  services,  taxes,  neighborhood  integrity,  civil  liberties,  gay  rights,  effect¬ 
ive  government,  the  elderly.  He’s  not  a  glib  talker,  but  he’s  a  deep  thinker,  and 
he  has  given  serious  thought  to  the  problems  that  affect  our  day  to  day  life  in 
this  district. 

He’s  serious  about  the  responsibility  of  being  a  legislator,  not  for  his  business 
interests,  not  for  a  political  future,  but  for  all  of  us.  He  knows  how  to  get 
results  because  he  has  gotten  results. 
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For  a  full-time,  experienced,  mature,  hardworking,  independent  representative 
for  Suffolk  District  8  (Ward  5) 


VOTE  FOR 
HERB  WEISS 


DEMOCRAT 

FOR 

STATE 

REPRESENTATIVE 


Back  Bay  ★  Bay  Village  ★  Beacon  Hill  ★  South  End 

Paid  for  by  the  Committee  to  Elect  Herbert  Weiss 
72  Mt.  Vernon  Street,  Boston  02108 
227-6754  227-6543 

Albert  W.  Moore,  Treasurer  Lawrence  J.  Sperber,  Chairman 


tracking  shots  (not  unlike  De  Pal¬ 
ma’s  Museum  scene  in  Dressed  to 
Kill)  as  baroque  music  swells  on 
the  soundtrack.  It’s  an  effective 
scene,  yet  one  wonders  to  what  ef¬ 
fect.  A  friend  suggested  to  me  that 
it  is  a  parody  of  some  other  films 
(Fassbinder  loves  to  parody,  espe¬ 
cially  American  films)  but  we 
couldn’t  imagine  what  film  or 
why. 

There  are  two  Fassbinders  evi¬ 
dent  in  his  films.  The  first  is  a  cool 
satirist  observing  his  characters 
with  a  dispassionate  eye  as  they 
expose  themselves  as  either  fools 
or  villains.  Films  like  Despair, 
Chinese  Roulette,  and  Beware  the 
Holy  Whore  don’t  have  a  lot  of 
warmth  in  them  and  we  don’t  real¬ 
ly  care  for  the  characters  (rightly 
so,  they  are  awful  people)  Fass¬ 
binder’s  somewhat  clinical  tech¬ 
nique  suits  this  material  perfectly. 
The  other  Fassbinder  is  warmer 
and  interested  in  his  character  as 
people  with  real  lives  and 
problems.  AH:  Fear  Eats  the  Soul, 
Mother  Kusters  Goes  to  Heaven, 
Fox  and  His  Friends,  and  The 
Marriage  of  Maria  Braun  all  show 
this  affection  for  his  characters  — 
but  in  each  case  he  avoids  senti¬ 
mentality  by  incorporating  into 
the  films  a  strong  dose  of  political 
analysis.  Ali  (based  on  an  Ameri¬ 
can  film,  All  That  Heaven  Allows) 
and  Fox  make  clear  statements  on 
the  relationship  between  personal 
problems  and  economic  and  class 
structures.  Maria  Braun  takes  the 
forties,  Hollywood  successful 
business-woman’s  film  and  uses  it 
as  a  metaphor  for  the  reconstruc¬ 
tion  of  German  economy.  Fass¬ 


binder’s  Marxism  (in  many  ways  a 
very  non-traditional  Marxism: 
German  communists  wanted  to 
shut  down  Mother  Kusters  be¬ 
cause  of  its  attacks  on  mainstream 
party  policies)  has  always  pro¬ 
vided  a  solid  basis  for  the  intel¬ 
lectual  content  of  the  films  and  his 
love  of  the  inherent  dramatic  and 
narrative  possibilities  of  movies 
has  allowed  him  to  mix  success¬ 
fully  the  personal  and  the  politi¬ 
cal.  Films  like  Jailbait  (1972)  and 
Ali  have  a  Brechtian  impulse:  in¬ 
structional  entertainment. 

In  A  Year  of  Thirteen  Moons  is 
something  of  a  break  from  either 
of  these  two  traditions.  It  is  not 
very  political  —  or  at  least  not  in 
the  way  that  we  are  used  to  in 
Fassbinder  —  and  there  is  almost 
no  implicit  or  explicit  dealing  with 
economic  issues.  Elvira  is  an  out¬ 
cast  —  most  of  Fassbinder’s  char¬ 
acters  are  outcasts  in  some  way  — 
but  she  is  so  out  of  things  that  she 
is  almost  totally  apart  from, 
rather  than  merely  dislodged  with¬ 
in,  the  larger  culture.  Fassbinder 
seems  to  be  dealing  with  a  philo¬ 
sophical  question  here:  what  hap¬ 
pens  when  one  surrenders  one’s 
free  will  and  allows  chance  to  rule 
one’s  life.  Elvira  seems  almost  in¬ 
capable  of  knowing,  or  following, 
her  own  mind.  She  had  her  sex 
change  because  she  loved  Saitz 
and  he  mentioned  casually  that  it 
was  too  bad  she  wasn’t  a  woman; 
she  stays  with  her  lover  despite 
everything  that  he  does  to  her;  she 
is  even  unable  to  remember  her 
childhood  (thus  giving  herself  an 
idea  of  who  she  is  and  what  she 
has  come  from).  She  is  determined 


Preppies 
Down  Under 


The  Getting  of  Wisdom 

Directed  by  Bruce  Bereford 
With  Susannah  York  and  Hilary 
Ryan. 

Made  in  Australia  from  a  novel  by 
Henry  Handel  Richardson 
(Ethel  Richardson  Robertson). 

By  Andrea  Loewenstein 
Were  I  to  imagine  the  perfect 
film  to  see  at  10:30  in  the  morning 
in  the  middle  of  an  exterior  heat 
wave  and  interior  turmoil,  it 
would  not  quite  be  The  Getting  of 
Wisdom.  But  close,  close.'  In  the 
first  place,  I  am  addicted  to  books 
and  movies  which  take  place  in 
boarding  schools.  Girls’  schools 
are  the  best,  of  course,  but  even  a 
boys’  school  will  do.  Most  of  the 
characters  in  The  Getting  of  Wis¬ 
dom,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
slightly  older  teachers,  are  adoles¬ 
cent  girls,  and  there  are  only  two 
male  characters  in  the  whole  film, 
both  minor  and  entirely  ludicrous. 
Not  only  is  this  a  girl’s  school 
film,  then,  but  a  film  in  which  the 
girls  relate  almost  entirely  to  one 
another,  a  rarity  in  itself,  and 
especially  remarkable  in  a  film 
directed  and  produced  by  two 
men  (although  adapted  from  a 
novel  by  a  woman). 

Lest  the  unrelenting  finger  of 
political  incorrectitude  be  leveled 
at  me,  1  must  add  that  my  predi¬ 
ction  for  boarding  school  movies 
has  relatively  little  to  do  with  the 
opportunity  to  watch  all  those  fine 
young  things  gamboling  around 
the  screen.  From  a  purely  visual 
point  of  view  (say  if  the  sound 
were  cut  off  and  the  characters 
merely  loped  silently  around, 
occasionally  undressing,  mildly 
embracing,  and  looking  deeply 
into  one  another’s  eyes)  I  would 
gladly  substitute  the  lot  for  a  cast 

1 .  Olga  Broumas,  Beginning  With  O. 


on  the  average  fifteen  years  older. 
Why,  then,  do  1  thrill  at  the  mere 
thought  of  another  boarding 
school  film?  My  answer  has  to  do 
with  what  I  see  as  the  particular 
passion  of  adolescence,  a  kind  of 
passion  which  is  never  quite  dupli¬ 
cated  again.  One  knows,  when  no 
one  in  the  school/camp/town 
loves  one,  that  the  world  is  unal¬ 
terably  and  forever  a  wasteland. 
When  one  enters  into  love  one 
doesn’t  (even  in  that  remote  part 
of  the  head)  wonder  if  this  one 
will  last  long  enough  to  celebrate  a 
birthday  or  take  a  vacation  toge¬ 
ther,  or  be  more/less/the  same/ 
painful  than  the  last  four.  Instead 
one  knows,  simply  and  complete¬ 
ly,  that,  as  long  as  it  depends  on 
one’s  own  feelings,  anyway,  that 
This  Is  Forever  and  Ever.  Amen. 
This  was  what  adolescence  was 
like  for  me;  this  is  what  I  like  to 
see  in  a  film  about  it.  We  run  into 
the  issue  of  political  correctness 
versus  personal  enjoyment  here 
once  more.  Intellectually  I  feel 
that  the  more  books  and  films 
about  women  (and  especially 
young  women)  who  are  not 
hooked  on  love  the  better.  Per¬ 
sonally,  when  this  quality  of  pas¬ 
sion  is  lacking  in  a  film  about 
young  women,  as  it  was  in  the 
cinematically  stunning  and  much 
touted  My  Brilliant  Career,  I  feel 
disappointed.  While  the  young 
hero  in  My  Brilliant  Career  was  an 
inspiring  model  in  her  strength, 
brilliance,  and  independence,  I 
found  her,  and  accordingly  the 
whole  film,  quite  cold.  Little 
Darlings,  on  the  other  hand, 
although  objectionably  (overtly  at 
least)  heterosexual,  horribly  Hol¬ 
lywood,  and  cinematically  unex¬ 
ceptional,  was  absolutely  teeming 
with  tension,  tears,  feelings, 
continued  on  page  16 


to  make  herself  as  ineffective  as 
possible.  (This  is  exactly  the  bind 
that  many  women  find  themselves 
in.) 

Some  of  Fassbinder’s  notions 
about  life  and  art  are  evident  here: 
“After  seeing  Douglas  Sirk’s 
films,  I  am  more  convinced  than 


ever  that  love  is  the  best,  most  in¬ 
sidious,  most  effective  instrument 
of  social  repression.”  Certainly 
Sirks’  American  melodramas  are 
an  inspiration  for  a  great  deal  of 
Fassbinder’s  visual  sensibility  (the 
elopement  in  Jailbait ;  Maria 
picking  up  the  soldier  in  Maria 


Braun;  the  plot  of  AH;  the  de¬ 
struction  of  the  tea  set  in  Petra 
von  Kant).  “Love”  is  rarely,  if 
ever,  redemptive  in  his  films: 
Petra  hurts  and  gets  hurt  by 
lovers;  Fox  is  duped  by  his  weal¬ 
thy  lover  because  he  cannot  see 
through  “love;”  Maria  Braun 


clings  to  the  notion  of  “love” 
even  though  she  has  not  seen  her 
husband  in  15  years.  Perhaps  the 
only  instance  in  which  “love” 
exists  as  an  untainted  emotion  is 
in  Ali:  Fear  Eats  the  Soul,  and 
there  we  are  told  that  it  is  doomed 
because  of  the  social  inequality 
between  the  lovers. 

Elvira,  in  Year  of  Thirteen 
Moons,  allows  her  notion  of  love 
to  prevent  her  from  thinking: 
love,  for  her,  exists  outside  of 
reality.  It  is  something  to  which 
she  must  abandon  herself,  and 
over  which  she  has  little  power. 
The  break  here  from  the  other 
Fassbinder  films  is  that  Elvira’s 
story  functions  as  a  purely  per¬ 
sonal  one.  There  are  some  scenes 
that  hint  at  larger  meanings.  As 
Elvira  tells  her  story  to  Zora,  early 
in  the  film,  we  witness  in  detail  the 
killing,  disembowelment  and  skin¬ 
ning  of  cows  in  a  slaughter  house. 
But  the  image,  perhaps  meta¬ 
phoric  or  symbolic,  does  not  carry 
much  resonance.  In  some  ways, 
Elvira’s  preoccupation  with 
romantic  love  is  the  flip  side  of 
Maria  Braun’s:  while  Elvira  to¬ 
tally  surrenders  herself,  Maria 
does  anything  in  her  power  (her 
whole  business  career  is  predi¬ 
cated  upon  helping  her  absent 
husband)  to  keep  her  romantic 
notions.  In  the  end  both  are  des¬ 
troyed.  In  the  past  Fassbinder  has 
taken  the  conventions  and  logis¬ 
tics  of  the  melodrama  and  used 
them  in  conjunction  with  his  po¬ 
litical  ideas.  In  In  A  year  of 
Thirteen  Moons  he  is  more  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  politics  of  choice 
and  love  (as  opposed  to  econ¬ 


omics).  The  film  feels  different 
from  his  others,  more  subtle  per¬ 
haps,  but,  to  some  degree,  less 
ambitious.  The  audacious  shock 
of  his  past  mixtures  is  not  here. 

The  performance  of  Volker 
Spengler  as  Elvira  is  always  mov¬ 
ing  and  sensitive.  It  is  the  center  of 
the  film  and  gives  it  a  human, 
warm  quality  that  offsets  the 
director’s  usual  coldness.  As  with 
a  good  production  of  Brecht,  we 
feel  —  at  a  distance  perhaps  — 
that  the  emotional  is  there.  There 
is  a  balance  between  emotion  and 
politics,  not  as  satisfying  as  in  Ali, 
but  much  more  so  than  in  Despair 
(a  film  that  seemed  calculated  to 
violently  force  its  character’s  ali¬ 
enation  upon  the  audience). 

The  difficulty  in  watching  a 
Fassbinder  film  is  that  his  at¬ 
tempts  to  mix  a  cinema  of  ideas 
with  a  traditional  “movie”  style 
are  sometimes  confusing.  Like 
Godard,  his  politics  are  as  impor¬ 
tant  as  his  technique  (and  some¬ 
times  more  so).  Audiences  used  to 
more  conventional  narratives  may 
be  perplexed.  The  other  difficulty 
is  that  Fassbinder  will  try  almost 
anything  (at  least  once)  for  that 
special  effect,  that  startling  mo¬ 
ment  that  makes  a  connection  to 
something  bigger,  broader.  How¬ 
ever,  sometimes  these  effects 
don’t  work,  and  In  A  Year  of 
Thirteen  Moons  has  its  share  of 
these  failures.  It  is,  on  the  whole, 
a  satisfying  film  —  although  not 
as  immediately  enjoyable  as  The 
Marriage  of  Maria  Braun  or  Ali: 
Fear  Eats  the  Soul.  Along  with 
Volker  Spengler’s  performance,  it 
stays  with  you. 
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JACK  RUBIN:  ON  HOUSING 

Many  factors  have  contributed  to  the  current  housing  crisis  in  the  city  of 
Boston  and  throughout  the  state.  Among  those  factors  are  high  mortgage 
interest  rates  and  other  negative  aspects  of  banking  policies,  a  Boston 
property  tax  structure  that  favors  condominium  conversion,  housing  code 
violations  that  result  in  the  deterioration  of  housing  stock,  and  timely  delay 
in  the  issuance  of  permits  for  housing  construction  and  rehabilitation.  Yes, 
there  should  be  incentives  for  housing  ownership.  But,  at  the  same  time, 
tenants  must  not  be  penalized. 

As  State  Representative,  I  will: 

IWork  to  reinstate  rent  control  and  to  end  vacancy  decontrol; 

^Support  a  moratorium  on  condominium  conversion  until  the  city’s 

'  vacancy  rate  reaches  a  healthy  market  level; 

lEncourage  the  regular  inspection  of  housing  stock.  Through  regular 
inspection  and  the  enforcement  of  the  housing  code,  units  presently  on 
the  market  will  not  be  allowed  to  deteriorate; 

^Sponsor  “return  to  stock”  legislation  which  would  require  that  a  certain 
percentage  of  the  gross  collected  from  rents  be  returned  to  a  building  for 
maintenance  and  energy  improvements; 

^Support  local  option  legislation  to  expedite  the  time  required  for 
construction  and  rehabilitation  permits; 

^Sponsor  legislation  to  create  a  state  housing  bank  that  would  provide 
v  limited  equity  mortgages  for  low  and  moderate  income  housing; 

^Sponsor  legislation  to  make  the  Boston  property  tax  structure  more 
sensitive  to  low  and  moderate  income  persons; 

^Sponsor  legislation  to  allow  income  tax  deductions  by  tenants  for  their 
share  of  the  property  tax  paid  on  their  building;  and 

^Aggressively  use  existing  state  and  federal  programs  to  encourage  the 
construction  and  rehabilitation  of  housing  stock  for  low  and  moderate 
income  persons.  (For  example,  the  Kenmore  Square  area  may  be  eligible 
for  assistance  from  the  state’s  CARD  program.  If  declared  a  CARD 
district,  the  Kenmore  Square  neighborhood  would  receive  funds  for  low 
and  moderate  income  housing  as  well  as  commercial  revitalization.) 

PAID  FOR  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  TO  ELECT  JACK  RUBIN  104  CHARLES  STREET,  BOX  574,  BOSTON,  MA  02114 

DENNIS  R.  MOREAU,  TREASURER 
Campaign  Headquarters:  739  Boylston  St.,  Room  406,  262-7218 


JACK  RUBIN:  ON  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  ISSUES 

I  am  committed  to  sponsoring  legislation  that  would  eliminate  discrimina¬ 
tion  based  on  sexual  orientation. 

As  a  State  Representative  I  will  continue  to  work  for: 

^Passage  of  the  new  Civil  Service  Reform  package  that  will  eliminate 
discrimination  based  on  sexual  orientation  in  the  hiring  and  firing  policies 
for  civil  service  employees; 

^Passage  of  an  addition  to  the  Massachusetts  Civil  Rights  Act  so  that 
sexual  orientation  would  be  included.  This  would  allow  the  Massachusetts 
Commission  Against  Discrimination  the  authority  to  investigate  com¬ 
plaints  of  discrimination  relating  to  a  person’s  sexual  orientation; 

^Passage  of  federal  legislation  such  as  the  Weiss-Waxman  bill  and  the 
Tsongas  bill  by  actively  lobbying  our  U.S.  Representatives  nad  Senators 
for  their  support.  I  would  also  lobby  them  to  vote  against  anti-gay  legisla¬ 
tion  such  as  the  McDonald  Amendment  and  the  Laxalt  Family  Protection 
Act; 

tThe  hiring  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  by  the  Boston  Police  Department; 

fThe  establishment  of  a  positive  working  relationship  with  the  Boston 
Police  Department  and  for  the  elimination  of  entrapment. 

I  have  raised  money  for  over  20  different  lesbian  and  gay  organizations 
and  have  lobbied  for  the  passage  of  the  gay  rights  bills.  My  commitment  to 
gay  rights  did  not  start  with  the  announcement  of  my  candidacy  for  State 
Representative  —  it  has  been  there  for  20  years. 
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Gloria  Z.  Greenfield  and  Pat  McGloin,  the  owners  and  publishers  of 
Persephone  Press,  Inc.,  (PP),  attended  the  international  feminist  publishers 
seminar  that  was  part  of  the  UN  World  Conference  for  Women  in  Copenhagen, 
Denmark,  this  July.  Persephone  Press,  Inc.,  is  a  lesbian  feminist  publishing 
house  located  in  Watertown,  Massachusetts,  just  outside  of  Boston.  They  have 
published  the  very  popular  The  Wanderground  by  Sally  Gearhart,  and  The 
Coining  Out  Stories  edited  by  Julia  Penelope  and  Susan  Wolff.  We  spoke  to 
them  just  after  their  return  from  Europe. 

GCN:  Can  one  of  you  sum  up  exactly  what  you  did  at  the  conference? 
PP:  There  were  three  women’s  conferences  in  Copenhagen,  sponsored  by  the 
UN.  The  UN  conference  was  for  official  government  delegates,  such  as  wives  of 
presidents.  While  the  Non-governmental  Organizations  Forum  (NGO)  was  not 
as  formal  or  diplomatic,  it  was  not  particularly  feminist,  either.  It  was  funded 
by  the  UN  conference  as  an  alternative  for  non-delegates.  Feminists  claimed  one 
area  of  the  conference  site,  and  called  it  Vivencia  (living  space).  Vivencia  was 
the  only  place  at  the  NGO  forum  where  feminist  networking  was  occurring.  The 
third  conference  was  the  International  Festival  of  Women  Artists. 

We  attended  the  NGO  forum  for  the  specific  purpose  of  participating  in  an 
international  seminar  of  feminist  publishers.  While  building  an  international 
communications  network  of  feminists  and  lesbians  involved  in  publishing,  we 
wanted  to  learn  about  other  cultures,  exchange  information,  and  talk  about  dis¬ 
tribution  and  translations. 

This  was  a  week-long  seminar,  organized  by  the  Danish  feminist  publishing 
house,  Kvindetryk,  in  conjunction  with  the  NGO.  Twenty-eight  feminist  pub¬ 
lishing  houses  were  present,  representing  twelve  countries:  Germany,  France, 
Spain.  Japan,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Switzerland,  England,  India,  Austria  and 
New  Zealand,  as  well  as  three  American  houses.^ 
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GCN:  What  an  experience  you’ve  had,  seeing  these  women! 

PP:  It  was  a  very  important  experience  for  us.  Now  we  can  begin  to  see  things 
in  a  more  global  perspective.  It’s  imperative  for  American  feminists  to  go 
beyond  the  “American  perspective”  of  the  world,  and  to  experience  other 
cultures. 

GCN:  What  was  discussed  in  the  seminar? 

PP:  One  of  the  Danish  women’s  houses  purchased  the  translation  rights  for 
The  Wanderground  (Sally  Miller  Gearhart).  Frauenoffensive  will  be  releasing 
the  volume  in  German,  and  Swedish  and  Norwegian  women  are  currently 
negotiating  translation  rights  with  us.  We  were  also  very  excited  that 
Copenhagen's  daily  paper,  Politiken  (circulation  200,000),  featured  an  inter¬ 
view  with  Persephone. 

The  European  feminist  houses  actually  translate  a  great  deal  of  American 
books  —  much  more  than  Americans  translate  theirs. 

GCN:  Are  you  thinking  of  publishing  any  translations? 

PP:  Yes.  We  are  presently  considering  a  translation  of  a  book  on  Natalie 
Barney,  written  from  the  perspective  of  her  maid,  Bertha.  With  a  working 
class  perspective,  it  seems  to  be  the  best  available  volume  on  Barney  to  date. 
PP:  It  was  very  frustrating  to  have  access  to  all  of  these  incredible  books,  and 
not  be  able  to  read  them  because  of  our  own  language  limitations. 

GCN:  It  seems  to  me  that  one  of  the  biggest  needs  is  to  make  everyone 
aware  of  what  books  are  out. 

PP:  We  are  hoping  that  the  newsletter  planned  at  this  seminar  will  accomplish 
that. 

GCN:  What  American  writers  are  popular  in  Europe? 

PP:  Adrienne  Rich,  Marge  Piercy,  Elizabeth  Gould  Davis,  and  in  some  coun¬ 
tries,  Mary  Daly. 

GCN:  Did  people  give  you  some  new  ideas? 

Yes,  definitely.  Very  practical  ideas.  For  instance.  La  Sal,  the  Spanish 
feminist  publishing  house,  funds  their  book  productions  by  putting  out  an  an¬ 
nual  women’s  literary  calendar.  Some  publishers  have  subscriptions,  where 
members  can  get  a  discount  on  books  and  receive  a  quarterly  newsletter. 
Persephone  is  adopting  this  method  of  fundraising. 

GCN:  Are  there  feminist  bookstores  in  other  countries? 

PP:  Germany  has  quite  a  few.  London  has  one,  Sisterwrite,  and  France  is 
monopolized  by  Editions  Des  Femmes,  which  is  opening  chain  bookstores 
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throughout  France  (they  recently  opened  one  in  Canada).  There  are  women’s 
bookstores  throughout  Europe. 

GCN:  Have  you  sold  many  books  in  Europe? 

PP:  Yes,  especially  London,  Switzerland,  Germany,  Australia  and  New 
Zealand. 

We  met  with  a  few  European  and  Middle-Eastern  lesbians  who  are  in¬ 
terested  in  becoming  distributors  for  lesbian  and  feminist  literature.  This  will 
obviously  make  our  titles  more  accessible  to  women  of  other  countries.  Also, 
women  we  met  who  wanted  our  titles  available  in  their  countries  took  samples 
to  show  their  bookstores. 

GCN:  What  was  it  like  to  experience  feminism  on  an  international 
scale? 

PP:  As  Americans,  it  was  important  for  us  to  explore  other  cultures, 
remembering  that  the  American  feminist  movement  is  not  the  most  dramatic, 
dynamic  movement  in  the  world,  and  that  we  don’t  know  how  to  do 
everything.  The  European  pace  is  different  —  not  necessarily  faster  or  slower. 
Different  issues  and  priorities  are  involved.  While  American  feminists  may 
tend  to  be  more  action  oriented,  European  feminists  seem  more  philosophical. 
This  may  be  due,  at  least  partially,  to  the  blatant  repressive  measures  against 
political  groups  in  many  European  countries.  The  seminar  provided  us  with 
an  opportunity  to  share  methods  of  working,  with  an  eye  towards  integration. 
GCN:  How  do  you  think  the  European  publishers  see  their  role  in  the 
feminist  movement  in  their  respective  countries? 

PP:  Most  of  the  European  women  saw, themselves  as  active  participants  in 
their  respective  feminist  movements;  at  the  publishing  seminar,  the  majority 
were  clearly  radical  feminist  and  many  were  lesbians.  A  lesbian  sensibility 
was  present  throughout. 

GCN:  Were  there  people  from  any  particular  country  you  felt  closest 
to  orTarthest  from? 

PP:  We  felt  tight  political  bonds  with  the  German,  French  and  Danish 
feminist  publishers. 

GCN:  Whenever  I’ve  met  Europeans,  I’m  always  struck  by  how  much 
they’re  interested  in  socialism  and  socialist  analysis.  Was  that  part  of 
what  these  women  were  into,  or  did  they  just  have  a  feminist 
analysis? 

PP:  All  the  European  women  we  met,  with  the  exclusion  of  Des  Femmes  had  a 
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GCN:  Were  any  other  houses  specifically  lesbian? 

PP:  Persephone  Press  was  the  only  lesbian-identified  publishing  house  present 
at  the  seminar.  However,  a  great  majority  of  the  other  publishers  were  lesbian, 
but  chose  to  identify  as  feminist 

Copenhagen  was  terribly  exciting  —  there  were  so  many  incredible  women.  It 
was  wonderful  sitting  at  a  table  with  individual  women  representing  eight  or 
nine  countries.  Feeling  very  connected,  we’d  struggle  together  to  break  through 
the  language  barriers.  It  was  energizing  and  opened  up  a  vision  for  us  because 
we  weren’t  confined  to  national  or  patriarchal  boundaries.  We  started  thinking 
about  how  we  can  have  an  impact  on  ALL  women.  We  became  broadened;  our 
consciousness  was  expanded  by  the  experience. 

Collectively  we’ve  established  the  foundation  of  an  incredible  network.  An  in¬ 
ternational  meeting  of  feminist  publishers  allows  communication  to  occur  more 
quickly.  A  publisher  from  New  Zealand  will  be  coordinating  an  international 
feminist  publisher’s  newsletter,  one  of  the  by-products  of  the  seminar. 

GCN:  What  language  was  mostly  used? 

PP:  English  was  adopted  by  the  conference  as  the  “common  language.”  This 
points  out  a  form  of  American  chauvinism:  we  were  foreigners  and  illiterate  or 
non-fluent  in  other  languages,  entering  someone  else’s  space,  and  forcing  them 
to  communicate  in  English.  Women  from  European,  Asian  and  African  coun¬ 
tries  at  the  conference  could  speak  three  or  four  languages. 

We  felt  mde  not  speaking  their  native  tongue.  But  we  talked  with  them  about 
this  and  did  succeed  in  breaking  down  communication  barriers. 

GCN:  Were  there  men  at  the  publishing  meeting? 

PP:  No.  The  publishing  seminar  was  a  feminist  event,  and  only  women  attend¬ 
ed. 

GCN:  What  came  out  of  the  NGO  conference? 

PP:  Resolutions  were  adopted,  and  Charlotte  Bunch  was  a  key  activist  in  trying 
to  ensure  lesbian  representation/sensibility  in  the  resolutions. 

GCN:  So  even  the  alternative  NGO  conference  was  not  really  feminist? 

PP:  No,  it  wasn’t  at  all.  The  feminists  had  to  organize  their  own  space.  There 
was  such  a  lack  of  feminist  consciousness  in  the  conference’s  structure  that 
feminists  distributed  flyers,  calling  for  the  introduction  of  feminist  con¬ 
sciousness  into  the  conference.  There  wasn’t  even  childcare. 

GCN:  I  heard  that  people  from  Third  World  countries  couldn’t  afford 
the  hotels  and  food. 
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PP:  Copenhagen  is  very  expensive,  and  women  ran  out  of  money.  After  organ¬ 
ized  protestors  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  significant  number  of  con¬ 
ference  attendees  were  starving,  the  UN  allocated  a  small  amount  of  money  for 
food  —  but  it  wasn’t  enough. 

GCN:  Did  they  talk  about  having  more  of  these  conferences  or  did  peo¬ 
ple  think  this  was  enough  of  a  joke? 

PP:  No,  in  five  years  there  will  be  another  one.  Obviously,  it  is  to  the  UN’s  ad¬ 
vantage  to  sponsor  an  alternative  conference,  separately  from  the  UN  con¬ 
ference.  This  way  the  UN  can  continue  to  have  its  farce,  and  whatever  feminists 
do  show  up  can  be  effectively  ghettoized  into  a  fairly  impotent  space. 

GCN:  Who  were  some  of  the  people  who  spoke  to  the  publishing 
seminar? 

PP:  Manushi ,  the  radical-feminist  Indian  journal,  was  present  Madhu 
Kishwar,  its  representative,  was  an  inspiration.  When  you  read  an  issue  of 
Manushi  (and  we  suggest  that  everyone  subscribe  to  it),  you  become  over¬ 
whelmed  with  the  difficult  struggle  facing  Indian  feminists. 

We  also  met  Claudia  Hinojosa,  a  lesbian  organizer  from  Mexico  City.  The 
Mexican  government  is  extremely  repressive,  and  it  is  not  uncommon  for 
political  organizers  to  be  machine-gunned  down.  So  Claudia  is  both  courageous 
and  inspiring  in  her  determination  and  commitment 

GCN:  Were  any  Africans  there? 

PP:  Yes.  There  is  an  African  women’s  communication  network  called  /sis,  and 
they  were  represented  at  the  NGO  conference.  An  African  woman  addressed  the 
publishing  seminar,  confronting  the  participants  with  the  apparent  lack  of  in¬ 
terest  in  African  feminist  writings.  We  were  made  aware  that  Isis  is  available  to 
keep  us  informed,  and  it  is  our  responsibility  to  act  on  that. 

GCN:  Is  Isis  in  English? 

PP:  Yes.  Women  from  Spare  Rib ,  London’s  feminist  journal,  were  also  at  the 
seminar.  So  was  Feminist  Japan,  which  is  not  as  accessible  to  English- 
speaking  feminists.  Its  editor,  Ikuku  Atsumi,  is  coming  to  the  states  this  year. 

She  is  translating  Adrienne  Rich’s  Of  Woman  Born  into  Japanese. 

It  was  fascinating  to  share  the  problems  we  each  face  in  our  respective  coun¬ 
tries.  In  Japan,  the  time  a  book  is  displayed  is  three  days,  and  often  the 
bookstore  doesn’t  open  the  package  —  they  just  hold  it  for  three  days  and  send 
it  back.  So  it’s  difficult  for  Japanese  feminist  women  to  get  their  books  out; 
they  must  rely  on  direct  mail  promotion  to  individuals. 
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socialist  perspective  on  some  level.  Issues  in  Europe  seem  more  connected  to 
one’s  life.  For  instance,  everyone  in  Denmark  is  concerned  with  the  Common 
Market,  which  has  destroyed  the  self-sufficiency  of  many  European  countries. 

In  Denmark,  farmers  are  now  destroying  their  cattle  and  chopping  down  their 
orchards.  This  has  a  direct  impact  on  the  lives  of  European  lesbians  and 
feminists.  Their  lives  seem  more  integrated,  and  less  categorized  by  “are  you  a 
feminist  or  a  socialist?”  This  doesn’t  necessarily  produce  the  most  radical 
perspective,  but  it  is  clear  that,  as  Americans,  we  lack  perspective  on  the 
world.  The  size  of  the  European  continent  fosters  more  interchange. 

GCN:  Were  there  Third  World  Women  at  the  seminar? 

PP:  There  was  a  definite  absence  of  Third  World  Women.  It  was  disappoin¬ 
tingly  white,  and  we  hope  that  a  concerted  effort  will  be  made  for  the  next 
seminar  to  be  open  to  many  more  women,  especially  third  world  women. 

GCN:  Do  they  have  an  interest  in  the  writing  of  black  and  third  world 
lesbians? 

PP:  No,  not  at  all,  and  we  were  disturbed  because  there  was  no  understanding 
of  third  world  cultures.  The  European  culture  we  experienced  was  white  and 
Christian. 

GCN:  Do  you  get  the  feeling  that  they  will  eventually  go  in  that  direc¬ 
tion,  that  they  are  just  a  few  years  behind  American  lesbian  feminists 
on  this  issue? 

PP:  No,  we  didn’t  get  that  feeling  at  all. 

GCN:  Do  you  think  the  feminists  in  other  countries  are  going  to  move 
towards  where  American  feminists  are,  in  general? 

PP:  We  don’t  think  American  feminists  are  at  a  place  that  anybody  necessari¬ 
ly  wants  to  move  toward.  We  think  that  we’re  all  moving.  We  had  an  in¬ 
teresting  conversation  with  the  Danish  feminists  and  lesbians,  who  were  hor¬ 
rified  at  the  horizontal  hostility  occurring  within  the  U.S.  women’s  movement. 

They  never  thought  it  was  possible.  Clearly  this  is  a  cultural  difference  —  we 
assumed  that  infighting  within  the  women’s  movement  is  international, 
because  the  American  movement  is  so  violent. 

In  Denmark,  which  is  a  much  smaller  country  of  five  million  people,  prob¬ 
lems  are  discussed  and  worked  out.  Women  can  be  drastically  opposed  to  each 
other  theoretically  and  poltically,  yet  they  talk  it  out  and  often  still  work 
together.  That  rarely  happens  here. 

GCN:  Did  you  believe  that? 

t 

PP:  Yes,  we  believe  it.  We  stayed  with  Danish  women  who  are  involved  in 
organizing  the  lesbian  and  feminist  movements  in  Copenhagen.  We  saw  them 
work. 

GCN:  Are  they  less  defensive  and  less  aggressive? 

PP:  They  are  less  aggressive.  They  are  also  more  in  touch  with  the  real  enemy, 
and  avoid  abusing  each  other  out  of  frustration.  This  experience  provided  us 
with  a  new  perspective,  a  broadened  one,  and  I  believe  we  successfully  broke 
down  some  international  barriers. 

GCN:  It  sounds  so  great! 

PP:  It  was  an  incredible  experience.  And  we  returned  to  a  great  deal  of 
pressure  here,  but  the  European  culture  as  we  experienced  it  was  relaxing. 

The  meetings  were  different  from  meetings  we  have  in  the  U.S.,  they  weren’t 
so  driven. 

GCN:  Did  you  like  it  better? 

PP:  I  wouldn’t  say  I  liked  it  better.  It  worked.  Some  of  our  methods  would  not 
have  been  effective.  I  don’t  know  that  it’s  a  strategy  we  can  apply  here,  but  it 
is  effective  in  some  cultures. 

GCN:  Were  people  sort  of  spinning  out  wild  visions? 

PP:  No,  at  the  publishing  seminar  we  talked  politics  a  great  deal,  trying  to 
find  out  what  is  happening  in  other  countries.  Many  women  became  iipset 
when  we  said  we  felt  Reagan  had  a  good  chance  of  winning.  They  were 
shocked;  it  seems  that  wherever  one  is,  Reagan  is  perceived  as  a  real  threat. 

GCN:  Did  you  go  any  place  else  in  Europe? 

PP:  No,  we  were  only  in  Copenhagen.  In  the  evenings,  we  gathered  at  the 
women’s  bar;  you  could  actually  sit  around  a  table,  converse  at  a  normal 
level,  and  hear  each  other.  It  functions  as  a  gathering  space  where  much  infor¬ 
mation  is  shared. 

GCN:  What  else  went  on? 

PP:  The  International  Festival  of  Women  Artists. 

GCN:  What  was  the  art  like? 

PP:  It  was  very  heterosexual. 

GCN:  Not  like  the  Great  American  Lesbian  Art  Show? 

PP:  No  —  phallic  images.  It  was  disappointing. 

GCN:  Did  you  do  anything  with  the  other  publishers  at  the  con¬ 
ference? 

PP:  We  did  a  collective  action  —  an  international  press  conference. 
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GCN:  What  did  you  do? 

PP:  In  France,  two  publishing  houses  identify  themselves  as  feminist  Edi¬ 
tions  Tierce  represents  the  French  radical  feminist  and  lesbian  thought  Des 
Femmes  is  really  a  bourgeois,  anti-feminist,  capitalist  business,  using  con¬ 
glomeration  for  power.  Des  Femmes  copyrighted  the  term  “women’s  liberation 
movement”  in  France.  We  may  laugh  about  it,  but  they  now  have  the  power  to 
sue  other  women  who  use  that  term.  This  is  only  a  representation  of  what  is 
going  on  there.  European  houses  are  more  affected  by  Des  Femmes  than  we 
are.  Des  Femmes  has  intimidated  other  houses,  so  as  a  group  action  we  called 
a  press  conference  to  expose  them.  We  collectively  organized  an  action  and 
wrote  a  three-page  press  release  which  represented  all  our  viewpoints. 

GCN:  Did  Des  Femmes  have  a  representative  at  the  conference? 

PP:  Yes,  at  the  seminar. 

GCN:  How  did  they  feel  about  it? 

PP:  After  they  were  exposed,  they  walked  out,  and  were  very  agitated? 
GCN:  These  are  women? 

PP:  Yes,  they’re  women.  Des  Femmes  is  based  on  a  cult  structure  with  a 
millionaire  heiress  at  the  top.  She  has  people  go  out  and  speak  for  her  —  it’s 
scary. 

GCN:  So  weren’t  people  at  all  upset  about  singling  out  some  women? 
Was  there  any  discussion  of  this? 

PP:  No,  it  was  very  clear  from  the  information  we  were  given  that  they  are  in¬ 
deed  a  threat,  and  we  in  the  States  should  look  out  for  that  type  of  activity. 

Organizing  the  press  conference  was  frightening  because  Des  Femmes  uses 
some  bizarre  tactics.  A  few  hours  after  the  press  conference  a  woman  from 
Frauenoffensive  was  verbally  threated  by  the  Des  Femmes  heiress. 

The  press  conference  project  was  also  energizing,  because  it  exposed,  in  a 
blatant  manner,  our  common  goal:  to  develop  the  most  representative  and  ef¬ 
fective  communication  throughout  the  world,  for  a  woman’s  revolution.  While 
some  may  say  it  mildly,  that  was  our  basic  commonality.  The  results  of  this 
meeting  will  have  impact  throughout  the  world. 

GCN:  Did  you  get  to  see  the  Russian  feminist  who  was  exiled  from 
Russia  and  spoke  at  Copenhagen? 

PP:  That  was  something  Des  Femmes  was  involved  in.  It  was  agreed 
among  European  Publishers  that  Editions  Tierce  would  publish  a  manuscript 
by  the  Russian  women  activists  “Women  in  Russia.”  Disregarding  this  deci- 


, - « — - : - 

GCN:  Did  the  PLO  come  to  the  informal  gatherings? 

PP:  I  didn’t  hear  of  that  happening. 

GCN:  Were  people  talking  at  all  about  what  to  do  about  what’s  hap¬ 
pening  in  India  and  Russia  where  feminists  and  their  journals  have 
•  been  suppressed?  Was  there  any  attempt  to  take  action  on  that? 

PP:  No,  I  think  that  work  will  come  out  of  next  year’s  publishers’  seminar. 
Some  women  have  asked  us  to  coordinate  it,  and  we  would  love  to,  but  we 
think  it  would  be  unfair  to  women  from  other  continents.  There  are  more 
feminist  and  lesbian  publishers  in  Europe  and  surrounding  areas,  and  the 
traveling  expenses  may  be  inhibiting  for  them.  Culturally,  I  think  Americans 
would  overwhelm  such  a  conference. 

GCN:  Are  there  any  plans  now  for  an  American  feminist  publishers 
conference?  There  hasn’t  been  one  since  the  Women  in  Print  Con¬ 
ference  in  1976. 

PP:  Many  different  women  have  talked  about  organizing  one,  but  thus  far  no 
one  has  taken  the  initiative.  It  would  be  very  important.  If  we  could  find  the 
energy  and  time,  we  would  do  it. 
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sion,  Des  Femmes  flew  to  Leningrad  to  procure  the  manuscript  for  themselves. 
They  later  put  a  world  copyright  on  the  manuscript,  which  violates  an  agree¬ 
ment  among  Western  publishers  not  to  copyright  Russian  dissident  writings, 
since  it  jeopardizes  the  lives  of  the  dissidents.  Now,  in  order  to  bring  this  im¬ 
portant  work  out  to  the  world,  publishers  must  buy  the  rights  from  Des  Fem¬ 
mes. 

GCN:  You  were  telling  me  that  the  PLO  people  were  disruptive? 

PP:  Yes,  at  the  NGO  Forum  almost  every  workshop  was  disrupted,  or  convex 
sations  were  turned  around  to  the  Palestinian  issue. 

GCN:  You  mean  they  would  raise  their  hand  and  talk  about  Israel? 
PP:  No,  I  don’t  think  they  raised  their  hands.  Each  time  an  Israeli  woman 
tried  to  speak,  she  was  attacked  verbally  or  physically. 

GCN:  Physically? 

PP:  Sometimes. 

GCN:  How? 

PP:  Shoved.  Intimidation  tactics  were  used  in  the  hallways.  Male  politics  were 
extremely  present  there. 

GCN:  It  was  only  the  PLO  doing  that? 

PP:  No,  there  were  others.  But  the  PLO  was  the  most  obvious  and  the  most 
present. 

GCN:  How  did  people  react  to  the  PLO  women? 

PP:  There  was  a  lot  of  support  for  the  PLO  against  Israel.  Israeli  women  got 
very  little  support. 

GCN:  Even  with  tactics  like  that? 

PP:  At  the  UN  Conference,  a  resolution  was  adopted  that  Zionism  is  the  same 
as  racism. 

GCN:  So  if  they  disrupted  meetings  to  yell  at  Israelis  nobody  stopped 
them? 

PP:  We  didn’t  hear  any  stories  of  women  stopping  the  PLO. 

GCN:  How  did  anything  get  discussed  with  the  meetings  being  inter¬ 
rupted? 

PP:  It  was  very  difficult.  The  conference  organizers  set  up  spaces  for  different 
countries,  similar  to  an  exhibit  area.  Most  of  those  meetings  were  not  listed  in 
the  regular  program,  but  were  more  spontaneous  in  nature. 

GCN:  So  most  everything  happened  outside  the  formal  workshops? 
PP:  I  would  say  the  most  important  things  f<jr  feminists  happened  outside. 
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The  following  are  addresses  of  some  of  the  publishers  mentioned  ih  this 
article: 


The  Feminist  Japan  (Ikuku  Atsumi) 
Seien  Building  5f  1-3-2 
Kita-Aoyama,  Minato-Ku 
Tokyo  107 
Japan 

Frangoise  Pasquier 
Editions  Tie^rce 
1  Rue  des  Fosses  St.  Jacques 
f -7 5005  Paris 
France 

Frauenoffensive  (Inge  Jacob) 
Kellerstrasse  39 
D-8  Munchen  80 
Germany 


Kvindetryk 
Vesterbrogade  31 
DK-1620  Copenhagen  V 
Denmark 

Kvinnfolk  (Harriet  Clayhills) 
Heleneborgsgatan  46 
S-11  732  Stockholm 
Sweden 

La  Sal  Edicions  de  les  Dones 

c/o  de  la  Riereta  13  / 

Baixos 

Barcelona  1 

Spain 


Persephone  Press 
PO  Box  7222 
Watertown,  MA  02172 
USA 

Manushi 

c/o  Madhu  Kishwar 
Cl/202  Lajpat  Nagar  1 
New  Delhi  11024 
India 


Gloria  Z.  Greenfield  and  Pat  McGloin 
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(5)  Chapter  11 


By  Andrea  Loewenstein 

While  her  relationship  with  her 
pregnant  lover,  Vanessa  Blume- 
Smith,  has  been  disintegrating 
rapidly,  our  tuff  dyke  hero,  Jo 
Burke,  has  been  posing  for  the 
mysterous  painter,  Jeanetter 
Boxinbringham,  who  picked  Jo 
out  on  the  street,  and  asked  her  to 
pose  for  her  painting  of  the  arche¬ 
typal  American  pioneer  woman. 
In  the  last  episode  Jo  received  an 
invitation  for  herself  and  Vanessa 
to  spend  the  weekend  at 
Jeanetter’ s  house,  “ The  Box”  on 
Smoke  Screen  Island. 

“Ah-haa.  .  .a”  purred  Jeanet¬ 
ter  vampidly.  “ Now  I  see  why  Jo 
has  not  before  this  time  intro¬ 
duced  her  old  auntie  to  this,  her 
new  little  friend.  Such  beauty  one 
wishes  to  guard  for  oneself,  eh 
Jo?”  “Yeah,  sure”  muddered  Jo. 
“Sure  thing.”  But  Vanessa 
reclining  beside  her  in  the  black- 
leather  and  silver-silk  embedded 
helicopter  seat,  blushed  to  a  deep 
vermillion  hue.  “Why  didn’t  you 
tell  me  she  was  so  charming,  Jo?” 
she  whispered,  as  soon  as  noise  of 
the  copter’s  landing  made  such 
clandestine  communications 
possible.  It  was  true  that  Jo, 
hoping  that  Vanessa  would  refuse 
the  somehow  ominous  invitation 
to  “The  Box,”  had  depictured  the 
painter  in  the  bleakest  of  termino¬ 
logy!  But,  never  daunted,  Vanessa 
had  accepted  with  a  small  shrill 
excavation  of  pleasure.  “Oh  Jo.  I 
didn’t  know  you  knew  a  Rich  and 
Famous  artist!  How  thrilling!  Is 
she  a  —  a  —  you  know,  too?” 
“Yes,  Vanessa  dear,  she  is  a  you- 
know,  too,”  Jo  had  answered,  her 
patience  with  her  erstwhile  heart- 
throb  increasingly  lowered. 

From  that  point  on,  one  thing 
had  merely  led  to  another!  “Drive 
to  New  York  and  take  the  ferry? 
Out  of  the  question!  My  Pierre 


must  feel  of  use,  n’est  pas?  Move 
a  lee-tle  bit  to  the  right,  my  dear. 
Extend  the  nipple.  Wait!”  Jeanet¬ 
ter  had  dashed  to  the  constantly 
ringing  phone,  returning  after  a 
moment  to  dab  at  Jo’s  right  nipple 
with  a  paintbrush  dipped  in  ice- 
water.  “The  shriveled  look.  Oui, 
oui.”  Jo  had  for  some  time  had 
her  doubts  about  Jeanetter’s  por¬ 
trait.  WHY  should  the  archetypal 
American  pioneer  woman  be 
depicted  naked,  and  with  shri¬ 
veled  nipples,  yet?  What  WERE 
the  constant  phone  interruptions 
to  which  Jeanetter  responded  with 
short  clipped-up  monosyllabics  in 
some  tongue  unknown  to  Jo’s 
untutored  ear??  “Viz.  Adx-nee-s- 
blib!  Rint,”  lapsing  into  English 
or  French  only  in  extreme  anger. 
“Fool!  Enough,  now,  Zut, 
alors!”  Finally,  WHAT  lay 
behind  Jeanetter’s  refusal  to  ever 
show  Jo  the  painting?  “Non,  non, 
not  until  it  is  finito,  my  love.  You 
must  not  profane  my  work  ethic.” 
And,  respectfully,  Jo  had  always 
desisted.  “The  helicopter  it  is, 
then.”  And  so  the  thing  had  been 
arranged. 

Now  they  dipped  lower  into  the 
haze  which  always  covered  the 
island,  that  mysterious  smoke 
screen  which  had  bestowed  on  it 
its  name.  A  tremendous  flower- 
studded  lawn  now  hove  into  view, 
and  beyond  it,  the  emerald  sea. 
“The  Box,”  a  41-and-a-quarter 
room  mansion  of  mother-of-pearl 
studded  quartzite,  glimmed  and 
shimmered.  “I  first  haf  seen  the 
house  in  Venizio”  Jeanetter  made 
haste  to  explain.  “Pierre,  he  likes 
to  keep  a  lee-tle  busy,  non,  and  so 
we  import  it,  stone  by  stone,  n’est 
pas,  my  Pierre?”  “Oui,  Madame, 
it  was  so  indeed”  responded 
Pierre,  a  handsome  enough  young 
thing  if  one  could  disregard  the 
fact  that  both  legs  had  been  ampu¬ 


tated  just  above  the  right  knee.  He 
manipulated  the  ’copter  with 
consumated  skill,  however,  and 
once  they  had  landed,  immediate¬ 
ly  transferred  himself  to  a  motor- 
empowered  wheel  chair  which  he 
took  from  the  copter’s  glove 
compartment  and  unfolded. 

“Oh  Jo,  thank  you  for  taking 
me  here”  Vanessa  breathed  as 
they  followed  the  chair  across  the 
encrusted  lawn.  “In  all  those 
years  I  was  married  to  him,  Tom 
never  took  me  anywhere.  And  you 
and  I’ve  only  been  together  a  few 
months,  and  look  at  all  this!  She 
patted  her  belly  in  the  rounded  yet 
sensual  stroke  with  which  she  pro¬ 
vided  her  unborn  child  with  pre¬ 
natal  stimulation.  “Josie  Junior 
likes  it,  don’t  you,  sweety?”  But 
Jo  was  lending  only  one  quarter  of 
her  ear  to  this  chitter.  For  well  did 
she  know  that  no  artist’s  salary 
alone,  however  well  endowed 
foundationally,  could  buy  a  house 
like  “The  Box.”  What,  then,  was 
Jeanetter’s  real“Gig”??  Had  she 
but  imagined  that  instantaneous 
but  intense  look  Pierre  had  sent  to 
her  before  vanishing  in  his  chair? 
“I  feel  weird  here,  Vanessa”  she 
said  slowly.  Stick  close  to  me, 
OK?”  “Jo’s  Jealous,  isn’t  she” 
Vanessa  reported  to  her  intra¬ 
uterine  friend.  “But  we  don’t 
mind.”  And  she  moved  to  walk 
arm  in  arm  with  Jeanetter,  who 
immediately  began  addressing  her 
in  her  lowest  husking  rasp.  “Such 
a  one  I  haf  been  looking  for!”  Jo 
heard.  “You,  ze  mother  of  all 
mothers.  Ze  universal  subject, 
non?” 

In  the  house  the  two  of  them 
vanished  up  the  circular  glass 
stairway,  leaving  Jo  to  lean 
against  a  wall  in  the  immense, 


high-ceilinged  room,  her  feet 
sinking  up  to  the  ankle  into  the 
scarlet  Oriental  rug.  The  party 
was  full  swing  ahead!  Jo  felt 
underdressed  in  her  skin-tight 
jeans,  worn  almost  translucent  in 
places  and  slung  low  over  her 
bony  hips,  and  her  simple  man’s 
white  sleeveless  undershirt,  little 
knowing  that  such  negligible  garb 
showed  off  her  simple  yet 
understated  beauty  to  a  T! 

“If  Vanessa  prefers  Jeanetter’s 
bogus  compliments  to  my 
company,  so  much  the  better”  she 
decided.  “I’m  gonna  have  me  a 
good  time!”  And  soon  she  was 
approached  by  Marquand,  a  tall 
drag  queen  in  yellow  lace  playsuit, 
and  Isadora-type  scarves 
cascading  to  his  feet,  which  were 
encased  in  pink  ballet  slippers. 
“Oh,  I  just  love  your  hair”  he 
commented  of  Jo’s  short  auburn 
cap.  “I’ve  tried  and  tried  for  that 
color,  but  I  never  succeed.  (And 
indeed  her  own  hair  was  of  a 
greenish  blond  shade.)  “Do  have 
some.”  And  her  new  friend 
offered  her  a  delicately  rolled  bill 
of  indeterminate  origin.  “Probab¬ 
ly  at  least  a  grand,  knowing 
Jeanetter”  Jo  thought,  accepting 
with  a  smile  and  a  snort.  “How  do 
you  know  Jeanetter?”  she  asked. 
“She’s  painting  me!”  Marquand 
explained.  “I  was  just  walking 
down  the  street  one  day,  on  the 
Bowery,  singing  at  the  top  of  my 
voice,  on  my  way  to  practice  — 
(I’m  a  dancer,  you  see),  and  this 
simply  incredible  voice  stopped 
me..  ‘I’ve  been  searching  all  over 
for  you.’  ”  He  imitated  Jeanetter 
perfectly.  “It  seems  she’d  been 
more  or  less  searching  for  me  for 
months,  for  my  kind  of  spirit,  you 
know,  uninhibited,  graceful,  and 


all  that!  She’s  been  commissioned 
to  do  a  painting,  to  capture  the 
spirit  of  the  city.  Me,  dressed  for 
practice,  simply  waltzing  over  the 
recumbent  bodies  of  drunks,  can’t 
you  see  it,  with  skyscrapers  simply 
erect,  in  the  background  . 
‘American  Outcasts’  she’ll  call  it. 
Don’t  look  now”  he  added,  “but 
someone  is  simply  dying  to  make 
your  acquaintance.  We’ll  offer 
her  some  coke,  seeing  that  it’s  on 
the  house.” 

“Thank  goodness,”  smiled  a 
tall  black  woman  in  a  scarlet  and 
beige  striped  silk  shirt  and  the 
briefest  of  cut-offs,  holding  out  a 
hand  to  Jo.  “I  thought  I  was  the 
only  woman  here.  Besides 
Jeanetter,  that  is,  and  that  lady 
she’s  got  in  the  bedroom  with  her. 

I  opened  the  door  by  mistake  and 
she  seemed  to  be  chanting  some¬ 
thing  over  her  belly!  Oh  dear,  did 
I  say  something  wrong”  she 
observed  Jo’s  expression.  “For  all 
I  know,  she  was  just  preparing  to 
paint  her.  Would  you  two  like  to 
come  for  a  swim?  I’m  heading 
down  there.  I’m  Estella,  by  the 
way.” 

Marquand  preferred  to  stay,  in 
case  any  hunky  numbers  came  in, 
but  several  snorts  later  Estella  and 
Jo  loped  to  the  water’s  edge  where 
they  soon  dropped  their  clothing 
and  plunged  into  the  warm 
turquoise  waters,  which,  seeping 
into  Jo’s  various  crevasses  and 
lapping  at  her  breasts,  seemed  to 
cleanse  her,  body  and  soul,  of  the 
summer’s  sweats  and  worries.  She 
moved  dolphin-like  among  the 
deeps,  at  home  in  this  element  as 
in  the  air,  the  woman  beside  her 
swimming  with  equal  aptitude. 
“You  know”  commented  Estella, 
continued  on  page  17 


is  very 
contagious. 

When  people  visit  Vermont,  they  return  again  and 
again.  Maybe  it’s  the  cool  mountain  lakes  or 
America’s  most  beautiful  Fall  foliage.  Or  maybe  they 
come  back  for  the  Northeast’s  best  ski  areas.  When 
people  come  to  the  Andrews  Inn,  we  see  them  again 
and  again.  Is  it  because  our  inn  is  the  most 
congenial  gay  resort  they’ve  ever  been  to?  Or  is  it 
.the  disco,  the  Saturday  gourmet  dinner  in  front  of 
the  fireplace?  Come  see  for  yourself... 

Catch  us  this  weekend! 

andrews 

inn 


For  Free  brochure, 
send  us  your  name 
and  address, 
or  call. 
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The  Charles  River  Race 

N.E.A.A.U.  SANCTIONED 

SPONSORED  BY 

The  Chiltern  Mountain  Club 
&  The  Gay  Recreation 
Activities  Committee 


TV 

Science  Museum 
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CAMBRIDGE 


Finish 


WHEN 

WHERE 


BOSTON 

Saturday,  September  27,  1980  at  1  PM 
Starting  point  is  by  Athletic  Field,  Science  Park  (Boston), 
along  the  Esplanade,  across  the  B.U.  Bridge,  along  Memori¬ 
al  Drive  (Cambridge),  by  the  Science  Museum  (Charles 
River  Dam),  to  the  finish  at  the  Hatch  Shell  (distance  — 6.2 
miles) 

Entries  must  be  postmarked  no  later  than  September  22, 
1980.  Registration  will  occur  between  12:00  and  12:30  PM. 
Registration  fee  is  $2  00. 

Awards  and  certificates. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  SEND  A  SELF-ADDRESSED,  STAMPED  ENVELOPE  TO 
THE  CHILTERN  MOUNTAIN  CLUB,  PO  BOX  104, 104  CHARLES  ST.,  BOSTON  MA  02114. 

I  hereby  for  myself,  my  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  waive  and  release  any 
and  all  rights  and  claims  for  damages  I  may  have  against  the  Chiltern  Mountain  Club, 
G  R  A  C.,  N.E.A.A.U.,  and  the  City  of  Boston,  the  City  of  Cambridge  and  their  agents 
for  any  injuries  suffered  by  me  during  the  program.  I  attest  that  I  am  physically  fit  to 
complete  the  designated  course. 


ENTRY  & 
REGISTRATION 
INFORMATION 
PRIZES 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
CITY  _ 


.STATE 


CATEGORY  . 
SIGNATURE 


SEX. 


ZIP. 


.AGE. 
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Cloistered  Passions 


By  Margaret  Cruikshank 

The  somewhat  exotic  subject  I 
discuss  here  will  have  to  be  more 
fully  treated  by  gay  male  writers: 
homoerotic  feelings  in  monastic 
communities.  My  impressions 
come  from  two  years  at  the  closely 
connected  institutions  of  St. 
John’s  Abbey  and  St.  John’s  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Collegeville,  Minnesota. 
The  Abbey  is  the  largest  Benedic¬ 
tine  Abbey  in  the  world,,  and  the 
University  is  the  alma  mater  of 
San  Francisco’s  sheriff,  Mike 
Hennessey. 

In  my  first  year  at  St.  John’s  I 
had  a  mouth-filling  title,  Fellow 
of  the  Institute  for  Ecumenical 
and  Cultural  Research.  The 
second  year  I  was  merely  a  fringe 
academic,  writing  a  book  in  the 
library  and  teaching  part-time.  As 
a  woman  and  a  non-theologian,  I 
necessarily  had  an  outsider’s 
limited  view  of  what  went  on 
behind  the  monastery  walls,  but  I 
was  not  blind.  During  an  inter¬ 
view  for  a  temporary  job,  I  saw 
that  the  department  head  was 
wearing  a  bracelet  and  felt  a  click! 
of  recognition:  the  dyke  acknow¬ 
ledging  the  faggot  —  silently  of 
course.  And  I  would  oftens  see 
young  monks,  deeply  absorbed  in 
each  other,  going  off  for  long 
walks  in  pairs.  Were  some  of  them 
sleeping  together,  I  wondered? 

As  Michael  Bronski  says  in  a 
GCN  review  (Vol.  7,  No.  27) 
whether  a  person  like  J.M.  Barrie 
acted  on  his  sexual  feeling  is  less 
important  than  the  emotional  in¬ 
tensity  of  such  feelings.  To  deny 
their  existence  or  to  call  them 
“platonic”  is  absurd.  Yet  the  fact 
about  St.  John’s  which  1  now  find 
most  significant,  its  function  as  a 
kind  of  gay  male  commune,  can 
hardly  be  thought  of  in  rural  Min¬ 
nesota,  much  less  admitted,  either 
by  the  monks  themselves  or  by 
visitors  to  their  two  thousand  acre 
retreat  of  lakes  and  pines. 

Recently,  for  example,  the  Min¬ 
neapolis  Tribune  did  a  big  spread 
on  the  Benedictines  of  College¬ 
ville:  four  whole  pages  were  de¬ 


voted  to  the  Abbey  and  the  Uni¬ 
versity.  But  of  course  the  writers 
said  nothing  about  homoerotic 
feelings  as  a  source  of  community 
solidarity  or  as  a  reason  why 
young  men  might  be  attracted  to 
monastic  life.  The  article  shed  no 
light  at  all  on  why  anyone  in  1 980 
would  want  to  live  with  three  hun¬ 
dred  other  men,  in  the  woods,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  rules  drawn  up  in 
the  sixth  century.  In  short,  the 
Tribune  missed  the  real  story.  I 
would  even  say  that  no  one  who 
overlooks  homosexuality  can  have 
more  than  a  fragmented  idea  of 
the  real  life,  the  emotional  life,  of 
a  place  like  St.  John’s. 

The  monastic  community  there 
no  doubt  includes  some  hetero¬ 
sexual  men,  along  with  a  great 
many  who  must  be  more  or  less 
uneasy  about  their  powerful  at¬ 
traction  to  other  monks  or  to  the 
boys  who  surround  them  at  the 
prep  school  and  the  university. 
Alcoholism  is  a  very  serious  prob¬ 
lem  among  the  monks  of  St. 
John’s  (and  among  priests  gen¬ 
erally,  Episcopal  as  well  as  Cath¬ 
olic)  and  is  probably  connected  to 
the  suppression  of  homoerotic 
feelings.  Those  monks  who  can¬ 
not  act  on  their  sexual  feelings  are 
probably  intensely  jealous  of 
those  who  do.  And  those  who  do 
must  contend  with  the  ludicrous 
distinction  currently  promulgated 
by  Rome,  that  homosexual  feel¬ 
ings  are  not  sinful  as  long  as  one 
does  not  act  upon  them. 

A  curious  tradition  exists  at 
St.  John’s  University  which  re¬ 
veals  the  homoerotic  atmosphere 
of  the  school.  Most  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  (all  men)  live  on  campus.  A 
monk  from  the  faculty  lives  on 
each  floor  of  each  dormitory.  Col¬ 
lege  brochures  used  to  praise  this 
custom  as  an  example  of  the  Bene¬ 
dictine  family  tradition  — .  the 
fatherly  monks  expressing  tender 
concern  for  their  student  charges  by 
living  in  their  midst.  What  is  really 
expressed  here,  I  think,  is  lust  for 
young  men.  Certainly  this  hunch 
would  astonish  some  of  the  dor- 


Dennis  Quilty  will  be  the  chief  sponsor  of 
lesbian  and  gay  rights  in  Massachusetts. 


There  is  only  one  candidate  in  the  race  for  state 
representative  from  Ward  5  who, can  serve  the  gay 
community  with  effectiveness,  skill  and  respect. 

Dennis  Quilty  will  work  to  place  open  lesbians 
and  gay  men  on  the  police  force  serving  our  community. 
As  our  state  representative,  he  has  pledged  to  work  to 
develop  resources  to  combat  violence  against 
lesbians  and  gay  men. 

The  lesbian  and  gay  community  has  come  to 
expect  responsive  and  aggressive  leadership  on 
Beacon  Hill.  To  continue  that  tradition,  we  need 
Dennis  Quilty  as  our  next  state  representative. 


Dennis  Quilty 

State  Representative  *  Ward  5 


Headquarters:  367-2687,  Mary  Ellen  Neylon,  Chairperson,  280  Beacon  Street 
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mitory  monks,  who  are  probably 
quite  unaware  of  their  sexual 
feelings  and  who  may  have  the 
most  innocent  kinds  of  intense 
friendships  with  the  students  on 
their  floors.  Nonetheless,  it  is 
hard  to  imagine  'an  adult  male 
heterosexual  professor  choosing 
to  live  in  a  men’s  dorm. 

Even  more  curious  and  far  less 
appealing  than  monks  in  men’s 
dorms  is  the  presence  at  St.  John’s 
of  a  particularly  virulent  form  of 
anti-abortion  fanaticism.  One  of 
its  chief  tenets  is  celibacy  within 
marriage,  a  view  you  may  have  to 
go  all  the  way  to  Minnesota  to 
hear  espoused.  In  this  atmosphere 
where  some  people  severely  frown 
on  heterosexual  expression, 
homoerotic  feelings  are  naturally 
thought  shameful. 

The  monks  I  worked  with 
would  probably  be  shocked  to 
find  their  lives  mentioned  in  a  gay 
paper.  They  would  feel  attacked, 
not  realizing  that  someone  who 
lived  among  them  briefly  could 
approve  of  the  homoeroticism 
which  flourishes  in  their  com¬ 
munity,  or  trusting  that  one 
Catholic  could  look  at  another’s 
sexual  repression  in  a  spirit  of 
understanding. 

But  what  1  have  tried  to  des¬ 
cribe  here  is  as  much  an  aspect  of 
gay  culture  as  it  is  of  Catholic 
culture.  When  we  think  of  the 
words  “gay  culture,”  of  course, 
we  do  not  think  of  same-sex  reli¬ 


gious  communities.  But  to  under¬ 
stand  varieties  of  lesbian  and 
gay  experience  in  this  country  we 
need  to  look  in  out  of  the  way 
corners,  even  in  places  where  the 
very  notion  of  queerness  is  denied. 

Seeing  the  phrase  “gay  culture” 
more  narrowly,  taking  it  to  mean 
our  creative  work,  we  can  say  that 
St.  John’s  Abbey  is  an  intellectual 
and  artistic  center  where  certain 
highly  individual  men  who  would 
be  very  unhappy  in  Greenwich 
Village  or  the  Castro  can  find  a 
nurturing  atmosphere  for  their 
work.  To  the  extent  that  an  insti¬ 
tution  like  St.  John’s  frees  such 
men  to  develop  their  creativity,  it 
is  a  center  of  gay  culture,  even 
though  its  artists  and  intellectuals 
may  not  call  themselves  gay  and 
may  even  try  to  repress  their  gay 
identities. 

An  obvious  irony  here  is  that 
the  Roman  Catholic  church  has 
used  its  money  and  influence  to 
oppress  gay  people.  It  has  pre¬ 
sented  its  own  children,  many  of 
whom  discovered  their  lesbian  and 
gay  identities  in  its  own  same-sex 
institutions.  All  those  schools  with 
funny  names  like  Aloysius,  Bene¬ 
dict,  Bonaventure,  and  Immacu¬ 
late  Heart  have  their  small  place  in 
gay  American  history,  as  do  all 
the  nuns  and  priests  in  those 
schools  who  renounced  heterosex¬ 
ual  life  so  easily. 

The  hypocrisy  of  the  Catholic 
Church  is  enormous:  it  has  cru¬ 


saded  against  our  rights  bills  and 
called  us  a  threat  to  the  family, 
but  it  would  stop  functioning 
overnight  if  all  gay  priests  and 
nuns  left  their  posts. 

And  yet,  I  feel  affection  for  the 
monks  of  St.  John’s,  despite  the 
very  pure  form  of  male  arrogance 
and  complacency  which  fills  the 
air  behind  the  Pine  Curtain  (the 
students’  name  for  the  tree  which 
encircle  the  campus).  For  all  their 
sexism,  they  are  gentle,  loving 
men,  far  better  role  models  for  the 
young  men  they  teach  than  90% 
of  the  heterosexual  males  who 
teach  in  high  schools  and  colleges. 
I  also  feel  affection  for  the  monks 
because  it  was  in  the  bowels  of 
their  library  that  I  first  read  Les¬ 
bian/Woman  by  Del  Martin  and 
Phyllis  Lyon  (it  was  npt  part  of 
my  ecumenical  research!) 

Can  the  silence  about  the 
Church  and  homosexuality  last 
much  longer?  Last  fall,  an  article 
on  gay  Catholics  in  Christopher 
Street  noted  that  Sister  Jeannine 
Grammick  got  in  trouble  with  the 
Vatican  and  with  her  superior  for 
planning  a  retreat  for  lesbian 
nuns.  I  admire  her  spunk,  but  I 
think  any  convent  lesbians  with 
enough  self-esteem  to  build  net¬ 
works  for  themselves  have  enough 
self-esteem  to  kiss  Holy  Mother 
Church  goodbye. 

In  the  same  issue  of  Christopher 
Street  was  part  of  a  novel  about 
gay  Jesuit  seminarians  in  Boston. 


Less  flamboyant  than  the  Jesuits 
and  often  more  cultivated,  the 
Benedictine  monks  of  Collegeville 
may  be  much  slower  to  produce 
any  gay  literature.  One  of  their 
neighbors,  the  short  story  master 
J.F.  Powers,  has  written  of  the 
complicated  relations  between 
priests  but  has  not,  as  far  as  I 
know,  ventured  into  gay  territory. 

A  writer  who  is  also  the  novice 
master  at  St.  John’s  Abbey, 
Alfred  Deutsch,  has  produced 
some  wistful,  wry,  ironic  sketches 
about  the  ordinary  lives  and 
foibles  of  monks,  but  I  do  not 
think  that  in  his  seventies  he  will 
want  to  tackle  the  difficult  new 
subject  of  monks  who  are  sexually 
drawn  to  one  another. 

One  book  I’d  like  to  see  in  the 
next  decade,  therefore,  is  an  an¬ 
thology  of  short  autobiographical 
sketches  by  lesbians  who  have 
been  in  convents  and  gay  men  who 
have  been  priest  or  monks.  1 
wonder  if  any  of  the  Benedictine 
monks  1  occasionally  saw  in  the 
gay  bars  of  St.  Paul  will  ever  write 
about  their  experiences.  Three 
years  after  I  left  St.  John’s,  I  met 
at  a  gay  gathering  a  former  monk 
who  had  left  the  English  depart¬ 
ment  before  I  arrived.  “Did  you 
know  that  we  were  all  faggots?” 
he  asked  cheerfully.  Until  some  of 
those  men,  or  men  like  them, 
write  about  their  lives,  an  area  of 
gay  life  will  remain  invisible. 

In  the  Catholic  slang  of  the 


past,  “come  out  ”  always  meant 
to  leave  the  convent  or  the  priest¬ 
hood,  and  the  phrase  usually  had 
a  tinge  of  failure  associated  with 
it.  The  contributors  to  my  imagi¬ 
nary  anthology  will  have  to  come 
out  in  our  current  sense  of  the 
phrase  before  they  are  ready  to 
share  their  stories.  Some  may  not 
even  know  what  great  stories  they 
have  to  tell;  others  may  lack  the 
self-esteem  to  write  about  their 
experiences. 

Certainly  that  was  true  of  me  in 
1973  when  the  men  of  St.  John’s 
published  my  first  autobiographi¬ 
cal  piece  in  a  journal  called  The 
Lower  Stumpf  Lake  Review.  The 
sketch  was  about  being  different, 
but  in  those  days  I  could  not  say 
that  the  only  really  different  thing 
about  me  was  my  lesbianism. 

There  is  something  else  I  could 
not  say  in  1973,  and  I  hope  the 
editor  of  my  imaginary  anthology 
will  put  it  in  her  introduction:  the 
spiritual  glue  which  holds  together 
communities  like  St.  John’s  is  not 
religion  at  all  but  homoeroticism. 
Catholicism  can  pass  for  a  living 
religion  as  long  as  convents  and 
monasteries  still  stand,  but  it  is 
time  to  say  out  loud  that  the  life  in 
them  has  very  little  to  do  with 
belief  of  any  kind  and  a  great  deal 
to  do  with  homoerotic  feelings. 
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NEEDED 

We  want  to  interview  subjects  about  their 
personality,  sexual  behavior  and  mental  abilities. 
You  must  be  Male,  Age  25-35,  Unmarried  and  in 
good  health.  Time  required:  about  5  hours. 
Payment:  $25. 
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PAID  ADVERTISEMENT 


Almost  100  years  after  universal  acceptance  of 
the  germ  theory  of  disease,  it  is  appalling  that  every 
individual  is  still  not  being  taught  the  significance  of 
the  role  of  personal  hygiene  in  the  prevention  of  sex¬ 
ually  transmitted  diseases. 

Current  attitudes  (including  group  male-female 
and  same-sex  activitesj  require  that  each  participant 
wash  away  those  acquired  and  one’s  own  germs  and 
secretions,  before  and  after  sex  contact,  in  protec¬ 
tion  of  one’s  self  and  of  one’s  sex  partner(s). 

An  important  health  factor  is  remembering  the 
lower  digestive  tract  as  a  source  of  infectious  germs 
including  those  which  may  cause  non-gonococcal 
urethritis  in  the  male  and  vaginitis  in  the  female.  Here 
are  some  highlights  from  our  widely  acclaimed 
booklet  (Available  in  Spanish;  soon  in  Japanese)  — 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 
FOR  EVERYONE 

Personal  Hygiene  is  Significant  to  VD  PREVENTION 
and  Good  Health.  Not  to  teach  washing  before  and 
after  sex  activities  is  to  encourage  the  spread  of  sex¬ 
ually  transmitted  diseases. 

PAGE  2:  THE  SEXUALLY  ACTIVE  MALE 

Careful  washing  after  sex  will  reduce  the 
possiblity  of  catching  VD.  The  germs  that  cause 
syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  as  well  as  some  other  sexual¬ 
ly  transmitted  diseases,  are  sensitive  to  soap  and 
water. 

WASH  BEFORE  SEX  FOR  HYGIENIC  PURPOSES 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  INTERCOURSE: 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft  mushy  soap 
into  urinary  opening. 

Rinse. 

Repeat  procedure. 

Then  urinate  (which  may  sting). 

Extended  exposure  or  delay  before  washing 
diminishes  the  effectiveness  of  this  preventive 
measure.  Washing  is  doubly  important  since  even  in 
the  absence  of  syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  other  sexually 
transmitted  germs  can  cause  infections  such  as  NGU 
(non-gonococcal  urethritis)  or  NSU  (non-specific 
urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act,  use 
watersoluble  preparations  that  will  wash  away.  Do 
not  use  an  oil  base  that  will  leave  a  film  to  trap  the 
germs. 

NOTE:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head  of  the 
penis  may  trap  germs  which  can  cause  infections. 
Therefore,  special  attention  should  be  given  to 
washing  the  uncircumcised  penis. 

When  vaccines  against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis 
will  have  been  developed,  personal  hygiene  will  re¬ 
main  necessary  to  prevent  other  sexually  transmitted 
diseases.  For  example:  A  gonorrhea  vaccine  will  not 
prevent  approximately  half  of  the  reported  cases  of 
male  urethritis  which  are  not  gonorrhea. 

PAGE  3:  SOME  ASPECTS  OF  PERSONAL 

HYGIENE  FOR  MALE  AND  FEMALE 

Infectious  germs  which  are  always  found  in  the 
lower  digestive  tract  may  be  transmitted  from  the  rec¬ 
tum  during  certain  sex  activities.  Among  the 
dangerous  germs  present  may  be  the  virus  which 
causes  hepatitis,  and  parasites  which  cause  gastro¬ 
intestinal  disorders  if  they  enter  the  mouth  (anal-oral 
route). 

The  mucous  membranes  of  the  genito-urinary 
system  are  highly  susceptible  to  infection  by  some  of 
these  germs  from  the  rectum.  For  example:  As  a 
result  of  careless  wiping  from  rectum  toward  vagina 
by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs  are  easily  spread  to 
the  vagina  where  they  may  cause  infections,  and  from 
which  they  may  be  transmitted  during  vaginal,  as  well 
as  rectal,  intercourse.  Therefore,  females  must  not 
wipe  in  the  direction  of  rectum  to  vagina . 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex  can  be 
greatly  aided  by  the  bidet,  a  low  bathroom  fixture, 
designed  to  facilitate  washing  for  disease  prevention 
and  proper  cleansing  after  toilet.  Not  everyone,  unfor¬ 
tunately,  has  been  adequately  informed  as  to  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  the  bidet;  it  is  not  fpund,  for  instance,  in 
homes  or  hotels  in  the  United  States,  whereas  in 
many  parts  of  the  world  it  is  widely  used  and  signifi¬ 
cant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good  hygiene  requires 
careful  washing  of  genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and 
after  sex. 

Men  and  Women:  Learn  also  about — 

The  significance  during  treatment  of  no  sex  con¬ 
tact  which  may  spread  the  disease,  and  particularly 
during  treatment  for  urethritis,  no  alcohol  which  may 
irritate  the  GU  system,  delaying  cure.  The  importance 
of  a  follow-up  visit  to  the  physician  to  see  if  further 
treatment  is  required.  For  the  sexually  active 
male  —  the  commercially  available  germicidal 
preparation  (Sanitube  )  for  use  after  intercourse  to 
prevent  gonorrhea  and  syphilis. 

For  the  sexually  active  female  —  certain  com¬ 
mercially  available  vaginal  contraceptive  foams, 
creams,  suppositories  and  jellies,  which  also  have 
germicidal  properties  that  may  prevent  VD. 

Send  your  tax-deductible  contribution  for  a  copy 
(quantities  available.)  Help  us  educate  the  public. 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 
PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

335  BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK,  NY  10013 


District  Elections 


continued  from  page  3 
ticular  supervisors. 

Francois  gave  a  most  uncon¬ 
vincing  account  of  himself  when 
he  debated  gay  former  mayoral 
candidate  David  Scott  (see  GCN, 
Vol.  7,  No.  19)  before  the  Stone¬ 
wall  Democratic  Club  in  early 
July.  In  one  of  many  sweeping 
statements,  he  claimed  that  the 
problems  of  many  other  cities  — 
including  Boston  —  were  due  to 
their  having  district  elections. 
When  confronted,  he  seemed  obli¬ 
vious  to  the  fact  that  at-large 
elections  had  been  used  to  deny 
black  representation  in  Boston 
and  in  the  South. 

The  annual  Castro  Street  Fair, 
held  two  days  before  the  election, 
became  a  minor  issue.  In  June, 
Harry  Britt  had  persuaded  the  city 
to  permit  the  fair  to  expand  onto 
one  block  of  Market  Street. 
Francois  promised  to  make  this 
decision  an  example  of  what  was 
wrong  with  district  elections, 
because  it  allowed  “pressure 
groups”  to  influence  public  pol¬ 
icy.  He  denied  at  Stonewall  that  he 
was  gay-baiting. 

If  homophobia  was  usually  a 
subtle  issue  in  the  debate,  repeal 
forces  showed  no  such  reticence  in 
playing  on  anti-communist  hyster¬ 
ia.  A  flyer  put  out  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  to  Reunite  San  Francisco 


alleged  that  one  member  of  the 
Community  Congress  that  had 
drawn  up  the  district  lines  in  1976 
was  a  Maoist.  In  the  Voters’ 
Handbook,  John  Barbagelata 
claimed  that  “a  powerful  coalition 
of  radical  groups  (socialist/ 
communists)  almost  completely 
controlled  the  supervisors.” 

Many  conservative  gays  op¬ 
posed  district  elections,  as  well  as 
the  Rev.  Raymond  Broshears, 
who  shrieked  in  an  editorial  in  the 
Crusader,  his  newspaper,  “Thank 
you  Jesus,  district  elections  have 
been  repealed!”  Former  Sentinel 
political  writer  Duke  Smith  helped 
organize  the  repeal  campaign. 
Former  supervisoral  candidate 
and  Chamber  of  Commerce  direc- 
,  tor  Kevin  Wadsworth  dropped  his 
campaign  for  Community  College 
board  to  support  repeal  and  is 
expected  to  run  again  for  super¬ 
visor.  Realtor  David  Finn  proved 
an  embarrassment  because  he  in¬ 
sisted  on  bringing  his  little  poodle, 
Missy,  to  sit  in  his  lap  during  de¬ 
bates  with  district  election  pro¬ 
ponents.  _ 

Although  final  figures  are  not 
available,  it  is  clear  that  those  de¬ 
siring  to  retain  district  elections 
were  badly  outspent  by  about  4  to 
1.  Big  contributors  to  the  repeal 
effort  included  Southern  Pacific 
Co.;  owner  Mel  Swig  of  the  Fair- 


Wisdom 

Continued  from  Page  8 

intrigue,  and  sexual  energy.  Its 
adolescent  characters  were,  in 
short,  passionate,  and  I  loved  it. 
The  German  classic  Maedchen  in 
Uniform  certainly  captures  this 
quality,  but,  perhaps  because  it 
was  made  in  1932,  the  passion 
goes  overboard  and  becomes 
melodramatic  and  a  little  embar¬ 
rassing.  The  Getting  of  Wisdom, 
on  the  other  hand,  is  a  boarding 
school  film  about  woman-identi¬ 
fied  women  which  captures  this 
quality  of  the  passion  of  (at  least 
female)  adolescence  quite  perfect¬ 
ly. 

Because  of  this,  I  must  admit 
that  I  was  utterly  drawn  in,  and 
can  offer  little  of  a  more  objective 
reviewer’s  wit  or  perception.  Al¬ 
though  I  liked  the  photography  a 
lot  (especially  in  the  beginning  I 
noticed  that  scary,  a  little  deso¬ 
late,  but  free  and  open  sweep  of 
Australian  outland,  with  the  two 
girls  in  their  long  dresses  leaning 
against  the  curved  and  whitened 
tree  limbs)  after  the  beginning  1 
was  too  involved  to  notice  fine 
frames  or  angles.  Instead  I  wanted 
desperately  for  Laura  (the  hero)  to 
be  accepted  and  loved  by  those 
other  snobby  girls  despite  her  out¬ 
rageous  red  flouncy  dress  (all  the 
others  wore  discreet  and  expensive 
looking  dark  ones,  with  those 
wonderful  flounced  grey  or  white 
pinafores).  And  despite  her 
definitely  non-‘society’  back¬ 
ground,  her  unfortunate  habit  of 
volunteering  to  do  things  like  play 
the  piano  in  public  thus  forcing 
another  girl  to  make  a  fool  of  her¬ 
self  by  singing  along.  I  was  men¬ 
tally  pleading  with  the  proctor  not 
to  look  her  way  when  with  much 
rustling,  she  cheated  on  her 
history  exam.  I  almost  applauded 
when  she  managed  to  be  sweet  to 
the  new  fat  girl  who  loved  her, 
even  though  she  herself  needed  to 
make  it  with  the  others  so  badly 
that  she  didn’t  have  much  to  spare 
in  the  way  of  humanness.  I  wept 
copiously  over  certain  partings 
and  humiliations.  And  I  wanted 
so  badly  for  something  to  happen 
with  that  beautiful  older  girl,  the 
one  with  dark  black  eyebrows  who 
stayed  by  herself  most  of  the  time, 


played  the  piano  with  Laura  so 
sexily,  said  “Men  are  .  .  .  fools, 
for  the  most  part”  and  quoted 
something  about  “those  who  seek 
me  shall  find  me.”  And  whom, 
incidentally,  reminded  me  of  the 
17  year  old  I  was  in  love  with  at  15 
...  I  have  said  that  I  don’t  find 
adolescent  girls  particularly  sexy, 
but  I  have  to  admit  that  this  par¬ 
ticular  17  year  old  was,  probably 
because  I  didn’t  see  her  as  17,  but 
as  the  Older  Woman.  Also,  one 
reason  that  young  characters  in 
film  or  fiction  are  often  dull  is 
that  they  are  portrayed  in  terms  of 
their  age-bound  stereotypes:  cute, 
innocent,  shy,  bouncy.  Although 
some  of  the  minor  characters  had 
some  of  these  characteristics,  they 
were  not  defined  in  terms  of  them. 
Even  the  teachers,  who,  at  first 
seemed  almost  uniformly  cruel 
and  hateful,  were  shown,  once 
they  got  away  from  the  students, 
to  be  individuals;  as  lonely,  yearn¬ 
ing,  and  fascinating  as  everyone 
else. 

For  me  it  is  significant  when  I 
come  out  of  a  movie  wishing  I 
could  see  several  sequels  about  the 
lives  of  the  minor  characters.  I 
came  out  of  The  Getting  of  Wis¬ 
dom  longing  for  another  movie 
about  the  fat  girl,  Annie,  who 
loved  Laura  so  much  that  she  stole 
to  get  her  a  ring.  She  was  beautiful 
in  her  passion  and  concentration, 
and  I  want  to  know  exactly  what 
happened  to  her  when  she  left  the 
school  so  ignominously,  and  how 
she  changed  and  what  she  did  as 
she  grew  up.  Also,  I’d  like  one 
about  the  selfish  and  greedy  but 
utterly  charming  and  very  dykey 
upperclass  blond  one  who  seized 
Laura’s  cake  from  home  and  ate 
off  all  the  almonds.  And  about 
the  bony,  horse-faced  teacher  with 
the  wonderful  eyes,  who  read  for¬ 
bidden  novels  and  longed  for 
romance. 

Laura  herself  is  pleasingly  un¬ 
beautiful.  She  is  small  and  skinny 
and  dark,  even  a  little  mole-like, 
with  sharp  pointy,  intelligent 
features,  just  a  hint  of  a  mus¬ 
tache,  and  unrelentingly  present 
eyes.  She  has  a  Fine  combination 
of  strength  and  weakness,  tells 
wonderful  stories  which  some¬ 
times  turn  into  lies  to  gain  pop- 


mont  Hotel;  Embarcadero  Cen¬ 
ter;  and  Pacific  Telephone.  Both 
daily  papers,  the  Chronicle  and 
the  Examiner,  supported  repeal, 
as  did  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

The  big  money  of  Southern  Pa¬ 
cific  and  the  St.  Francis  Hotel 
have  succeeded  in  repealing  dis¬ 
trict  elections.  But  the  broad  coali¬ 
tion  that  supported  the  issue  for 
years  —  the  consumer  activists, 
the  neighborhood  groups,  gay 
political  clubs  —  are  not  about  to 
give  up.  The  incongruous  move  of 
placing  another  referendum 
question  on  the  November  ballot 
to  negate  repeal  may  or  may  not 
work.  There  is  the  danger  that  it 
could  backfire,  dividing  peo¬ 
ple’s  energiesor elec  ting  a  conser¬ 
vative  board  and  discrediting  the 
city’s  progressives  for  years  to 
come. 

Four  major  gay  candidates  have 
emerged,  and  more  will  doubtless 
run.  Besides  Britt  and  Wadsworth, 
David  Scott  is  in  the  race.  Charter 
commissioner  Frank  Fitch,  the 
only  gay  elected  citywide  official, 
may  also  announce. 

It  would  be  afittingironyforthe 
homophobes  who  voted  for  repeal 
to  get  rid  of  Britt  if  the  voters  in 
November  were  to  elect  two  gay 
supervisors. 


ularity;  plays  the  piano  with  a 
fierce  intensity;  learns  to  despise 
her  background,  or  at  least  tries 
very  hard  to.  She  resists  love  for  a 
long  time  until  she  falls  into  it,  lets 
everything  go,  and  almost  flunks 
out  of  school;  but  when  she  Finds 
that  she  isn’t  wanted  after  all  she 
pulls  herself  out  of  it  with  her 
sharp,  good  chin  and  sheer  deter¬ 
mination.  For  me  at  least,  she  was 
the  perfect  hero. 

The  lesbian  scene,  if  you  can 
call  it  that,  was  disappointing.  It 
consisted  of  some  bedtime  hug¬ 
ging  in  white  nightgowns,  and 
lasted  just  long  enough  to  miss  if 
you  blinked  your  eyes  at  the 
wrong  time.  It  was  one  more  piece 
of  evidence  for  the  ongoing  theory 
that  what  lesbians  do  is  kiss  a 
little,  very  sweetly  and  fall  asleep, 
and,  as  such,  it  made  me  angry. 
Some  of  the  other  scenes  (the  two 
girls  playing  the  piano  together,  or 
the  undressing  scene  where  they 
talk  about  sex  and  having  babies, 
and  slyly  inspect  each  other)  were 
much  sexier,  but  the  lesbianism  in 
the  film  was  pretty  clearly  pre¬ 
sented  in  terms  of  the  “stage” 
theory.  “You’ll  grow  up  and  like 
men,  too,”  the  older  girl  assures 
Laura,  as  she  gets  ready  to  leave 
for  one.  Laura  protests  violently, 
but  the  film  gives  us  no  reason  to 
believe  her. 

What  is  true,  however,  is  that 
we  are  given  a  female  world.  All 
the  growing-up  issues  (the 
morality  of  cheating,  of  honor,  of 
standing  by  a  loved  one,  of  pride) 
are  played  out  by  and  between 
women.  Even  in  the  short  scenes 
at  Laura’s  home,  there  are  no 
men;  only  a  warm  and  Fiery 
mother,  another  sweet,  tough  and 
dykey  woman  (perhaps  an  aunt, 
perhaps  the  mother’s  friend)  and 
Laura’s  sister,  with  whom  she  has 
a  passionate  and  serious  relation¬ 
ship. 

I  can’t  decide  how  “seriously” 
The  Getting  of  Wisdom  should  be 
taken,  if  it  has  much  to  offer 
beyond  enjoyment,  or  whether 
Bereford  accomplishes  anything 
new  or  exciting  as  a  Film-maker.  I 
will  try  to  answer  these  questions 
the  next  time  I  go  to  see  it,  which  I 
will  certainly  do  soon,  as  a  present 
to  myself. 


Gay  Community  News,  September  6,  1980 


•  Page  17 


I 

a 

-a* 

s: 

s; 

•2! 


SELL,  I  GOTTA  GET  BATE 
[powrmm  mnt  Am,  cookie?'. 


„  _ rT No..i  'kWfiFwmm 

Vis  NAME'S  ROBIN Bd\  (QKCAlW  W  LAT&Q 


(is  there Ammo  strange) 

(JWLTT  THb  BODY?) 

~MWe  MORPER  MS  VIOLENT.  ME 

'mxjnds  are  mm  a  hard, saarpce 

f)8J6Cf BUT  WE/'EE  Too  EAG6ED  TO 

'  '7v 


Gay  VP  Proposed 


continued  from  page  1 
tomb  of  the  unknown  soldier  at 
the  Arlington  National  Cemetary 
in  October  of  last  year  in  honor  of 
lesbian  and  gay  victims  of  war. 

More  serious,  Kunst  said,  was 
the  administration’s  reinstatement 
of  what  he  called  the  Nixon  immi¬ 
gration  policy,  which  bans  foreign 
lesbians  and  gay  men  from  enter¬ 
ing  the  country. 

Kunst  told  GCN  that  the  lesbian 
and  gay  caucus  was  led  by  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  organizations  such  as 
the  National  Gay  Task  Force 
(NGTF)  and  the  Gay  Rights 
National  Lobby  (GRNL)  and  that 
the  lesbian  and  gay  leadership  had 
“demonstrated  its  most  devious 
type  of  politics”  at  the  conven¬ 
tion. 

Kunst  stated  that  Rockway  had 
urged  the  lesbian  and  gay  caucus 
to  challenge  the  participation  in 
the  convention  of  Florida  govern¬ 
or  Bob  Graham,  a  supporter  of 
Anita  Bryant,  who  nominated 
Jimmy  Carter. 

Kunst  charges  that  CURE’S  ef¬ 
fort  was  defeated  because  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  caucus  had  “inside 
connections”  with  the  Democratic 
Party  leadership  and  had  been 
“rubbing  shoulders  with  the 
White  House.” 

Neither  Kunst  nor  Rockway 
was  a  delegate  to  the  convention. 

But  Boozer  told  GCN  the 
lesbian  and  gay  caucus  had  known 


nothing  beforehand  of  the  CURE 
effort  and  that  Rockway  himself 
had  told  the  caucus  he  was  willing 
to  withdraw  from  the  race. 

Boozer  denied  GRNL  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  convention  and  said 
NGTF  leaders  had  little  par¬ 
ticipation  in  caucus  deliberations. 

He  told  GCN  the  caucus  pre¬ 
ferred  to  nominate  one  of  its  own 
members  and  that  Rockway  failed 
not  because  of  NGTF  and  GRNL 


Lust 


continued  from  page  13 

“I  don’t  quite  trust  Jeanetter.but 
knowing  her  is  worth  it  now,  just 
for  this.”  “How  do  you  know 
her?”  Jo  queried.  “Oh,  I’m 
supposedly  posing  for  her.  She’s 
gotten  this  grant  from  some  bull¬ 
shit  foundation.  ‘Afro-American 
Gothic’  it’s  going  to  be  called. 
Ridiculous  as  far  as  I’m 
concerned,  but  it  pays  well.”  Jo 
dismissed  her  uneasiness  as  Estella 
swam  closer  and  softly  brushed 
her  face  with  her  lips.  “Have  you 
ever  wondered  how  dolphins  do 
it?”  she  whispered.  “Two  female 
dolphins,  of  course.” 

It  was  more  than  three  hours 
later  that  the  two,  lying  beached 
and  exhausted  by  the  water’s 
edge,  letting  the  last  rays  of  sun 
caress  their  spent  bodies,  heard  a 
curious  whirring  noise.  Jo  turned 


manipulation  but  because  dele¬ 
gates  failed  to  respond  to  him. 

Boozer  said  of  the  effort  to 
nominate  him,  “I  feel  very  good 
about  it.  One  of  the  best  things 
that  happened  in  New  York  was 
that  it  brought  people  together. 
Something  of  substance  will  come 
out  of  it.”  He  told  GCN  the 
convention  effort  will  result  in 
more  coordination  between  local 
and  national  efforts. 


to  see  Pierre,  his  wheels  plunging 
madly  through  the  sand.  Now 
they  caught,  spinning  wildly,  and 
as  the  two  women  ran  to  him  he 
was  catapulted  out  of  the  chair 
and  flung  face  down  upon  the 
sand!  Not  bothering  to  robe 
they  dashed  to  his 
a  strange  pallor  was 
approaching  the 
“I  too  posed  for 
’  was  all  he  said 


themselves, 
rescue,  but 
already 

handsome  face. 

Jeanetter  .  .  .  ’ 
before  his  long  eyelashes  closed  in 
a  faint.  “He  was  trying  to  tell  us 
something!”  breathed  Jo,  as  her 
body  hardened  into  the  old  Akin- 
Do  stance  of  readiness.  “Here!” 
She  effortlessly  lifted  him  back 
into  the  chair.  “You  wheel  him 
back.  I’ll  be  in  the  house!”  And 
she  took  off,  still  unclothed,  for 
all  the  world  like  an  avenging 
goddess,  the  other  two  following 
not  far  behind. 
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MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 

Mousie  Mousie  I'm  a  wreck 
Pain  in  shoulder,  pain  in  neck 
But  I  love  you,  what  the  heck. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine _ 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

Sorry  to  be  such  a  drag.  Hope  finger 
healing  well.  Did  we  have  fun  at  Fair  or 
weren’t  we  there? _ 

ORIENTALS?  SE  ASIANS? 

GWM  5 '8'  140  lb  bl/bl  sincere  minded 
Orientalist  sks  companions,  friends  or 
visitors  to  city.  Write  Box  496  DMS  132 
W  24  St.  NY,  NY  10011. _ (7) 

Gay/Les  Brandeis  Alumni  contact  M. 
Greenfield,  604  Washington  Sq  South 
#1201,  Phila,  PA  19106.  Start  Gay/Les- 
blan  Brandeis  Alum  Orgztn. _ (7) 

Gordy,  just  a  note  to  tell  you  how  happy 
I  am  that  you’re  home  again.  The 
chickens  &  cats  missed  you  too.  And  I 
love  you  so  much.  Yours  forever  and 
ever,  Nubbin.  PS  Happy  B-Day. _ (7) 

GWM,  20,  likes  music,  beach,  outdoors, 
skiing,  and  bicycling.  Would  like  to 
meet  another  GM  with  similar  interests 
for  friendship.  Write  Nathan  Winslow, 
203  Loudon  Rd,  Bldg  #7,  Apt  #3, 
Concord,  NH  03301. _ 0 

RON  NY 

Three  years  we’ve  been  together 

1  love  you  now  more  than  ever 
Let  us  never  part,  for  we  are  one. 

Our  love  will  remain  strong  forever. 
Never  lose  hope  we  will  win! 

Remember  always,  Wayne  loves  you! 

Lesbian,  44,  very  interested  in  buying 
and  running  a  small  farm  but  very  inex¬ 
perienced  in  realities  of  such  a  venture. 
Would  like  to  meet  GFs  with  some 
experience  in  rural  living  or  who  are 
interested  in  such  an  enterprise.  Let’s 
swap  dreams  and/or  realities.  GCN  Box 

309.  _ (8) 

SEEKING  WELL-HUNG  FRIEND 
GWM,  32,  150  lbs  well  hung,  32'  waist, 
5'7\  and  well  experienced  in  the  usual 
and  the  kinky.  Like  grass,  poppers, 
booze,  grease.  Am  eager  to  have  a  high 
time  with  well  endowed  well  built  GWM 
or  GBM  who  send  me  phone,  photo  & 
letter.  Write  Box  66,  104  Charles  St, 
Boston,  MA02114. _ (9) 

6  yr  old  boy,  living  w/lesbians,  needs 
big  brother.  Black  male  prefered. 
Knowledge  of  sign  language  or  willing¬ 
ness  to  learn  essential.  Write  GCN  Box 

310.  _  (c) 

GBM  New  Yorker,  student,  swimmer's 
build,  asthmatic.  Seeks  companion 
with  similar  invisible  handicap  or  cir¬ 
cumstance  which  forced  early  aware¬ 
ness  of  mortality  and  is  consequently 
very  serious  about  life  and  has  little 
time  for  superficiality.  GCN  Box  303.  (8) 

2  GWM  businessmen  seek  young  GM 

to  service  nice  small  country  home  in 
So.  NH.  Should  be  easygoing.  No  hang¬ 
ups  about  sex  —  no  SM.  Allowance. 
Description  to  GCN  Box  301 . _ (10) 

Italian-American  gay  male,  32,  will  be  in 
Boston  end  of  Aug.  Would  like  to  meet 
gay  Black  men.  I’m  5 ’7”,  dk  hr,  dk  eyes, 
beard.  Variety  of  interests.  Write  soon 
to  Joe,  PO  Box  2166,  Phila,  PA  19103.  (7) 
31  yr  old  feminine  &  sensual  bl-eyed 
blonde,  desires  to  find  heart’s 
companion.  I’m  intelligent,  romantic, 
well-read,  fun-loving  &  totally  devoted 
to  being  one  woman’s  lady.  I  enjoy  film, 
dancing,  music,  theatre,  stimulating 
conversation,  imaginative  touches  that 
keep  a  romance  alive  (like  flowers  for 
no  special  reason).  I  hope  to  receive 
replies  from  earthy  free  spirit  who's  not 
afraid  to  look  like  a  lady  &  who  ts  ready 
to  be  committed.  No  games  or  role- 
playing;  only  a  real  &  sincere  plea  to 
meet  someone  during  this  lonely  time. 
Pis  let  me  reach  out  and  touch  your 
heart  &  I  promise  to  try  to  enrich  your 
life.  GCN. Box  304, _ (8) 

BiWM  LKING  FOR  CUTE  KID 
I'm  47  (look  37)  white  Irishman.  Served 
19  years  In  Attica  Prison  and  turned 
bisex  there.  I’ll  be  free  in  11  mos.  Have 
bread  from  army  pension.  Only  young 
and  cute  ferns  need  write.  Will  ans  all 
mail.  Henry  Purcell,  Jr,  Onondaga  Co 
Jail,  511  S.  State  St.,  Syracuse,  NY 
13202. _ (6) 

Willing  to  try  Bi?  Attr,  educ,  intellig, 
active,  culture-loving  GWF  sks  same  in 
GWM  for  fun,  friendship,  etc.  Gentle¬ 
ness,  sense  of  humor  a  must.  Sincere 
replies  only.  No  straights  or  weirdos, 
please!  GCN  Box  311. _ (8) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number 
in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classi¬ 
fieds,  Box  ,  22  Bromfield  St., 

Boston,  MA  02108. 


GCN  SPECIALS 


DESKS  &  FILE  CABINETS  NEEDED 

GCN's  growing  pains  can  be  (tempora¬ 
rily)  soothed  by  a  desk  and  a  legal  size 
file  cabinet  (or  two!).  Let  Mike  know  if 
you  can  help.  Please.  426-4469. 


SERVICES 


THERAPY  GROUP  FOR  GAY  MEN 
is  forming  for  September  to  explore 
issues  of  intimacy,  relationships,  and 
gay  self-image.  Call  628-8286  and  leave 
message  for  Jim  Fishman,  MSW.  (8) 


Experienced  reliable  housecleaner. 
Excellent  references.  Call  Bob  at 
427-3829.  (7) 

NO  SHORE  OCEAN-VIEW  HSE 

2  LFs  Ikg  for  1  or  2  more  for  great  hse 
w/yd  frplc  walk  to  private  beach  avail 
9/1  rent  160  inc  utils  each  have  dog/cat 
&  fun  Ipswich  356-0248.  (7) 

CENTER  FOR  WELLNESS 
Acupuncture 

Wellness  Counseling 
Exercise  and  Body  work 
Karen  Black,  Reg  Acu  926-8769 
Insurance  Accepted 

One  person  wanted  for  very  large  sunny 
4  bedroom  duplex  d/d  2  baths  carpeting 
exposed  brick  250+  South  End  Warren 
Ave  536-8226  morns  &  eves.  (8) 

LANDSCAPING-GARDENING 

We  offer  complete  landscape  and  gar¬ 
dening  services.  Quality  work,  personal 
attention.  Call  Bob  Toscano, 

Back  Bay  Gardens— 267-6188.  (c) 

GM  24  seeks  1  or  2  to  share  in 
Bos/Camb  area.  Resp  mature  sense  of 
humor.  1  am  conscious  but  not  dogmat¬ 
ic.  Smoke,  pets  OK.  Call  if  U  have  place 
(401)  751-8064.  Ask  for  John  R.  (8) 

THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE 
Non-sexual  healing  massage  using  a 
synthesis  of  shiatsu  (acupressure) 
reflexology  (foot  massage),  &  muscular 
work.  Call  Mick  Hazen  522-9164.  (7) 

Male  housemate(s)  wanted  8  rm  con¬ 
temporary  West  suburbs  30  min  Boston 

3  Br  pvt  bath  separate  level.  All  com¬ 
forts,  swim  pool,  privacy.  Ask  $250  + 
share  energy  cost.  References.  (617) 
443-8044.  (8) 

MASS.  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTISM 

(617)965-1311  for  appt. 

ARE  YOU  HAVING  AN  AFFAIR? 
Don’t  rely  on  memory!  T&H  Studio  will 
cover  portraits  fo rail  your  occasions  — 
especially  weddings,  commitment 
ceremonies  &  parties.  We  are  located  nr 
Crane’s  Beach  so  we  can  offer  a  wide 
variety  of  outdoor  candids  or  you  can 
choose  the  location.  Call  T&H  Studio, 
Ipswich,  356-0248. _ (7) 

LESBIAN  COUPLES 
Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart, 
Lesbian  Feminist  counselor.  666-2778. 


WAKTED 


HELP  OUT  NEW  GAY  YOUTH  GP 

Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  need  turn,  paint,  vaccuum,  and 
anything  useful  for  new  space.  Call 
338-9472  or  Write:  BAGLY,  do  GCN 
Box  10GY,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston 
MA  02108  _ 

I  am  a  classical  pianist  &  composer 
struggling  to  finance  grad  school.  If  you 
love  music,  consider  being  a  patron  of 
the  Arts.  Sincere  not  a  sex  ad!  For  more 
Info,  GCN  Box  312. _ (7) 


APARTMENTS 


COUNSELING/PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Individuals/Couples/Groups 
Alan  L.  Storm,  Ph.D. 

Chandler  Street,  South  End 

451  0847 (8/3) 

CHILDCARE 

Quality  childcare  for  lesbian  or  gay  par¬ 
ents  in  my  home.  Beacon  Hill  area. 
Available  days,  9-5,  and  some  evenings. 
Sliding  fee.  B.  Cischke,  367-8038.  Best 
tiem  to  call,  early  afternoon. _ (c) 

COPY  CELLAR  COPY  CELLAR 
COPY  CELLAR  COPY  CELLAR 

for  all  your  printing  needs.  (Gay  owned). 
FLYERS,  RESUMES,  STATIONERY,  ETC. 
Copy  Cellar,  55  Broad  St.,  Bos.  near 
Faneuil  Mkt  (off  State  St.)  542-8280 
825-6700. _  (c) 

Original  personalized  rhyming  poems 
for  any  occasion  by  author  of  “Random 
Lust.”  Surprise  your  lovers  mother 
friend.  661-0082. _ (c) 

Gay  women  write/meet  with  confiden¬ 
tiality  &  support  thru  the  Wishing  Well 
Magazine  &  Services.  Intro  copy  $3  ppd. 
Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94948. _ (8-I-?) 

ROOMMATES _ 

LF  roommate  (28  +  )  wanted  to  share 
large,  lovely  Camb  apt  w/LF  35,  2  cats, 
piano,  fireplace,  215  includes  all.  Sept 
or  Oct  call  661-6399. _ ) _ (7) 

Business  person/graduate  student 
seeks  quiet  rmmate-only-to  share  fn  2 
br,  2  bath  apt  on  Comm  nr  Vendome. 
$325.  Call  Martin  266-0857,  eves.  (8) 
Group  house  of  2  F,  1  M  seeks  F  room¬ 
mate  who  is  leftist,  feminist,  over  24, 
fairly  neat,  enjoys  scientific,  political 
discussions.  We  are  near  Arboretum  in 
JPcall  Peggy  253-3149. _ (7) 

Professional  GWM  29  seeks  resp  GWM 
to  share  2  bedroom  triplex  in  South 
End.  $250/mo  +  utils.  Call  Bob  eves I 
wknds  at  (617)  266-8764, _ (7) 

LIVE  OUT  OF  THE  CITY 
So  Shore  —  LF  sks  1-2  women  to  share 
3  br  house  on  1  acre  in  Rockland.  I 
enjoy  gardens  beekeeping  no  nukes. 
Non-smoker  no  dogs  $150/mo  util  inc. 
Avail  Sept  or  sooner.  Karen  878-1683.  (7) 

GM  28  seeks  resp  neat  rmt  to  share  my 
furnished  2  bdrm  Beacon  Hill  apt.  Avail 
now.  Call  Don  227-5124.  Keep  trying!  (7) 

Nonsmoking  GM  music  student  seeks 
inexpensive  apt  near  T.  Begin  Sept. 
Reply  PO  Box  24,  Kenmore  Sta,  Boston, 
MA  02215. _ (8) 

GF  35  looking  for  quiet  independent 
prof  woman  to  rent  small  room  in  house 
near  290  Worc-Shrewsbury.  Write  GCN 
Box  308. _ (8) 

2  women  seek  3  more  to  complete  our 
Jamaica  Plain  home.  90 +.  Lesbians 
with  laughter  524-6209. _ (7) 

Roommates  needed  to  share  Ig  sunny 
hse  on  Ft  Hill.  Possible  work  exchange 
for  rent  or  $80/mo  +  utils  &  sec  dep.  13 
rooms,  fireplaces.  Workshop  &  tools 
avail  for  use.  Gd  neighbors,  else  to  pub 
trans.  Larry  426-7042  days. 

THREE  NICE  DYKES 
Ikng  for  a  home.  We  need  place  for  Sept 
that  wouldn’t  cost  more  than  $120  each 
for  rent  (not  counting  utils  —  but  it 
would  be  nice  if  they  were  cheap  too). 
Public  transp  is  must  fr  us  —  no  one 
has  a  car.  If  you  have  room  for  us  in 
your  house,  or  know  of  an  apt  or  hse 
that's  being  vacated  for  Sept,  call 
Denise  at  GCN  426-4469.  (c) 


SOUTH  END 

Sunny  renovated  one  bedroom  studio  in 
owner  occupied  bldg.  $350  incl  util. 
Available  Sept  1.  Call  267-3489.  (7) 

SOUTH  END  WORCESTER  SQUARE 
1  br  w/kitchenette  share  bath  all  util 
incl  175/mo.  Also  1  brapt  280/mo  no  util 
call  247-0570. _ (8) 

JOD  OPPORTUNITIES 

Gay  publisher  needs  typesetter.  Experi¬ 

ence  helpful,  but  we  will  train  a  60  wpm 
typist  with  good  grammar  skills  and 
flexible  schedule.  Phone  Sasha  Alyson, 
542-5679. _ (8) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 
Co-driver  cross  country  18  wheeler  will 
train.  Driver  is  41  with  15  yrs  exp.  On 
road  3  wks  at  time.  Call  Ken  (802) 
266-8284.  Write  Box  164  Beecher  Falls, 
VT  05902.  If  not  home  please  leave 
name  &  tele  or  address. _ (7) 

BANQUET  &  FUNCTION  SERVERS 
Private  club  on  Beacon  Hill  seeks  wait¬ 
ers,  waitress,  bartenders  for  banquet 
on-call  work  mostly  evenings  & 
weekends.  Call  Mr.  Burger  (617) 
227-3550  Mon-Fri  9am-3pm, _ 0 


WE  NEED  A  SECRETARY! 
Statewide  training  program  is  looking 
for  a  competent  energetic  secretary. 
Excellent  typing,  organizational  &  sec¬ 
retarial  skills  required.  $175/wk  plus 
excellent  fringe  package.  Varied  & 
interesting  responsibilities.  Experience 
in  making  conference  arrangements 
desirable.  Send  resume  to;  JJMT,  P.O. 
Box  348,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston,  MA 
02117.  AFFIRMATIVE  ACTION/EQUAL 
OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER. _ ( 7 ) 

FOOD  COOP  OUTREACH  PERSON 
AND  VOLUNTEER  COORDINATOR 
To  work  w/coop  members,  volunteers  & 
staff  collective  in  a  food  coop  federa¬ 
tion/warehouse.  $180/wk  +  benefits. 
Coop  exp  preferred.  Write  for  applica¬ 
tion  (no  phone  calls  or  drop-ins)  to 
NEFCO,  129  Franklin  St,  Cambridge, 
MA  02139.  Applications  due  by  Sept  15. 

0 

ORGANIZATIONS 

FAGBAITING  TEENAGERS? 

If  teenage  "macho  men”  are  persecut¬ 
ing  you,  you  should  join  us.  Gay  rights 
from  a  unique  new  approach.  Write 
Membership,  Jacobin  Press,  PO  Box 
8011,  Jersey  City,  NJ  07308. _ (10) 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Av,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs  8pm.  35  plus  rap 
2nd  W  &  4th  Fri,  8pm.  Bi-monthly  mag¬ 
azine  FOCUS  $8.00.  Monthly  social  & 
fund-raising  event.  Softball  at  Magazine 
Beach  (Camb)  at  3pm  every  Sun.  Info  & 
office  hrs  661  3633.  All  women  invited 
to  participate. _ (c) 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  332- 
4440,  889-1416,  224-3785,  399-4927, 
224-8517.  A  statewide  lesbian  organiza¬ 
tion,  meeting  the  third  Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education  and 
political  action,  since  1976. _ 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists 
Any  time  of  day  -  any  day  of  the  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-21 84.  (c) 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  insured.  Reliable 
Experienced. 

661-2958. (c) 


RESORTS 


GABRIEL  APTS.  FOR  WOMEN 

Rooms  and  efficiencies  by  the  night  or 
week.  Continental  breakfast.  Gathering 
room.  Hot  tub.  Sun  deck.  In  the  center 
of  town.  Reasonably  priced.  104 
Bradford  St.  Provincetown,  MA  02657. 
(617)487-3232. _ _ (8,8) 

Clean,  comfortable,  inexpensive. 
Convenient  to  all,  friendly. 
CARL’S  GUEST  HOUSE 
68  Bradford,  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1650.  March  thru  November. 

P'TOWN’S  WATERSHIP  INN 
Centrally  located,  comfortable  and 
uniquely  charming,  offering  free  con¬ 
tinental  breakfast.  7  Winthrop  St., 
Provincetown,  MA  (617)  487-0094.  (8/7)) 

Reasonably  Priced 

Guest  Rooms,  Cottages  &  Apartments 
At  The  New  NORMANDY  HOUSE 
184  Bradford,  Provincetown  MA  02657 
_ (617)  4or-1 


FOR  SALE 


INSTRUCTION 


Piano  lessons.  Concert  artist  exper 
teacher  Masters  of  M,  New  Eng 
Consent  award  winner.  Accepting 
serious  students  only.  6-10pm  262-2684. 

(6) 


Twin  mattress  &  springs  &  Harvard 
frame  in  exc  cond.  $40.  Lisa,  eves; 
783-0933. _ _ (6) 


Ron  Reagan;  Fascist  Gun  In 
The  West 

T-shirts, 
100%  cotton 
(m,  lg,  xl) 
$7pp. 
(rank  2  colors) 

Buttons, 
bumperstickers 
$1.25  ea.  pp. 

IChirt  Artl  -Lian-Aftl.  P.O.  Box  3776 

(amrt  Artt  Mpls  Mn  5S403 


MOYERS 


Shana  and  Steph 
Lesbian  Movers 
Four  Years  Experience 
436-2583. 


J§> 


GRANDMOTHERS  HELPERS 
Anything,  anywhere  —  all  size  trucks, 
with  dollies,  straps  and  pads  —  fast 
and  efficient.  Very  reliable.  Careful, 
cheerful  and  cheap.  864-0844. _ (cj 


FEMINIST  MEMO  PADS! 
Striking  designs.  “Keep  Your  Laws  Off 
My  Body,”  "Support  Womyn’s  Sports," 
American  Sign  Language  symbol  for 
"Sisters,”  many  more.  50c  ea,  quntity 
discs.  SASE  for  free  brochure; 
Womonotes,  PO  Box  295,  Dept  G,  West 
Stockbridge,  M A  01266. _ 0 

Coco  comes  out  awards  Mat  Wolfe  the 
Nobel  prize  for  your  copy  please  write 
Crow  Ink  Inc  PO  Box  2676  Boston  MA 
02208. _ 0 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  are  distributed  nationwide,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone  number. 

Non-business:  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines  are  50 
cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $5.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per 
line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines 
are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office:  Our 
hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through  Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included  in 
a  Personal  ad. 

Box  numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail  for¬ 
warded,  the  rate  is  $4.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is  forwarded 
at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If  you  want  mail 
forwarded  for  a  3  month  period,  a  $6.00  charge  will  be 
made  for  the  additional  time. 

Display  classifieds  (boxed  ads)  $10.00  per  column  inch. 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run . 


Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 


ACCOMMODATIONS  FOR  SALE 

JOBS  OFFERED  JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

LOST  A  FOUND 


JUST  FRIENDS 
PERSONALS 
REAL  ESTATE 
ROOMMATES 
APARTMENTS 

Headlines  _ 


ORGANIZATIONS 
PRISONERS 

RESORTS 

SERVICES 

_at  $. _ per  wk.  $_ 


INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  WANTED 
MISCELL. 
PENPALS 
PUBLICATIONS 
RIDES 
WANTED 


First  4  lines 


_at  $  per  wk.  $_ 


Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 

Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  weeks  $_ 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $4.00/6  weeks  $_ 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1 .00  $_ 

3  months  forwarding  at  $6.00  $_ 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED  ....$_ 


i 


Name 


Address 


Please  Print  Neatly 

_ City _ 

_ Zip _ 


State 


Phone 


Signature  _ 

Account  No. 


Expiration  Date 


□  VISA 

□  MASTERCHARGE 
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Doston  Area  (617) 

IHFORMATIOH/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 
128ATremont  St.  (4th  Floor)  (Hotline) 426-9371 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Box  178,  Astor  St.,  Boston,  02123 
Black  Men-White  Men  Social/Support  Group  227-6167 
Boston  Aslan  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
c/o  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  22  Bromfleld  St. 

Boston,  02108  542-0114 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
285  Harvard  St.  #102,  Cambridge  02139 
Chiltern  Mountain  Club  227-6167 

Box  104,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
Committee  for  Gay  Youth, 

GCN  Box  10GY,  22  Bromfleld  St.  02108  266-6103 

El  Comite  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O.  Box  365,  Cambridge,  02139  354-1755 

Frenz  &  Luwers  Assoc.,  P.O.  Box  814,  Boston  02123 
Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107  354-0133 

Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 
(GRAC),  c/o  GCN  Box  8000  282-9161 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing  661-7223 

c/o  GCN  Box  Dee,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm,  Mon.-Frl.)  4269371 

Outreach  Institute,  Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215  277-3454 
Parents  of  Gays  542-5188  (days),  426-9371  (nights) 

Project  Place  267-9150 

Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St.,  Cambridge.  661-0248 

POUTICAL/LEGAL _ 

BLAGMAR  (Boston  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Against  the  Right)  266-61 03, 876-8768 

B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association  236-4710 

B.U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

P.O.  Box  218,  E.  Cambridge  02141  491-0968 

Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  742-8020 

GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders),  2  Park  Sq.  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Robin  MacCormack,  Mayor's  Office  725-4410 

Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 

Box  179, 118  Mass.  Ave.  Boston  02115  242-3544 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  595  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02139  542-5415,542-6837 

STUDEHT _ 

Gay  People  at  BU,  c/o  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Sherman  Union,  Boston  University.  353-3646 

Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England, 

P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101  661-6500 

Gay/Lesbian  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College 
P.O.  Box  L199,  Chestnut  Hill,  MA  02167 
Gay  People's  Group,  UMass/Boston 
(Harbor  Campus),  Bldg  1,4thfl,Rm  178  287-1900x2169 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Info.  495-5476 

M  IT  Gays,  Rm .  50-306  253-5440 

Northeastern  Gay  Student  Org.,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  255  Ell  Ctr. 

Tufts  Gay  Community,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 

WOMEH _ 

Aradla  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 
(Kenmore  Sq.)  247-4861  x58 

Cambridge  Women's  Center  354-8807 

Daughters  of  Billtls,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138 
Gay  Professional  Women’s  Assn.. 

Box  308,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St.,  Cambridge 
Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women's  Center 
Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit  Union 

186  Vi  Hampshire  St.,  Camb. 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139 
Tufts  Women's  Center  628-5000x793 

Womanspace,  636  Beacon  St.  (Kenmore  Sq.)  267-7992 
Women's  Alcoholism  Program, 

1 348  Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  021 39 
Women's  Community  Health  Center, 

639  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge 

RELIGIOUS _ _ 

Am  Tikva,  P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138 
Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02114  536-6518 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns  776-6377 

Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center)  964-0996 

Unitarian  Unlversallsts  Office  of  Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 

MEDIA _ 

Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM)  492-6450 

Esplanade  787-1084 

Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Gay  Way  Radio  WBUR  (90.9  FM)  353-2790 

Good  Gay  Poets  266-6103 

Hit  Parade,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston,  02114  658-6494 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates 
c/o  GCN,  22  Bromfleld,  02108  426-9371 

Xanadu  Graphics,  143  Albany,  Camb.  02139  661-6975 

MEDICALfCOUNSELING _ 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  426-9444 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  267-7573 

Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics)  843-5300 

Gay  Nurses'  Alllance/East 

P.O.  Box  673,  Randolph,  MA  02368 
Gender  Identity  Service  864-8181 

Homophlle  Alcoholism  Treatment  Service  542-5188 

Homophlle  Community  Health  Service  542-5188 

Mass  Bay  Counseling 

.  31  Channing  St„  Newton  Corner  021 58  965-1311 

Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  021 16  266-3444 

Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment)  956-5293 

Turley  &  Assoc.,  31  Channing  St.,  Newton,  02158  965-2040 

BOOKS/PARS 


Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield 

New  Words,  186  Hampshire,  Cambridge  02139 

Red  Bookstore,  136  River  St.,  Camb. 

Buddies  (Cruise-Disco),  733  Boylston  St. 

Chaps  (Denin,  Men),  27  Huntington  Ave. 

Delivery  Entrance  (at  the  House  Restaurant) 

12  Wilton  St. 

Elbow  Room,  100  Chandler  (at  Clarendon) 

Harry’s  Place  (Dancing,  Men),  45  Essex  St. 
Herbie’s  Ramrod  Room  (Leather,  Men) 

1254  Boylston  St. 

Jacques  (Mixed,  Dancing),  79  Broadway 
Kimmles  Disco,  237  Mass.  Ave.,  Camb. 

Napoleon  Club  (Men,  Dancing  Fri.-Sun.) 

■  52  Piedmont  St. 

119  Merrlmac  (Bar) 

Paradise  (Talking,  Mostly  Men) 

180  Mass.  Ave.  (Cambridge) 

Playland  (Men,  some  Women),  21  Essex  St. 
Prelude  (Women),  Dartmouth  St. 

Saints  (Women) 

Somewhere  (Disco  Dancing,  Mostly  Women) 

295  Franklin  St. 

Sporter's  Cafe  (Men)  228  Cambridge  St. 
Together  (Disco  Dancing,  Mixed),  110  Boylston  St 
Club  Boston  (Gay  men's  baths),  4  LaGrange  St. 


542-0144 

876-5310 

491-6930 

262-2480 

266-7778 

783-5701 

338-8447 

338-8816 

247-0989 

338-9066 

354-8166 

338-7547 


864-4130 

338-7254 


354-8807 

423-7730 


426-0086 

426-1451 


Eastern  Mass.  (617) 

IHFORMATIOH/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Gay  Hotline  756-0730 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc./Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75,  New  Salem  01355 
Montachusett  Gay  Alliance,  Fitchburg  342-51 1 7 

North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 

Box  806,  Marblehead,  01915  745-6966 

Provlncetown  24-Hour  Drop-In  Center  487-0387 

Survival  Crisis  Line  471-7100 

RELIGIOUS  _ 

Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 

P.O.  Box  348,  Lowell  08853  851-6711 

MCC  Worcester,  2  Wellington  St.,  753-8360 

WOMEH _ 

Everywoman's  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provlncetown  02657  (4-6pm) 

Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren  Women's 
Center,  298  Main  St.,  Hyannis  02601  771-6739 

New  Bedford  Women's  Clinic  999-1570 

Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women’s  Center 

169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01970  745-5873 

The  Women’s  Bookstore,  1087  Main,  01603  791-5127 

Women's  Meeting  House,  89  Downing  St.  01610  752-5905 

STUDEHT _ 

Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance,  950  Main,  A-70 
Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Unlv.)  Students 
South  Campus,  Student  Union  Rm  348  453-3804 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 
Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970  745-0556  (ext.  209) 

Western  Mass.  (413) 

IHFORMATIOH/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1562,  Pittsfield 
01201 

Gay  Counseling  Collective 

406F  Student  Union,  UMass,  Amherst  545-2645 

Gay  Men  of  Franklin  Cty.,  Box  771,  Greenfield 
Help  Line  664-6391 , 664-6392 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta.,  Springfield  01108 

WOMEH _ 

Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 


Northampton  01060 

584-4580 

Everywomen’s  Center,  Amherst 

Franklin  Cty.  Lesbian  Alliance 

P.O.  Box  235,  Deerfield  01342 

545-0883 

Gay  Women's  Caucus,  Amherst 

Lesbians  United 

545-3438 

33  Pearl  St.,  Pittsfield,  01201 

New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 

P.O.  Box  111,  Huntington  01050 

499-2425 

Southwest  Women's  Center 

545-0626 

Women's  Media  Project  (WMUA,  91. 1FM) 

545-2876 

Womonfyre  Books 

586-6445 

RELIGIOUS 


661-3633 


661-2537 

354-8807 

661-0450 

661-6015 


661-1316 

547-2302 


Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  1604  Springfield  01101 

STUDEHT _ _ 

Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003  545-3438 

People's  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 
Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002  545-0154 

Williams  Gay  Peoples  Union 

S.U.  Box  3212,  Williams  College,  Wllliamstown  01267 

Connecticut  (203) 

IHFORMATIOHfSERVICE/SOCIAL 

Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139, 

New  Haven  06505 

Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-F  11-2  pm, 

6-1 1  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Switchboard,  New  Haven, 

P.O.  Box  72, 06501 
M-F  8-11  pm 
Gay  Youth 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103 
Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  &  Gay  Taskforce 
Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National  Archives, 

One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC,  Hartford  06103 
NAMBLA/CT 
New  Haven  Gay  Alliance 
Box  72,  06501 


522-5575 


624-6869 

624-6869 

522-2646 

249-7691 

547-1281 

624-6869 

624-6869 


WOMEH 


Gay  Women's  Collective,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  U-1 18,  UConn,  Storrs  06268  486-4738 

Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective,  522-2763 

214  Laurel  St.,  Hartford  06105  747-5451 

Lesbian  Rap,  New  Haven,  148  Orange  St., 

New  Haven  06510  436-0645 

Shorellnewoman  481-3575 

Women's  Center,  Hartford,  57  Pratt  St., 

Rm  301,  Hartford  06103  -  525-2382 

Women's  Center,  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040  646-4900 

Women's  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-1 18, 

Storrs  06828  486-4738 

Women's  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457  347-941 1 

Women's  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

148  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510  436-0645 

STUDEHT _ 

Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
c/o  Chaplain's  Office,  Hartford  06106  527-3151 

Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520 
Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs,  06268  486-2273 

Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown,  06457  347-941 1 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  So.  Conn.  St.  College, 


386  Sherman  Ave.,  New  Haven  0651 1 
Gay  Community,  Conn.  College 
P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 
Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St.,  Middletown  06457 
Yalesblans,  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta., 

New  Haven  06520 


865-2802 

442-1807 


347-9411 


RELIGIOUS 


Dignity/Fairfield  County, 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 
Dlgnlty/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72,  Hartford  06141  233-8325 

Dlgnlty/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  285,  West  Haven  06516 
Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103 
Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507 

MCC/Hartford;  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505 


522-2646 

787-1518 

232-5110 


777-9808 


MEDICAL/COUHSELIHG 


Gay  AA  (Danbury) 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031,  Yale  St.,  New  Haven,  06520 
Moonseed  (counseling) 


748-5341 


436-8354 

727-0379 


Rhode  bland  (40 -f) 

IHFORMATIOH/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Gay  Help  Line  751-3322 

Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I.,  728-9269 

Box  6563,  Providence  02940  728-6023 

MEDICAL/COUHSELIHG _ 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA  331-2047 

WOMEH _ 

Gay  Women  of  Brown,  c/o  Sarah  Doyle  Women’s  Center, 

186  Meeting  St.,  Providence,  02912  863-2189 

Lesbian  Feminist  Union,  Sarah  Doyle  Center 
Box  1829  Brown  Sta.,  Providence  02912  863-2189 

Support  Group  for  Gay  Women  Over  25 
Box  755,  Pawtucket  02860  942-5368 

STUDEHT _ 

Brown/RISD  Gay  Students,  Box  49,  Brown  U., 

Providence  02912 


POUTICAL/LEGAL 


863-3062 


RELIGIOUS 


Dignity/Providence,  Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02861  724-0132 

MCC/Providence,  5  Junction  St.,  Providence  272-9247 
MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  ill,  aged  and 

handicapped),  Rev.  Michael  Nordstrom  272-8482 

New  Hampshire  (603) 

IHFORMATIOH/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Dignity/Integrity  52  Pleasant  St.,  Concord  03301 
Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061  Paul  888-1305 

NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
Box  521 ,  Concord  03301  228-8049 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301;  Concord  224-3785, 
431-1541;  Keene  399-4927;  Nashua  889-1416 
Speakers  Bureau,  Box  521,  Concord  03301; 

Box  3472,  Nashua  03061 

MEH _ _ 

Central  N.H.  Men’s  Support  Group 
31  Union  St.,  Concord  03301  228-8049 

Concord  Bisexual  Support  Group,  67  Thorndike  St. 
Conway  Area  Discussion  Group,  Box  211,  Chocorua  03817 
Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  221  Portsmouth  03801 

WOMEH _ 

Full  Circle,  monthly  feminist  news 
journal,  P.O.  Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47,  Penacook 


STUDEHT 


Dartmouth  Gay  Students’  Assoc. 
Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 

Vermont  (602) 


Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men's 
Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Brattleboro  05301 
Washington  County  Gays 

P.O.  Box  1264,  Montpelier  05602 

223-6843 

WOMEH 

Southern  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701 

Women's  Center,  P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401 

775-1946 

863-1236 

RELIGIOUS 

Integrity,  P.O.  Box  11  Winooski,  05404 

STUDEHT 

777-7697 

691-7950 


989-6653 


982-741 1 


777-1800 

744-2785 

734-7748 

677-0237 


FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids 
Gay  Atheists  League  of  America 
P.O.  Box  248,  Village  Sta  NYC  10014 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 
Gay  Switchboard 

Gayellow  Pages,  P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta. 

Mirth  and  Girth  Club 

New  York  Gay  Prisoners  Support  Committee, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station,  10014 
North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc.  (NAMBLA) 

Box  174,  NYC  10018  242-8112 

Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St.  255-8097 

SAGE,  Inc.,  487A  Hudson  St.  10014 
West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

26  Ninth  Ave.  (at  W.14  St.)  675-0143 

WOMEH _ 

All  The  Queens  Women,  36-23  184th  St., 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Dykes  &  Tykes,  Room  502,  110  E.  23rd  St.  10010 
Gay  Women's  Alternative,  4  W.  76th  St.  10023  532-8669 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives,  P.O.  Box  1258,  10001 
Lesbian  Switchboard,  243  W.  20th  St.  10010  741-2610 


Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 
29  W  21st  St. 

Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists 
Dykes  &  Tykes  Legal  Custody  Center, 

Rm  502, 110  E.  23rd  St.,  NYC  10010 
Gay  Activists  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station 
Gay  Lawyers  &  Law  Students'  Group 
Postal  Address;  Law  Group  P.O.  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  10017 
Lambda  Legal  Defense,  132  W.  43rd,  10036 
National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force,  80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  1601 
National  March  on  Washington 
29  W.  21st  St.,  2nd  fl„  10010 


924-2970 

988-3012 


777-8358 

677-0237 


628-8532 

944-9488 


741-5800 

924-2970 


RELIGIOUS 


Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St.,  10004  242-6616 

Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

G  PO  Box  1 549, 1 0001  989-6653 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St.,  1001 1  242-1212 

MEDI A/EHTERTAIHMEHT 


Gay  Theatre  Alliance 

Box  294,  10014 

Gotham  110  E.  23rd  St.  #502  10010 
WBAI  Gay  Rap 

598-2597 

674-6004 

STUDEHT 

Gay  Youth  of  NY 

New  York  U.  Gay  People's  Union 

Loeb  Student  Ctr,  Rm  810 

685-6462 

598-7056 

MEDICAL/COUHSELIHG 

Gay  Men's  Health  Project 

74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW,  10014 

Institute  For  Human  Identity 

National  Gay  Health  Collective 

55  West  26  St.  #402,10010 

691-6969 

799-9432 

725-0114 

OCCUPATIOHAL 

Gay  Teacher's  Association,  204  Lincoln 
PI.,  Brooklyn  11217 

255-5969/499-1060 

Gay  Hotline,  U  of  VT  656-4173 

Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  VT, 

Burlington  05401,  M-F,  7-9pm  656-4173 

Gay  People  at  Middlebury 
Box  D56,  Middlebury  College,  05753 

Maine  (207) 

IHFORMATIOH/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Center  for  Being,  Alternative  Counseling  Service 
Boothbay  Harbor  633-5264 

Down  East  Gay  Alliance,  Box  594  Bar  Harbor  04609 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance 

92  Bedford  St.,  Portland,  04103  780-4085 

MEDIA _ _ 

Mainely  Gay,  P.O.  Box  4542,  Portland  04112 

MEH/WOMEH _ 

Northern  Lambda  Nord,  P.O.  Box  990,  Caribou,  ME  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast,  04915 
Midcoast  Gay  Men  P.O.  Box  57  Belfast,  ME  04915 

STUDEHT _ 

Wllde-Steln  Club,  c/o  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 

New  York  City  (2(2) 

IHFORMATIOH/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Ass'n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

110  E.  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010 
Chelsea  Gay  Association 
164  W  21st  St.  #1979, 10011 
Citizens'  Party  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Caucus 

851-1873,866-6651 


Hew  York  State 

IHFORMATIOH/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Alternatives  Corner  (516)483-2050 

374  Woodfield  Rd.  W.  Hemstead,  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 

332  Hudson  Ave..  Albany  12210  (518)  462-6138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  1 1968 
Empty  Closet  Collective,  1255  Uni¬ 
versity  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  14614 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline,  (Fri-Sun,  7:30-10  p.m.)  (607)  797-3453 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 

Syracuse  13202  (315)475-6857 

Gay  Task  Force,  713  Monroe  Ave., 

Rochester  (Mon.  7pm)  (716)  244-8640, 244-9030 

Gertrude  Stein  Book  Collective, 

262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail;  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  (518)  465-9246 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Parents  of  Gays/L.l,  c/o  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd„  Huntington,  11746  (516) 427-3683 

Parents  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men  793-5198 

WOMEH 


(516)  324-2468 

(716)  271-6750 
(716)244-8640 
or  244-9030 


(914)948-4922 


Bisexual/Gay  Women’s  Action  Line  (516)  791-5565 

Horizon  —  A  Woman's  Space,  77  State  St.,  Binghamton 
Lesbian  Resource  Center, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-9030 

Lesbian  Switchboard  (Mon,  7-9  p.m.)  (607)  722-3629 

MEH _ 

Westchester  Gay  Men's  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St.,  White  Plains,  10601 
Gay  Hotline  (8-1 1  pm) 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Affirmation  (Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus), 

34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054 
Dignity/Integrity/Rochester,  42  Tyler  House, 

17  So.  Fitzhugh  St.,  Rochester  14614  (716)  232-6521 

Dignity/Ll.,  P.O.  621 P,  Bayshore  11706 
Gay  Concerns  Committee  of  the  Unitarian  Universalist 
Fellowship  of  Huntington,  109  Browns  Rd., 

Huntington  11743 

STUDEHT _ 

Gay  People  at  Cornell 
528  Willard  Straight,  Ithaca  14853 
Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester 
Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 
Commons,  Rochester  14607 
Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmingdale 
Gay  Student  Union,  S.U.N.Y. 

Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance,  SUNY,  Binghamton,  13901 
Lambda  Univ.,  Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Teen  Gays  of  New  York 

385  W.  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  1 3202  (315)  475-6857 

MEDIA  _ 

Capitol  District  Alive,  262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201) 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
c/o  Looking  Left,  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 


(607)  256-6482 

(716)  244-8640 

(716)275-6181 

(516)420-2134 

(516)246-7943 


POLITICAL/LEGAL 


Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 
Box  131,  Albany  12201 


(518)  465-9246 


If  your  organization  feels  that  it  has  been 
miscategorized,  please  contact  GCN  so  the 
error  may  be  corrected. 


To  update  your  listing  or  to  put  a  new  list¬ 
ing  into  the  Quick  Gay  Guide,  send  informa¬ 
tion  to  Listings  Editor,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


iolendor 

weekly  events 
sundoys 

Bolton, MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities  Com¬ 
mittee  (GRAC).  Swimming  at  Lindemann  Center 
(Staniford  SC&Gov't  Ctr).  Men  and  women 
2-4pm. 

Boiton,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Roller  skating.  Hatch  Shell, 
Esplanade.  Men  and  women.  Caif  282-9161  lor 
into. 

Bolton,  MA  —  Chiltern  Men's  Basketball.  Lin- 
demann  Center  (Gov't  Ctr.).  4:30-6pm.  Info: 
227>6167. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Running  Club.  Jogging 
and  racing  on  the  Esplanade.  Suns,  at  1.  Mon, 
VVed.  8  Fri  at  6.  Info:  367-2776. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Softball  at  Magazine 
Beach.  3pm.  All  women  are  Invited.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and  women. 
2:30pm. 

Greenfield,  MA  —  Gay  Men  of  Franklin  County. 
Every  third  Sun.  Green  River  Cafe,  Osgood  St. 
7pm. 

Orleint,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group, 
alternative  to  the  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets  every 
2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614,  Orleans,  MA 
02653. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Coalition  for 
Cuban  Aid  and  Resettlement  (BACCAR)  open 
meeting  for  potential  sponsors  of  gay  and 
lesbian  Cuban  refugees  and  also  for  other 
Interested  persons.  Arlington  St.  Church. 
Every  Sunday  at  3pm.  Info:  723-2997  (8-12pm). 

Cambridge,  MA  —  "Closet  Space"  (WCAS, 
740AM),  a  weekly  public  affairs  program  lor 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  10:30am. 

Boiton,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC)  Voleyball.  Fenway  (Rose 
Garden).  Ilam-lpm.  Men  and  women. 
282-9161  for  Info. 

Bedford,  MA  —  Bedford-Concord  Area  Social 
Club  meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  John  275-1336,  or 
Joe  897-7813.  All  invited. 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  1st  Sun.  of  the  month,  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group  Info:  228-8049. 
New  York,  NY  —  Rainbow  Society.  Deaf  gay 
meeting.  Manhattan  Community  Center,  75 
Morton  St.  2nd  Sunday  of  the  month.  2pm.  755- 
1426. 

New  York,  NY  —  Comite  Homosexual  Latino- 
americano.  7pm.  433  E.  6th  St.  Apt.  5R.  Info: 
786-2893. 


mondays 


Wednesdays 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Gay  Light  Support  Group 
for  women  14-21.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  Info:  354-8807. 


Brookline,  MA  —  Discussion  group  including 
gay  and  bisexual  men  and  women.  New  mem¬ 
bers  welcome.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  731-6619. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  LUNA  (Lesbians  United  for 
Non-nuclear  Action)  meeting.  Women’s  Educ. 
Ctr.,  46  Pleasant.  354-8807.  7-10pm. 

Brattleboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men 
meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common  Ground, 
25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Morristown,  NJ  —  Gay  Activist  Alliance  in  Morris 
County  (GAAMC).  Meetings,  discussions,  so¬ 
cials.  Morristown  Unitarian,  Normandy  Heights 
Rd  762-6217.  (NJ  Gay  Switchboard:  (609)  921- 
2565.) 

Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul,  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Arpa  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  the  NY  Coalition  of 
Black  and  Third  World  Lesbians  and  Gays. 
Triangle  Ctr.,  26  9th  Ave.,  3rd  floor.  7:30pm.  Any¬ 
one  interested  in  these  issues  is  welcome  re¬ 
gardless  of  race. 


tuesdays 


New  York,  NY  —  WBAI  (99.5FM)  The  Lesbian 
Show.  8:30pm.  279-0707. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 

New  Bedford,  MA  —  Rap  Group  at  the  Aid 
Center,  18  S.  Water  St.  Every  Tuesday  thru 
Aug.  26.  8-1 0pm.  Info:  (617)  999-3232. 
Uxbridge,  MA  —  Support  and  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Tuesday  eves,  7:30pm. 
Info:  278-5475. 

Cambridge,  I^A  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Organi¬ 
zation  for  women.  Discussion  group.  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church,  1131  Mass  Ave.  8pm.  Call 
661-3633  for  info  on  all  DOB  activities. 

Boston,  MY—  GayWay  (WBUR 90.9FM)  Week¬ 
ly  radio  program  featuring  interviews,  news, 
current  events  and  music.  8:30pm. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Taskforce  meets  at  Hill  Ctr  ,  350  Farmington 
Ave.  7pm.  (First  Tuesdays)  Info:  249-7691. 


Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Ad¬ 
vocates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Our  advocacy  is  growing 
Join  us.  Call  426-9371.  (M-F,  6pm-mldnight)  for 
Info. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth  Rap  Group 
organized  by  the  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  for  gay  women  and 
men  14-22.  Call  Hotline  for  info:  426-9371,  M-F 
6-12pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Volleyball.  Lindemann 
Center  (Staniford  StiGov’t  Ctr.)  Men  and  women. 
8- 10pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lunchtime  Alternative: 
Richard  Strange  and  Haakon  Chevalier  sing 
and  play  music  from  the  12th  to  the  20th  cen¬ 
turies  while  you  eat.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  12:1512:45pm.  FREE. 
Donations  accepted.  Bring  lunch. 

New  York,  NY  —  WBAI  (99.5FM)  Gay  Rap.  279- 
0707. 

New  York,  NY  —  Chelsea  Gay  Association 
meets  last  Wed.  of  the  month.  Coffeehouse. 
Info:  691-7950. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Opinion  Forum.  Last 
wed.  of  the  month.  348  W.  14th  St.  7:30pm. 
Info:  675-9227. 

thursdays 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  proofreading  and  layout 
(basically  cutting  and  pasting  with  a  little  beer 
and  pretzels  on  the  side).  No  experience 
necessary.  We’ll  teach  you  all  you  need  to 
knowl  Proofreading  begins  5-lsh  and  layout 
6-ish.  22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St  and 
Washington  St  subway  stops),  2nd  floor. 
428-4469. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Organi¬ 
zation  for  women.  Discussions  and  social  hour. 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  info  on  all  DOB  activities. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdanc¬ 
ing.  Alternate  Thursdays  from  7-9pm.  Phillips 
Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard.  Newcomers  are 
very  welcome.  Info:  Judy  661-1436  or  Dee 
7223. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807 
Boston,  MA  —  Lunchtime  Alternative. 
Richard  Strange  and  Haakon  Chevalier  sing 
and  play  music  from  the  12th  and  20th  cen¬ 
turies  while  you  eat.  Church  of  the  Covenant, 
67  Newbury  St.  12:15-12:45pm.  Free.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  Bring  lunch. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children,  Sup¬ 
port  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Activists  Alliance  regular 
meeting  at  339  Lafayette  St.  (near  Houston). 
8:30pm.  All  are  welcome! 

Somerville,  MA  —  Lesbian  support  group  for 
younger  women  in  Somerville.  7:30pm  at  the 
Somerville  Women's  Center,  38  Union  Square 
(second  floor  over  laundromat).  For  info  call 
623-9340. 


fridays 


Boston,  MA  —  Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Brom- 
fleld  (near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  aa  short  as  you 
like  (until  about  1 1pm)  to  help  sand  the  paper 
out  to  subscribers.  (There  are  LOTS  of  them 
and  we  do  need  help!)  Refreshments  and 
good  times.  Men  and  women  welcome.  426 
4469. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Patrol  needs  volunteers  to 
help  stop  violence  against  gays  In  the  Fenway 
Victory  Garden.  Info:  2663780  or  367-1394. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Swimming  for  men 
and  women  over  40, 6-7pm;  swimming  for  men 

Ctrj  lnT626?M4Lindemann  C'r  ("ear G°V'' 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Lesbians  United  meetings. 
Info:  Women's  Services  Center,  499-2425. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Over  35 
rap  group  at  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1 1 51 
Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  (4th  Friday  and  2nd  Wednesday 
of  each  month). 

New  Bedford,  MA  —  Support  Group  for  gay 
women  meets  at  Women's  Center,  252  County 
St.  7pm.  9963343. 

New  York,  NY  —  Consciousness  Raising  on 
Racism,  sponsored  by  Black  and  White  Men 
Together  (BWMT)/NY.  7:30pm.  Info:  Henry  at 
873-5572  or  799-9432  or  Richard  at  431-4674. 


Saturdays 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth.  Outings  and 
activities  for  gay  women  and  men  14-22. 
Organized  by  BAGLY.  Call  Hotline  for  Info: 
4269371. 

New  York,  NY  —  Dignlty/Gay  and  Lesbian 
Catholics.  Discussion  Group.  6:30pm,  Mass 
7:30pm  followed  by  social.  Church,  30  W.  16th 
St.  Info:  869-3050. 


coming  events 


sept  3  wed 


Boston,  MA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:368pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  stop).  267-7573. 
Providence,  Rl  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 

New  York,  NY  —  (WBAI,  99.5FM)  Oakdale, 
Indiana,'  the  world’s  first  lesbian  soap  opera 
comedy  begins  today  and  continues  every 
Wednesday  from  6:166:25pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Women  Opposed  to 
Registration  and  the  Draft  (WORD)  open 
meeting.  7:30pm.  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  All  women  are 
welcome. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC)  volleyball  (near  Rose 
Garden  in  the  Fenway).  Men  and  women. 
6:368:30pm. 


4  thurs 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  NEEDS  VOLUNTEERS 
TO  HELP  PROOFREAD  AND  LAYOUT  THE 
PAPER.  SEE  THURSDAYS  ABOVE  FOR 
DETAILS. 


Bolton,  MA  —  Gaymen’s  Workshop  In  Move¬ 
ment,  Creativity,  Energy  and  Experimental 
Theater,  focusing  on  body  and  volcework, 


Improvisation,  imagination  and  healing.  551 
Tremont  (between  Clarendon  and  Berkeley) 
Room  406.  7:30pm.  Donation  for  space. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdanc¬ 
ing.  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard. 
7pm.  Info:  Dee  661-7223.  The  last  meeting  of 
the  summer,  come  one  and  all,  to  decide 
when  we’ll  be  dancing  in  the  fall.  - 
Bolton,  MA  —  Robert  Peters,  gay  male  poet, 
teacher  and  scholar,  reading  and  reception  at 
Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield  St.  8pm. 
Donations. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Women’s  Alcoholism 
Program.  Group  for  lesbians  who  have  been 
affected  by  someone  else's  drinking.  Every 
Tuesday  from  6:368pm.  69  Putnam  St. 
Boston,  MA  —  Candidates'  night  for  the  State 
Representative  seat  for  the  Suffolk  8th 
district.  Sponsored  bv  Back  Bay/Beacon  Hill 
Tenants  Union.  Old  South  Church  In  Copley 
Sq.  7:30pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  (WBAI,  99.5FM)  Gay  Rap. 
2760707.  8:369:30pm. 


5  fri 

Bolton,  MA  -  GCN  NEEDS  VOLUNTEERS 
TO  HELP  SEND  OUT  THE  PAPERI  ITS  FUNI 
SEE  FRIDAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 


6  sat 

Providence,  Rl  —  Gay  Youth  Group  meets 
every  other  Saturday.  Info:  272-9247. 


New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Youth  Rap  Group. 
Organized  by  and  for  gay  youth.  1-4pm.  339 
Lafayette  St.  (one  block  north  of  Houston),  top 
floor.  Open  to  all  lesbian  and  gay  youth  21  and 
under.  Info:  Mark  7960388  or  Michael 
2362397. 


7  sun 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Coalition  for 
Cuban  Aid  and  Resettlement  (BACCAR).  Open 
meeting  for  potential  sponsors  of  gay  and 
lesbian  Cuban  refugees  and  also  for  other 
interested  persons.  Arlington  St.  Church, 
every  Sunday  at  3pm.  Info:  723-2997  (8-12pm). 


9  tues 

New  Bedford,  MA  —  Rap  group  at  the  Aid 
Center.  18  S.  Water  St.  610pm.  Info:  9963141. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Women's  Alcoholism  Pro¬ 
gram.  Alcoholism  discussion  group  for  lesbi¬ 
ans.  Every  Thursday,  6:30-8pm.  69  Putnam 
Ave. 


11  thurs 

Boston,  MA  -  GCN  NEEDS  VOLUNTEERS 
FOR  PROOFREADING  AND  LAYOUT!  SEE 
THURSDAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 

New  York,  NY  —  General  meeting  of  the 
Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Social¬ 
ists  at  NY  Marxist  School,  151  W  19th  St.  7th 
floor.  7:30pm.  Info:  9863012. 


12  fri 

Bolton,  MA  —  GCN  NEEDS  VOLUNTEERS 
TO  HELP  SEND  OUT  THE  PAPERI  SEE 
FRIDAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 

Hertford,  CT  —  Lesbian  conference  today  and 
tomorrow.  Robin  Tyler  Is  opening  the  Lesbian 
Convergence.  Info:  (203)  525-11(0. 
Northampton,  MA  —  Gay  men  and  friends 
coffeehouse.  Open  to  all  women  and  men. 
Violet  Ray  Loft,  19  Halley  St.  8pm-1am.  SI 
donation. 


13  sat 

Hertford,  CT  —  Lesbian  Convergence.  A  full 
day  of  workshops  on  the  lesbian  experience, 
followed  by  vegetarian  feast,  dancing  and 
midnight  swim.  Info:  YWCA  Women's  Ser¬ 
vices  (203)  5251 163. 

Athol,  NY  —  A  Woman's  Place:  Sweet  Senee- 
lions,  exploring  ways  to  enhance  and  expand 
our  sexuality.  Workshops,  presentation  of 
erotica.  Info:  (518)  6269970. 


oct  5  sun 

Manchester,  NH  —  New  Hampshire  Coalition 
of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men.  Conference  at  New 
Hampshire  College.  9am-5pm.  Workshops 
Include:  gay  parents,  rural  gays,  lesbian 
health  issues  and  support  groups.  Info: 
NHCLGM,  Box  521,  Concord,  NH  03301. 


